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PREAMBLE 

TO 

THE STUDY OF THE CASE 

The present case has been re-investigated with a view to 
placing facts before the reader as they are, without prejudice or 
prepossession of any hind on the part of the investigators. 

The term Evlrn Cerebral Memory (ECM) has been used 
as a working term with a demarcating function without having 
identifiable ontological counterpart in order to describe cases 
popularly known as eases of reincarnation 

The claims of memories of previous life by the Subject 
appear to be independent of cerebrum which is supposed to be 
the main repository of memory, and the cerebrum of the person 
with which the memories are associated, is destroyed with the 
death of the person The term ‘reincarnation’ is presumptuous 
and has spiritualistic and occultic connotations while the present 
investigation has been conducted as an empirical scientific study 
leaving aside theoretical considerations, for or against. 
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PREFACE 


Or c of the cxp'oraio-v methods in gcncrai me in Pnrn- 
p-vjmu'pv i' the soctfu-it of tc e'nninaiinn according In winch 
oh! thlt .-re tc-cv; mired for nit, cr put pt«c<. than the original 
iptC'S’pifiTt Inti in tiiiiul 71, c imctigntor in need ofamvver 1 ; 
to eetl-in nue«tiom, tmm towards whatever relevant available 
<Hn he fin find 71m method i*. (hcrefore, more or lees n 
«Ckh rn.i'ng o'd rccoids for ovcr-looled significance TI 111 i<i 
vv)>v the mill) of ihe prc<cm e.r-c was tnfen tip again by us. 

People supporting the hspothevis of reincarnation and 
(hove erit.ci'inp it. base their tcspcetivc comments on the pre- 
sent at.nl.-Wc evidence pertnininp to such alleged cases In 
their defence or protest tliev generally cite cases lil.c the one of 
Shenti Devi. The case of Prabhti is also often referred to by 
them in their di‘cm«ion. But they hardly lake pains to probe 
into the \ery question of the evidence itself. What type of 
evidence is in reality available even when one makes one’s best 
efforts to investigate the case as thoroughly as can be possible 7 
Their hasty conclusions do not justify (heirs land. To point out 
the type of evidence and other data available when one tries to 
study the alleged cases of Extra Cerebral Memory, the case of 
Prabhu is being prcscnled here The case of Shunt! Devi will 
thus also be reported afresh in near future 

Evidences are not so coercive as to lead one to form a 
definite opinion about a particular case in either rejecting or 
accepting it. A stringent method or an adequate process is still 
to be evolved to collect first hand evidence so as to exclude the 
possibility of other alternative hypotheses 

The evidence for or against a case may cither be sponta- 
neous or experimental. The alleged cases of Extra Cerebral 
Memory cannot be subjected to the expeiimcnlal evidence One 
has, therefore, to rely on the circumstantial evidence of the case 
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and the circumstantial evidence can at best be collected if the 
research methods applicable to the social sciences, are properly 
and judiciously followed Hence the investigation of such cases 
involves great many difficulties on the part of the investigator. 

The other alternative hypotheses of Extra Sensory Percep- 
tion (ESP), Incorporeal Personal Agency (IPA), Psychomctry or 
the like, will also be examined separately in which case twenty 
subjects claiming to remember their previous lives, will be selec- 
ted and then subjected to experimental tests under controlled 
conditions From their cumulative data, each of these hypothe- 
ses will be thoroughly examined 


The investigation of this case was formerly assigned by 
Maharaja Kishan Singh of Bharatpur to the charge of Dr Rao 
Bahadur Shyam Sunder Lai, CIE, m the year 1922 who 
carried out the investigation in 1923 His findings were pub- 
lished in a Hindi Magazine ‘Kalpaka’ and in the July-August, 
No 4 issue of the French periodical “Revue Meiapsychique"’. 


The main events of this case occurred about forty four 
years ago Although this distance in time makes this case some- 
what difficult to re-evaluate at present, other reasons justify 
our presenting a summary and analysis of the same. First, we 
think it deserves to be added to the list of rather well authenti- 
cated cases suggestive of Extra Cerebral Memory Written 
accounts were made of Prabhu’s statements prior to the attempt 
at verification and the investigation was carried out by persons 
outside the immediate family of the child This is a vital point 
in the investigation of such cases Secondly, since some critics 
of this study have suggested that ( except for themselves ) the 
whole of India has surrendered to an uncritical acceptance of 
Extra Cerebral Memory, we think it important to draw atten- 
tion to the empirical attitude which has existed towards this 
subject m India for many years Hence the case is important from 

b Dr C n P 7i °, V,eW as we " The “SKion of this case 
b> Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal, has been described by 

been condu y ; 7 0924) as having 
conducted with a completely scientific bent of mind”. 
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Our extensive inquiries about Dr Roo Bahadur Sliyam 
Sundcrlal 'have revealed that he was the President of the 
“Memory of Past Life Research Association”, the object 
of which was to “investigate reported cases of memory of Pre- 
vious Birth and let the public know the bare facts as they come 
to light in inquiry” “It is intended”, so goes the memorandum, 
issued by Shri Ram Gopal Mishra, Secretary of the Associa- 
tion, “that the cases that the Association should in future publish 
after its inquiry be based on no Jess reliable evidence than what 
a High Court requires to sentence a man to death”. Thirdly, 
we could interview some primary witnesses to the case and 
could collect additional data which throw light on the general 
characteristics of the case The information on the general 
characteristics is needed for conceiving "an integrated theory of 
the problem of Extra Cerebral Memory Before that can be 
done many cases will have to be studied. 

H N B. 

P K.M 

S C. M. 

Depot Intent of Parapsj’chology, 

University of Rajasthan, 

Jaipur 



INTRODUCTION 

When any case suggestive of Extra Cerebral Memory is 
reported, the readers react to it in different wajs There arc 
some who simply neglect the case, others talk of it and say that 
it is a supernatural phenomenon which the human mind is inca- 
pable of understanding There are still others who reject the 
case on the ground that it has been fabricated With such a 
diversified opinion of the people in general about the alleged 
cases of reincarnation, one cannot but think that there should 
be an impartial study of the cases on scientific lines so that 
truth may be revealed 

The investigators of the present case, therefore, feel that 
such cases should be studied without prejudice or prepossession 
of any kind and in a scientific manner too The aim of the 
present study has been pointed out in the Preamble to the case 
In order to study the case impartially it is necessary to examine 
the three possible hypotheses^ that can be framed in the investi- 
gation of the case and can be examined according to circums- 
tantial evidential method of study followed here The way m 
which the case is put to test is of paramount importance Need- 
less to say that the earlier investigators, with certain reservations, 
did not aim their investigations to make a scientific approach to 
this problem Three broad hypotheses are examined minutely 
to test the case. They are — 

1 The case is one of fabrication 

2 There have been normal sources of information m the 
case 

3 The case is suggestive of Extra Cerebral Memory 

* There are other possible hypotheses as well, as for example -the 
case may be one of telepathy, clairvoyance. Incorporeal Personal Agency 
(mediumistic phenomenon), Psjchometry or the like, but here we shall 
restrict our study to the examination of only three hypotheses as 
mentioned above 
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Al the very outset one may raise an issue that the case 
may be one of fabrication Whether the case has been conco- 
cted can be examined from diffeient angles. It can be seen 
whether there has been publicity motive of the party. The 
charge of having the publicity motive can be examined on the 
basis of the circumstances in which the events developed. Again, 
there may be motive for monetary gam In this connection, the 
reputation of the parties in their community, their economic 
condition and such other aspects as may be helpful in finding 
out this motive, should be enquired into Then it should also 
be enquired from the witnesses whether the party is in the 
habit of fabricating such stories or distorting facts 

In this way, when the possibility of the first hypothesis is 
found not to be there, the next hypothesis should be taken up. 

It may be possible that the case might have sprung up 
as a result of possible norma! sources of getting information 
The distance between the two places namely, the house of the 
Subject and that of the Identified Person may be too short and 
the route may be simple instead of being circuitous and confu- 
sing So also may be the possibility of having any exchange 
of relation or any other exchange between the two parties. 
Again, it may also be possible that the particulars about the 
death of the Identified Person might have been known to many 
persons of the village or locality in which the Subject lives or 
the news of the death of the Identified Person might have been 
published in any newspaper through which the family of the 
Subject might have got a chance to construct a story Thus the 
points, such as distance between the two places, route, exchange 
between the parties concerned and other relevant factors should 
be taken into consideration and then the investigator should 
arrive at a conclusion whether there has been the possibility of 
normal sources of getting information in the case 

When both the above mentioned hypotheses are ruled out, 
the third hypothesis, namely, whether the case is suggestive of 
Extra Cerebral Memory, should be taken up While examining this 
hypothesis, all those points in the ease which point to the para- 
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normal source of information on the part of the Subject, should 
be examined The recalls and recognitions, if they have been 
proper, add to the strength of the case and if the emotional reac- 
tions and the behavioural patterns of the subject are most appro- 
priate to those of the Identified Person, that loo males the case 
suggestive of Extra Cerebral Memory In our investigation of the 
case reported herein, all these factors have been taken into consi- 
deration and then on the basis of the testimony of the witnesses 
certain probable conclusions have been arrived at Examples 
from the case under report to substantiate all these three hypo- 
theses have not been discussed in their proper context of the case 

The cases of Extra Cerebral Memory have been reported 
from different corners of the world from time to time The 
reference to the theory of rebirth can be traced as far back as 
the Vedas and the Upamshads The Indian philosophical 
systems, though not all, also speak of this problem. On 
spiritual and speculative level there has been much discussion on 
this problem of rebirth but any serious attempt at scientific 
study of this problem was not known till quite recently. The 
cases of rebirth reported from different places were studied, if 
at all, in a haphazard manner without following the scientific 
procedure It is to be noted that the history of such cases 
follows almost a conventional pattern The case usually starts 
when a small child between two and four years begins telling his 
parents or siblings of a life he led in another time or place 
The child frequently importunes his parents to let him return to 
the community where he had formerly lived If the child makes 
enough particular statements of the previous life, the parents 
(usually reluctantly) begin inquiries about the accuracy of the 
statements of the child If some verification results members of 
the two families visit each other and they ask the child to 
recognise places, objects and people associated with his supposed 
previous existence This is the usual pattern of investigation 
that was followed by lay investigators 

Now in this type of study many details about the case 
were ignored which are of vital importance to the proper study 
o t e case The method of study of such cases has undergone 
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considerable chance It is not done in a haphazard way now as 
was done in the past. A Manual for studying eases of Extra 
Cerebral Memory has been prepared by our Department which 
goes in detail the procedure that has to be followed for 
studying such eases thoroughly and to elicit necessary infor- 
mation for arriving at a certain conclusion about the ease 

There arc many important points of study which were for- 
merly omitted by persons who undertook the investigation of such 
eases. Let us now consider all those points in detail. The 
report of the present ease has been prepared keeping m view 
these basic points of information about the case. 

The point about the status of the witness, who comes 
forward to testify the utterances of the child and the events 
that occurred in his presence, was not observed previously The 
social position of the witness counts much in the reliability of his 
statements. Then his relation with the Subject is also an impor- 
tant point to note If the witness is related to the Subject Jus 
statement may be coloured by lus preconceived ideas which he 
might have been having about the story of the case and if he is 
not related to him, lus statements may have impartiality If he 
is to give any false statement about the case, after all, what for 7 
Hence it is essential to note the relation of the witness to the 
Subject The more he is independent and unrelated, the more 
there is likelihood of his testimony to be reliable and correct. 
A person is less tempted to conceal the truth about persons with 
whom he is not related for he has nothing to gain or lose by 
stating the fact 

The dates of the deatn of the Identified Person and the bath 
of the Subject were generally not noted by the previous investi- 
gators This is a vital point to note as the intervening period 
between the death of the Identified Person and the birth of the 
Subject is very much important for an investigator of the case 
with regard to certain other relevant data 1 In the present case 

l In his Review of the first Iwo Research Monographs-'Ismail’ 
and "Munesh” published by our Department, Dr Daya 
Krishna, Prof and Head of the Department of Philosophy, 
University of Rajasthan, India also stressed the point that evety 
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attempts base been made to find out the vtmc but only partial 
success could be achieved Pr.ibhu's horoscope, as mentioned in 
the report of Dr Rao Bahadur Shj.im Sunder Eat, reveals tli it 
he was born on the night or Mali Sudi 2, Sumvnt 1957 (corres- 
ponding to the English date— Stmd ty, 2nd 1 ebruary, 1919) but 
the date of the death of Hurbuv was not intimated by any 
witness nor is there anv entry to this effect tn the old record 
of the case However, there is a note by Dr. Rao Bahadur 
Shvam Sunderlal in Ins report which givc> an idea of the appro- 
ximate year of the death ofHurbux On verification of item 
No 1 of the statement of Prabhu, he found that “a man called 
Hurbux had lived at Hathon and had died live years earlier," 
The case was investigated under hts supervision in theycar 1923. 
This shows that according to the above remark Hurbux had died 
in the year 1918 

The investigators particularly noted that the villagers 
seldom maintain the records of the dates of birth of their 
children When asked for they look unawares and point to 
some child who happens to stand near them to indicate the age 
of their child or they would refer to some events that might have 
happened on the day the child was born or to some tree or any 
other object to clarify their point which is obviously of no impor- 
tance to the investigator 

The age of the Identified Person ni the lime of his 
death was generally not noted by the previous investigators 
Now while noting down other details about the case, we try to 
find out from the witness the exact date of the death 
of the Identified Person It has often been observed 
that like the date of birth of the Subject the villagers do not 
remember the date of the death of the Identified Person nor do 
they have any written record of the same In absence of this 
information the investigator is faced with much difficulty 
Effort is being made to evolve a method of determining the date 

effort should be made to find out the date* of the death of 
the Identified Person and the birth of the Subject tn order to 
determine the intenening period Hence in our present study 
we tried our utmost to find out the required dates 
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of birth of the Subject and the death of the Identified Person m 
the absence of written testimony on these points. In the case 
under report, the ‘Gaitga Gurus’ and the Jagas who maintain 
the records of the dates of death and of birth respectively, were 
also contacted for the purpose. 

Next comes the question of exchange between the two 
families Previously, this important point was either ignored 
altogether or lightly dismissed No one seriously bothered 
whether the two families — that of the Subject and of the Identi- 
fied Person-ever came into contact with each other, whether there 
was any sort of exchange between them, whether there were 
normal sources of information in the case and whether there was 
direct or indirect relationship between the two families In a 
proper investigation of the case, the investigator cannot ignore 
this vital issue We try to find out in every possible manner 
whether there was any direct or indirect exchange between the 
parties involved in the case 

Again, the question of the length of time elapsed between 
the main events of the case and the interview with the witnesses 
is also significant This length of time indicates how fresh the 
case is If the witness can easily recall what had happened. 
There is also a particular set of questions in the questionnaire 
designed to elicit from the witness Jhe information about the Sub- 
ject, his knowledge about the Subject is thus recorded Proper 
psychological method of study should be applied in the study of 
such cases. Much depends upon the investigator whose hand- 
ling of the situation and the witness psychologically count a 
great deal in determining the truth of the story The witness 
should be interviewed individually and not in the group. This 
significant point was also not observed m the past We now 
interview the witnesses individually in a cordial and friendly 
atmosphere so that they might give facts of the case without 
feeling any soi t of inhibition Psychological technique is used 
for creating empathy among the witnesses 

We also note as to what impression does the witness give 
of clarity in his memories — whether he recalls details of the 
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case easily, vividly or vaguely His attitude towards ESP and 
the problem of survival is also noted 


This is because most of the Indian people believe that the 
cases of reincarnation occur in India because of their deep 
rooted faith and belief in this phenomenon Because of their 
pre-conceived notion towards the theory of rebirth they treat 
every such case to be one of reincarnation. This uncntial 
acceptance of the theory of rebirth by the people of India is 
mainly responsible for the neglect of the attitude towards inves- 
tigation of the cases of rebirth from a critical and scientific 
point of uew 


It is essential to find the circumstantial evidence of the 
case because by doing so the real cause of the development of 
the case can be known Such information as, for example, the 
age of the Subject at first recall of memories, circumstances 
leading to recall, the manner m which the news of the case 
spread outside the family circle, the method of verification of 
statement of the Subject adopted, whether verification was 
attempted by mail or in person, and whether the claims of the 
Subject were written down before verification was attempted 
{which is done in order to preient modifications of the statement 
to smt the evidence) is of paramount importance in the proper 
investigation of a case Such factors as these were either not 
known to the persons who were interested m the study of such 
cases or were not heeded to We take into consideration all 
these points while conducting investigation. 


The crux of all that has been said above is to see whether 
the possible normal sources of information ( which may have 
g n rise to the claims of the subject ) in the case have been 
mmate completely and for this purpose various types of 
s ions and interview techniques have been set to ehcirmfor- 
mation in this regard 


VVh*iZ? e ,u°^ e!:tl0D ^Psychological data is equally necessary 
corresnn !r partlcular psychological traits in the subject really 
or not n T lhe tCailS "*" c h the Identified Person possessed 
• is o served. Formerly, it was not so much cared for. 
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If the particular traits, emotions and behaviour of the Subject 
resemble the traits, emotions and behaviour of the Identified 
Person, the case becomes strong Hence the collection of 
psychological data plays a very important role in determining 
the strength of the case. 

Equally important is the collection of Parapsychological 
data Previously, no attention was paid to elicit information 
about the Subject’s capacity to know incidents occurring at a dis- 
tance without the use of normal senses, his capacity to know the 
thoughts occurring in other minds and to know incidents taking 
place in future These data also help the investigator to under- 
stand whether the case of ECM ( Extra Cerebral Memory ) can 
be explained as the case of ESP ( Extra Sensory Perception ). 

The parapsychologists who are critical of the study of 
ECM think that almost all evidences for reincarnation can be 
explained by the hypothesis of ESP or IPA (Incorporeal Personal 
Agency). Accordingly, they are of the view that the Subjects of 
such cases acquire information about the lives of the Identified 
Persons clairvoyantly, which are claimed by them as their own 
memory traces and are presented in dramatised form. The way 
to ascertain the validity of the hypothesis is to administer clair- 
voyance test to the ECM subjects 1 


1 Dr HN Banerjee, in his article “Experimental design for clair- 
voyance test for ECM subjects”, published in “PARAPSYCHO- 
LOGY’’— the Indian Journal of Parapsychological Research, 
Vol IV No 4, has laid down a procedure for the test to be used 
by the investigators to verify the clairvoyant capacity of the 
subject 

For eliminating the hypothesis of IPA or mcdiumship, the adopted 
form of Pratt and Roll may be administered to the subjects (See-Pratt 
J G and Birge, XV R “Appraising Verbal Test Material m Parapsy- 
chology—"! of Paraps} etiology 1948, 12, 136-56, Canngton, W The 
quantitative study of trance petsonalities Proc Soc Psych Res , 
1933-34 42, 173-240, 1935, 43, 319 61, 1936-37, 44, 189-222, see also 
1936-37, 44, 276-77 and Roll W G ‘The Contribution of Studies of 
“Mcdiumship" to Research on Survival After Death’— J —Pocapsy- 
chotos J, I960, December, 25S-27S1 
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If (Be ECM Subject scores high in the test for clairvoyance, 
the hypothesis that the particular ECM Subject has acquired 
information about the life of the Identified Person clairvoyantly, 
will get strength, otherwise not Similarly, if the Subject does 
not do well m Pratt and Roll tests, he cannot be considered a 
Subject of IPA and this hypothesis cannot be used for explain- 
ing his capacities 

Then comes the point of recognition ! The mam test and 
the most important one is the recognition test in such cases 
Much depends upon how the recognition tests are given to the 
Subject If the recognition tests are defective, the case may not 
show its potentialities and it has been observed in most of the 
cases which were investigated formerly by different investiga- 
tors that recognition tests were not properly administered to the 
Subject There remains the possibility of guidance and sugges- 
tion to the Subject by the bystanders which renders the case 
weak Now in our study of such cases, we are alive to this 
problem How and in what manner were the recognitions of 
certain items attempted, is a vital point in the case It is just 
possible that due to some leading questions suggestive of ans- 
wers, the Subject might have recognised persons and other items 
“Is this your house ?” "Is she your mother ?”, are the leading 
questions which may prompt the Subject to soy ‘Yes’ and then 
it is mTerred that the Subject has recognised his or her house or 
mother as the case may be This type of recognition test is 
defective The investigation of the present case shows that the 
recognition tests were not properly administered In our study 
of such cases we are very careful about this problem It is to 
be seen bow and in what manner recognition of certain items 
were made by the Subject He might not have any clue to the 
item before hand, before whom recognition took place, who 
approved the recognition, are important points to be noted We 
incorporate all these points in our discussion of the case and sec 
whether recognitions were properly made 

2 MDtW For Recognition Tests For ECM Subjeci’— Manual For 
Studying Cases of Extra Cerebral Memory (ECM) By Dr H N 
Baocrjee 
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Recalls of the subject Should also be noted caiefuily. The 
point to be observed is whether the recalls of the Subject are 
spontaneous or some cues have been given Spontaneous vivid 
recalls by the Subject of the details of his previous life add to 
the strength of the case and makes it more authentic Thus the 
case becomes more important Importance of the case increases 
if the Subject gives details about the Identified Person not known 
outside his family circle or items which cannot be known nor- 
mally. 

If emotional reactions and behavioural patterns of the 
subject greatly resemble or are akin to those of the 
Identified Person, as has been pointed out earlier, that too adds 
to the significance of the case This important factor was 
altogether neglected by persons 'who investigated such cases 
previously. In our investigation, we note these important 
factors as well 

Another important thing to note in the investigation of 
such cases is to see whether the statements of the subject were 
recorded before verification of the same was attempted We 
consider this point also in our discussion of the case. 

All the foregoing points are important to be kept in mind 
by any investigator who investigates the cases of alleged rebirth. 
Most of these points as has been mentioned above, were either 
totally ignored or lightly taken into consideration We incorpo- 
rate all these points in the study of such cases It is thus clear 
that there is a gradual improvement in the methodology and the 
technique which is applied to the study of the cases of ECM. 
This improvement in the technique has not taken place, all 
at once, but the new techniques have been incorporated gradually 
in the light of experience gained in the process of investigations 
The investigators are also aware that their method of investiga- 
tion still has some draw-backs which they hope to eliminate in 
view of the knowledge which will be gained by them while 
studying new cases and re-examining the old ones about which 
additional data are available. 
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Summary of (lie Case 

Prabhu son of Khairati of Salimpur village, District 
Bliaratpur (Rajasthan), was born on Maglt Siidi 2, Sams at 1975 
(Sunday, 2nd February, 1919) When he was about three and 
half years old, lie began to speak about Ins supposed previous 
life One night (when it was raining), while sleeping beside his 
mother, he murmured, “How my children might be doing ” 
His mother exclaimed, “What children r ', and asked him to 
sleep as other children were also sleeping Thereupon he told 
her that he had his own children but she lulled him to sleep 
without giving a thoughtful consideration to his utterance After 
a month or so he again repeated the same words On another 
occasion, sitting beside his mother who was churning butter, he 
said that she was extremely stingy with butter, since his previous 
mother had him sit beside the chum and gave him large pieces 
of butter from it His mother asked him where lus previous 
mother was He then replied that she was at Hatlion, that 
his real name was Hurbux 

This made his parents increasingly concerned and they 
asked him to tell about his previous life He recalled that lie 
was the Brahmin of Hathori, bis father’s name was Mudhe, lie 
had a house of his own at Hathon, he had two sons-Ghurc and 
Shyamlal and two daughters— Kokila and Bhouti. He further 
said that his elder daughter Kokila was married to Har Bhajan 
of village Kherli and the younger daughter Bhouti was married 
to Vallabh of village Navar In the marriage of his elder 
daughter he accepted some money from the family of the boy 
but in the marriage of his younger daughter he did not 

One day he told his mother that occasionally he felt some 
pain in his knee When asked, "Why he replied that prior to 
Ins taking birth in her family, he was having the body of a deer, 
a hunter fired a bullet at him which hit his knee as a result of 
which he died after suffering severe pain for some-time On 
another occasion he recalled that he had buried some money in 
the stable of his house 

The news of this case then spread throughout the village 
At Bhusawar (a market place where the people of Hathon and 
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Salimpur often meet on some business) the incident became the 
talk of the day and the news, somehow, reached Hathori. 
Having heard about such a case Giiure, the elder son of Hurbux 
came to Salimpur without sending any prior intimation to the 
parents of the child to this effect. Khairati, the father of the 
child who was sitting on the Chabutary of his house 
asked him to sit on a cot The child was called from inside 
the house He came out with his mother No sooner did he 
see Ghure, than he spontaneously called his name and began 
to weep Ghure returned to Hathori 

Cliowdhari Bhagwat Singh of Hathori (who was then 
A D.C to Maharaja Kishan Singh of Bharatpur) also heard 
about this case While dining with the Maharaja he talked to 
him about the case The Maharaja himself was very much 
interested in such cases. He ordered that the child should be 
presented to him The next day the child appeared before him. 
The Maharaja asked Bhagwat Smgh to hide himself and appear 
before the boy when asked to do so The child was bewildered 
to see the glamour and glitter of the palace He was looking 
hither and thither He was given some toys to play with so 
that he might settle down and open up for questioning The 
Maharaja asked him, “What is your name 7 To which village do 
you belong 7” The child promptly replied “Of which birth of 
mine are you talking Sir 7 Do you mean the name of my pre- 
vious birth or of the present 7” The Maharaja said, “Tell me of 
your previous birth as well as of the present one Then the 
child said humbly, “In my previous birth I was called Hurbux 
and I belonged to village Hathori and m my present birth 
I am called Prabhu and I belong to village Salimpur.” 

Thereafter the child again began to play with the toys 
given to him. When he was busy in playing with the toys, the 
Maharaja beaconed Bhagwat Singh to appear before the boy. 
When Bhagwat Singh made his appearance, the Maharaja asked 
the child pointing towards him, “Who is this gentleman 7 Do 
you know lum 7 ” The child recognised him and at once said, 
“Yes, he is the son of my Yojnmn” He also called him “Chora” 
(meaning 'boy') and said, “I am Hurbux your Piirohtt” The 
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Maharaja then ashed him, "Do you have the knowledge or the 
village Hathon ’ If so then describe the place”, “yes”, 
came forth the reply’, “There is a fortress and a pond at 
Hathori The gate of my house is towaids the East” Then 
Nathilal the nephew of Hurbux was sent for by the Maharaja 
who came running to the drawing room where the Maharaja 
was sitting and stood silently bowing his head in reverence He 
was the Chief Coachman of the Maharaja The child recognised 
him too saying, “He is the son of my brother” 

All this amused the Maharaja very much He ordered an 
inquiry into the case The task of investigation was assigned 
to the charge of Dr Rao Bahadur Sliyam Sunderlal , 1 C. I E 


1 Many sided efforts were made to collect full particulars of this 
gentleman There had been a senes of informal talks with diffe- 
rent persons who advised us to contact the following persons who 
might possibly help in giving details about Dr Rao Bahadur 
Shyam Sunderlal Hence initially inquiries were made from 
the following — 

(1) The British High Commission, New Delhi, (2) The Collec- 
tor, Gwalior, (3) The Secretary, Theosophical Society, Adyar, 
Madras, (4) The Secretary, Theosophical Society, Varanasi, 15) 
Shn B P Sood, Collector, Bharotpur, (6) The Director, Arclne- 
ves Department, Bikaner, (7) Prof RN Chalterjce of Mayo 
College, Ajmer, (8) Dr Fiaz Ah, Banasthali Yidyapeeth, Banas- 
thah and (9) The Secretary, Radha Sivami Satsang, Dayalbagh, 
Agra 

These sources could not furnish us with the required informa- 
tion save a very brief account received from the British High Commi- 
ssion New Delhi According to the official record available with 
the Commission, Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal was the Prime 
Minister of Kishangarh He had been the Minister of Alwarand 
Gwahor Stales and had occupied a number or important posts during 
the (enure of his service He died on the 24th December, 1927 Prof 
Ernest Wood in his article “Evidences for reincarnation” published 
in dnoent II adorn ( Vol XXII, No 7, September, 1956 ) has slated 
that Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal was the Prime Minister 
or Gwalior State in the North of Central India He has described 
im as the man of great probity and responsibility (See 
Appendn III ) 
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who according to Prof Ernest Wood, was a man of great pro- 
bity and responsibility. His inquiry into the matter had two 
phases In the first phase, the child’s statements were recorded 
at his father's house, in March* 1923 by the Naib Tchsildar. 2 
In the second phase, the child at his request was taken for a 
test to Hathyori by the Tchsildar of Weir. 3 The results of his 
investigation were first published in some Hindi Magazine 


However, informal talks with some local persons later revealed 
that full particulars of late Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam Sundcrlal 
could be obtained from his two sons— Shn Bal Govind Das Loiwal, 
11, Middleton Row, Calcutta and Shri Bal Gopal Das Loiwal, 87, 
Rajpura Road, Dchradun. The concerned persons were then contac- 
ted who sent us a bibliographic note on their father together with 
other written accounts of him They also sent us a copy of the 
memorandum concerning the "Memory of Past Life Research Asso- 
ciation'’ (Appendix IV). He was President of the Association which is 
now no longer in existence This association aimed at studying the 
alleged eases of memory of past life, empirically and objectively 
Details about the aims, objectives, organisation and the type of re- 
search undertaken by this Association were sought from the following 
persons as suggested by some interested persons (1) ShnN Sri 
Ram, President, Theosophical Society, Adyar, Madras, (2) Diwan 
Alakdhari, Ambala-Cantt, (3) Shn Gopiraj Kaviroj, Sigra, Vara- 
nasi; (4) Secretary Radha Swami Satsang, Dayalbagh, Agra, and (5) 
Shn Sri Prakasb, Swarg Ashram, Dchradun But none could send 
us any particulars about the Association Shri Ram Gopal Mishra, 
was the Secretary of the Association whose address was not traceable 
However, we could find out his present address On contacting him 
on phone and through letter, he informed us that he would be send- 
ing to us the details about the Association and also the inquiry of the 
case of Prabhu wiihm his knowledge We have now received from 
him a copy of the booklet of the Memory of Past Life Research 
Association published by him, which contains the procedure of 
investigation of the alleged case of rebirth ( See Appendix XV) 


2 &3 There is much controversy about the name of the official who 

went to Sahmpur to record the statements of the child and 
that of another official who took the child for a test to 
Hathori This discrepancy has been discussed in detail 
under "Discrepancy" 
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"KALPAKA ” 4 and subsequently in a French periodical Revue 
Metapsychque 6 


4 A great deal of correspondence was devoted to the acquisition of 
a copy of the Hindi magazine ‘Kalpnkn' Dr G Geley, then 
Editor of Retire Meiapsychrqttc (1924) while publishing the report 
of Dr Rao Bahadur Shy am Sundcrl.il, slated m the Introduction 
that the Hindi Magazine ‘An//tnAn* hnd “recently published the 
results of the tn\ estimation” Letters were written to the Libra- 
rian, rndian National Library, Calcutta and <nmc persons tntercs* 
ted in the study of *uch eases, requesting them to send n copy 
of the issue of the said magazine containing the report of Dr 
Shyam Sundcrlal It was through the Assistant Librarian, 
National Library, Calcutta and Shn Batch md Nalntn, a critical 
Researcher, 46, Strand Road, Calcutta that the instigators 
came to know that n magazine called 1 KALPAKA” was not m 
existence at all but a Hindi Magazine "Katya Briksh* was pub- 
lished from Ujjatn in the year 1922-23 and it is still being pub- 
lished from the same place The Librarian replied that the copy 
of the issue m question was not available with him 

The Editor "Katya Briksh “ was then addressed a number of 
times to furnish a copy of the relevant issue of the Magazine He 
was sent phonogram also but from him no reply was receded at 
oil Other sources were tapped for obtaining a copy of tbc issue 
of the said magazine containing the report of Dr Shyam 
Sundcrlal On being advised by some interested persons con- 
tacts were made through correspondence with the following — 
(1) Dr E J Dingwall, Pinchill, Crowhurst Baltic, Sussex, 
England, (2) The Assistant Keeper, Department of Oriental 
Printed Books and MSS, the British Museum, London, (3) Mr 
K Banerjee Head of the Department of Library Science, Vik- 
nm Unnemty, Ujjam, (4) The Director, ‘Nagrt Pracbtinm 
Sabha Kashi (India), ( 5 ) The Registrar Hindi Sahitya 
ammelan', Prayag (India), (6) The Secretary, ‘Hindi Snmnebar 
atra Sangrahalay a’, Hyderabad (India), (7) The Assistant Secre- 
tary, ‘Nagri Pneharim Sabha, Varanasi, (8) Prof B N Ganguh, 
Varanasi, (9) Mr Prabhot Misra, Prayagn (India) (10) Editor 
apatam Bharat Dharam Mahamandal, Varanasi, and Sri 
Gopmath Kaviraj, Sign, Varanasi None or them could supply 
t e required information except Mr P K Banerjee who lnfor- 
me the Department after having gone through personally all the 
issues af-Kalpa Briksh' for the period 1922-24, available with 1<“ 
o ee of ihe said periodical at Ujjnm, lhal the report of V’ 
Shyam Sunderlal v,as cot published in any of the issues of Ihe 
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As directed by the Maharaja, the child was taken to 
Hathori by Chowdhan Ram Swaroop, Naib Tehsildar of Weir 
They reached Hathori in the evening and stayed at the house 
of Lumberdar Govcrdhan Singh which was on the outskirts of 
the village* Next morning some chief persons of the village were 
called and the child recognised them spontaneously speaking 


said periodical during the aforesaid period Then all the agencies 
mentioned above were again requested to trace out any magazine 
bearing the title beginning with the alphabet *K. f in which the 
report m question might have appeared but no trace could be 
made of any such magazine Shri Ram Gopal Mishra has stated 
that it was Kalpaka in which the report of Dr Rao Bahadur 
Shyam Sunderlal was published. He has also supplied the add- 
ress of this periodical We have now written to the Editor, 
*‘KaIpaka‘\ Tcnnevelly— South India for the purpose 

5 The report of Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal was also pub- 
lished in the July-August No 4, 1924 issue of the French perio- 
dical “ Revue Metapsychique” We requested the following to 
supply us with a copy of the said issue of 'Revue Metapsychtque' 
— (I) The Secretary, Institute Metapsychique International, Pans 
(France); (2) The Director, The Central de Documentation 
Bibliotheque, Paris 7e (France); and (3) The Secretary, Society 
for Psychical Research, London 

The Institute Metapsychique International, Pans has sent us 
the requisite copy of the issue of 'Revue Meiapsyhique * which 
contains the report of the case of Prabhu, by Dr Rao Bahadur 
Shyam Sunderlal and the Director, the Centre de Documentation, 
Pans, has sent us the Microfilm of the said article published in 
'’Revue Metapsychique •* 

We got the article translated from French into English 
by Mrs Gudrum Gunther, Lecturer m French, University of 
Rajasthan (India) and it is this English translation of the report 
of Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal, on which we have based 
most of our observations though many items involved were 
personally checked by us on the spot 

Prof Frnest Wood mentions (Appendix III) that an account 
of the case of Prabhu was also published m "The New York 
Times ” (September 16, 1923) This account has been quoted by 
C W Leadbeater m his book “ The Other Side of Death*’ (Theo- 
sophical Publishing House, Adyar, Madras, 1928-pages 798-799). 
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out names of some of them The State official then verified the 
statements of the child recorded at his father’s house m Salim* 
pur. Most of them were found to be correct in every detail. 
When this inquiry had been concluded, the child was ashed to 
find his previous house in the village A crowd had assembled 
by that time He set off going ahead of the crowd, walked a 
few steps, then stopped hesitating After a few moments, he 
again started walking There arc two narrow roads divided near 
the house of Mangdal but the child took the path leading to the 
house of Hurbu\ without stopping for a moment to think at 
the crossing 

He entered the porch of the Hc\eli in which there were 
other houses as well besides that of Hurbux The official asked 
the child pointing towards the first house near the entrance of 
the Haveh, “Whose house is this He atoncc replied, “This is 
the house of Rampal Jat” That house was really owned by 
Rampal Jat Then he walked further and stood before the house 
of Hurbux which was in a dilapidated condition After a 
moment he said, “This is my house” 

Sn Gov md Brahmin of that village was standing near the 
house of Hurbux at that time The child spontaneously shouted 
to the utter surprise of the bystanders “Oh, Sn Govind 1 
Do you remember, we had a quarrel over the house and one 
day you came out with a sword and I threw your sword away ^ 
The very moment. Shiv Narain, the younger brother of Sri 
ovmd appeared on the scene and the child exclaimed looking 
at im, Why, Shiv Naram, did a quarral not take place bet- 
ween us 9 To this, Shiv Narain admitted that a quarrel did 
take place between Sn Govmd and Hurbux, 

\ 

, \ , p len ^e child pointed out the spot where he claimed to 
nave buned rupees five which he got from one of his Yajman 
as gi t e particular spot was dug immediately in presence 

t iem a I, and a small earthen pot containing rupees five was 
really found buried. After a stay of about two days at 
Hatliori, the child was brought back to Salimpur 



STORY OF THE CASE AS BASED ON EVIDENCE 
ABOUT WHICH THERE IS COMPLETE 
CONFORMITY OF STATEMENTS 

The child Prabhu, son of Khairati of Saiimpur one night 
while sleeping beside his mother, trembled and murmured, “0 
Rama, my children are in a terrible condition”. His mother, 
however, lulled him to sleep without paying any heed to what 
he had said in a low voice After a few days, he again repeated 
the same sentence whereupon his parents asked him to tell 
about his supposed previous life. He then told them that his 
name was Hurbux; he belonged to Hathon and that he had 
sons and daughters. News spread m the village and the people 
became anxious to know about the details of his previous life 

The boy recalled many items of the life of the Identified 
Person. He recalled that he had two sons and two daughters 
In the marriage of one of his daughters he accepted money from 
the party of the boy but got married his other daughter without 
accepting any money. He also recalled that he had buried some 
money in the stable of his house at Hathon 

At Bhusawar, this incident became the talk of the day and 
the news, somehow, reached Hathon. The elder son of Hur- 
bux having come to know of the child of Saiimpur claiming 
himself to be Hurbux of Hathori, paid a visit to Saiimpur with- 
out giving any prior intimation to the party of his arrival. 
He was spontaneously recognised by the child 1 No one was 
seen to have come to Saiimpur from Hathon previously nor 
did the child ever go to Hathori with his father Hence, there 
appeared to be no exchange whatever between the two parties 
prior to the incident 

1 This incident is reported here on the strength of the testimony 
supplied by the primary witnesses at Saiimpur Khurd 
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Chowdhan D ha gw at Singh of Hathon ( who was A.D C 
to the Maharaja of Bharatpur) also heard the rumour about the 
case and was the first man to inform about it to the Maharaja 
who being interested in such cases, ordered an inquiry which 
was supervised by a high State official 

The child was first called at the royal palace at Bharatpur 
by the Maharaja who interviewed him. The child was said to 
have given out many details about his supposed previous life 
which interested the Maharaja who ordered the Tchsildar of 
Weir to take the child to Hathon foi recognition test His 
statements recorded at his father’s house in Sahmpur were veri- 
fied by the official 

Thereafter he was asked to find his previous home in the 
village He set off, walked a few steps, then stopped hesitating. 
After a moment, he again started walking After some hesita- 
tion he went by himself right to the previous house The way 
to the house was long and full of turns but the child neverthe- 
less reached the end nnatdcd The next day he was brought 
back to Salimpur 



PROCEDURE OF INTERVIEW 

(Procedure followed while inlcnicning witnesses) 


In the investigation of eases suggestive of Extra Cerebral 
Memory, holding of interviews with the Subject and the witne- 
sses in suitable psychological atmosphere, forms a major part of 
the success of the investigation. The atmosphere is to be gene- 
rated by the investigator by properly understanding the situa- 
tion, by giving appropriate suggestions and behaving in a 
friendly manner. On our part we observed all the pre-requisites 
of a good interviewer during the investigation of the present 
case and tried our best to make a thorough investigation of the 
case 


When the investigator reaches the scene of the investi- 
gation, lie should try to understand closely the social, familial 
and individual position of the case from the sociological and 
psychological points of view and for this reason the investigator 
should not reveal his identity or purpose of his visit immedia- 
tely. He should try to establish friendly relation with the 
people of the locality. When we reached the village Salimpur 
it was about 2 pm. and there contacted some persons Since Sri 
Ram Svvaroop had met us in the way we left him at a distance 
from the house and asked him not to appear on the scene unless 
asked for. We told them vve were out on tour to study cases of 
reincarnation wherever they had taken place and we also 
gave out suggestive references of one or two cases At this, 
the people referred to the case of their locality which we 
intended to study, we encouiaged them to speak about the case 
and prepared a note about the details we got from those who 
were not directly associated with the case The establishment 
of friendship with people not directly associated wilh the case is 
necessary to create psychological atmosphere so that they may 


*See-“Maoual for studying cases of E C M 
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be frank to reveal the details which may not be given or noticed 
by the person directly associated with the case This also 
helped us to ascertain the value of the case and reputation of 
the family in which the case had taken place 

It has been the experience of the investigators that if the 
case is weak or has been concocted by the party, someone in the 
locality comes forward and points out as such Thus this type 
of indirect inquiry is helpful to the investigator In this case no 
one informed us that the case was a fabricated one though most 
of the witnesses did not remember the details of the case chro- 
nologically They forgot the names of the persons also who 
investigated the case and they found it difficult to recollect the 
details of the case 


After preparing the ground for the study m local society, 
we sent a message to Shn Ram Swaroop who is the head of the 
family to meet us and give us the necessary details of the 
case We clearly explained to him and other witnesses that our 
study was purely academic in nature and had m no way any legal 
earing. Sbri Ram Swaroop is literate and he understood our 
purpose This clarification was necessary, since villagers in 
n ia are familiar with legal enquiries only and so it was likely 
t at they would have misunderstood our investigation as such. 
He and other witnesses extended their full cooperation m the 
investigation 


e treatment which the Subject and the witness received 
rom t c preceding investigators greatly determine their present 
rf liT mvcs, i£ator If the primary witnesses m general 

n e Subject m particular have met with unpleasant treat- 
,f n , rom f° rmer investigators, their attitude towards 
1 ... C „ lnvesll S at °rs happens to be less cordial and a 
uspicious In our present study wc did not 
notice any hostile attitude on the part of any witness either at 
^ Halhon, though some witnesses showed their 
0 r ,C aUltudc towards the investigation and said that it was 

fart SC t0 S * U( ^ a case which had happened about more than 

y > ars ago Most of the witnesses wc interviewed were 
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forgetful of the incident that took place. We encouraged the 
witnesses to speak freely so that their tram of memory might 
start functioning as per the free association process. This 
technique greatly helped them to recollect the required details 
of the case 

The fact that the investigator should inculcate in the 
witnesses the feeling of authority over them he being the expert 
before their eyes, helped us greatly m eliciting the required 
information of the case. 

One thing that every investigator of such cases should bear 
in mind is that he should approach the concerned persons with 
care He should remember that he is an outsider who is intere- 
sted m the innermost and private details of the family Besides 
this he should also remember that he will have to encounter 
peculiar attitudes and beliefs of the concerned persons which 
may not be digestible for him and he may also feel the resistance. 
But he should not impress his distaste and non-conformity with 
the viewpoints of the witnesses. On our part we listened to the 
witnesses patiently without commenting anything or passing any 
remark on what they had said 

Interest, acceptance, empathy and flexibility on the part of 
the investigator play vital role in making the interview with the 
Subject and the witness a success. Interest of the investigator 
m the Subject and the witness encourage them to talk freely. 
It assures them that they are talking to someone who geneuinely 
appreciates their viewpoint Every human being earnestly desires 
to be heard and appreciated If the investigator is able to show 
his interest in the case and in the concerned persons, they are 
sure to talk about things which may otherwise remain inhibited 
in their minds 

Then, the witness in the case will speak about the inner- 
most seciets which may have bearing on the case only to a 
person who is able to give an impression that they are being 
accepted unconditionally and that he can be relied upon Hence 
it is necessary on the part of the investigator to show complete 
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acceptance of whatever the Subject or the witness says During 
the interview the Subject or the witness may say things which 
may generate emotions, surprise, disgust and anger But the 
investigator should resist them otherwise they will hinder 
the Subject’s or the witness’s ability to express his or her 
innermost thoughts 

We behaved in such a way that it appeared that we readily 
accepted whatever the witnesses m tins case had told us They 
became confident of our unconditional acceptance of their view- 
point and gave out many details which we did not find m the 
report of Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunder Lai. This was 
because of the fact that we kept the atmosphere at the time or 
the interview very friendly and lively which made the witnesses 
talk to us freely 

Empathy is also an important ingredient of succesful 
interview Empathy is the ability to feel what another person 
is feeling During the interview session we particularly pointed 
out to the witnesses that there was nothing unusual about them. 
Much depends upon the degree of empathy which a candid 
investigator can indicate to the subject or the witness 

Next comes the question of flexibility. Interviews as a 
matter of fact should not be conducted rigidly according to some 
questionnaire specially designed for the purpose There arc 
certain factors peculiar to a particular case and hence the investi" 
gator has to prepare a list of questions to be asked of the wit- 
nesses and memorise the questions he has to ask He should thus 
first ask general questions and when he is able to establish the 
required rapport with the witness, he may ask specific questions 
and even he may get the questionnaire filled up in his presence 
We in the study of the present case, have observed this requisite 
of the processor interviewing the witnesses and thus could 
collect certain important data relevant to the case 

The use of language in interviewing the persons should be 
flexible It is always desired that the local dialect should be 
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spoken so that the ideas of the investigator can best be communi- 
cated to the persons concerned and if he cannot do so lie 
should take along with him an intelligent interpreter who 
understands the language of the people of the community of 
the particular area and communicate their thoughts to the 
investigator. Language should not come in the way of expre- 
ssing ideas with witnesses 

Though we arc familiar with the local dialect of the people 
of Sahmpur and Hatliori yet we look with us Shri Mahaveer 
Prasad Jain" who is more familiar with their language than we 
arc He could talk to them freely in their dialect and they 
could also express their ideas freely about the case 

There are some practical considerations which should be 
kept in mind by the investigator while interviewing the witne- 
sses. A witness should not be interviewed in the presence of 
other witnesses nor should he hear the testimony of others 
Accordingly, we interviewed all the witnesses m this case indivi- 
dually and not in the presence of any other person This is to 
be done because in case the witness is interviewed in others’ 
presence, he may not feel at home to speak freely and his spon- 
taneity may be handicapped If he hears testimony of other 
witnesses, his statement will be greatly affected 

After establishing rapport with the witness by asking 
questions about him and matters m which he may be interested 
we introduced ourselves to the witnesses and described m brief 
the purpose of our visit We also told them that we already 
had some knowledge of the case but that we would like to 
get more details about it We put them at ease by informing 
them that the data were being collected merely for academic 
purpose and there was nothing to worry about and that they 
might talk to us freely. 

We conducted the interview m three successive phases 
First every witness was asked to give in general, the outline of 
the whole story of the case This procedure is helpful for it would 


*He was taken with the research team as third party witness 
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initiate the associative faculty of the witness so that he might 
get clues to speak about important details of the case in the 
latter part of the interview when he is listed to protide more 
facts about the whole incident Hy comparing this statement of 
the witness with that of other witnesses, the investigator would 
be in a position to determine the points of convergence of 
ideas and details in all testimonies thus recorded. This type of 
interview further indicated the chronological order of the case 
in our study of the ease, 

In the second phase, we tried to know more details of 
the case which we did with the help of the questionnaire 
especially designed for the purpose This we could do only after 
we were convinced that we could establish full rapport with the 
witnesses and that they did not have nny feeling against us 
which would inhibit them to disclose the Tacts. 

Then in the third and the last phase we questioned the 
witnesses about the circumstantial ctidcncc and other factors 
which might have influenced the case Here we asked questions 
about the possibility of normal sources which might have 
affected the case and also tried to know the psychological and 
sociological motives which might have been in the background 
of the case 

We took down notes at every step which were relevant to 
our study of the case As has been mentioned earlier, we took 
with us Shn Mahaveer Prasad Jam who acted as an independent 
o server m this case In such studies it is necessary as a precau- 
tionary measure that some independent person should accompany 
t v team so that he might observe for himself the whole situation 
1 ® P roce dure adopted in the conduct or the investigation 
an su mit his independent report of his observation, if required 



STORY OF THE INVESTIGATION 


During our first round of the tour undertaken in the month 
of December, 1963 to study some cases suggestive of Extra 
Cerebral Memory, we happened to be at Bhusawar village 
(Distt Bharatpur) on the 25th or the said month At Bhusawar 
we were to interview witnesses and to investigate the case of 
La\mi, daughter of Sohanial of that village Having done our 
job at Bhusawar we were to make our depaiture for Bharatpur 
where he had stationed It was getting dark. In order to 
relieve ourselves of the day’s toil, wo made a brier halt at a lea- 
stall in Bhusawar to have tea and some light refreshment By 
chance, Shri Ram Swaroop, the elder brother of Prabliu 
happened to pass that way He also stopped there to have a 
cup of tea. Just to familiarise ourselves with the people of the 
village and its vicinity, we started talking with this gentleman. 
He enquired from us the purpose of our visiting the place. 
Having come to know of the same, he declared himself to be 
the elder brother of Prabhu whose case was also to be studied 
by us.“ We then asked him to tell us tn detail about the inci- 
dents of the case in chronological order and he began to narrate 
the same We set the tape-recorder to operate and the whole 
statement of Ram Swaroop was recorded The details of 
the case were also noted down with the help of the required 
questionnaire Then we returned to Bharatpur The next day 
we had to go to Kharen Bag village in Bayana Teshil to inter- 
view the girl Laxmi who was herself not present in Bhusawar. 
Thereafter we proceeded to Mathura to study another case and 
hence we had to postpone the investigation of the case of 
Prabhu to some future date 

On the 5th of November, 1964, we received a telephonic 
message from Shri Bnjendra Singliji, the Maharaja of Bharatpui 

♦This case was on our record Some postal enquiries were made 
by us about it from the concerned party 
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inviting tic to stmU the etc; tn Hhan<p«r I'otri.t v.) „‘.couM 
not be studied preurro'h. due t.< r tcr,: '"i ' u " f * ’ t ‘' ! n;! ,'’ r 
studies Accordmgh. we pup-reit *'«' c *' c ‘ 1 * l' 1 ' 

The next d.n we got tip orb. in t 1 '* fl.-' t* ■' t '■» ,r > 
willi the requited cqtrproeM l> '■> • M5 '-d 

Jaipur hi our Departmental jrep m lUc'Ilr b'car r»t 

Damn ('2 nt i let front Input) we nude ■ lilt t»’ 1 '' c f ' 1 " 
mornmp tea and bn 'Ur.'. After Ire. U we a r m 
started on our jouriics to M "I'atpi < at wb ' it " 3' 1 A M . but 
as luct would luseit ve!,.id j. >te Kirills 2 m *e v 1 *■ a t * e 
bearings of the |cep beg ‘ii to n..4 c • i il-nt inn* We MrifJ'iJ 
anti examine.) the m iclnnen fo uv • irp're • c fn i.'d t 1, 4 
the engine was fiilli exit m ted bev't* e •> I *t lc'J">? t 1 : 1 d 
intact bad become loose and iilt.tmtrU fallen *oiric '1 rte i n tie 
road and because of the cxIiMrlinn of rr t ; ite. t!.e brume 1 t,.'b 
to make noise We could not pto.ced fuitl cr. Wc W lo 
droc bacl to Datisa for tepur" Another b'dt oftbe s .rar sire 
would base stopped the flow of tbe oil but tl.e brienrs nould 
not base been repaired there. Ana s' as . afier a search for 
sometime wc could find a mccbante wbo could repair ibe 
damaged part of the macliincrs. but the none of the bearings 
could not be lessened Wc hid to dine slow Is and cautiously 
This tool, much time in reaching llharatpur It was 1 1.30 A M 
when wc reached Moli-Mahal— the palncc of the Maharaja of 
Dharatpur Wc toot, our mornmp meals with the Maharaia at 
about 1 30 p m 


It was besond the capacity of our jeep to talc us to the 
village of Saltmpur and llatbori We had to request the 
Maharaja for prosiding us with an; other come; ancc and 
he very kindly conceded our request nnd immedi’itcls ordered 
one of lus drivers to take us to Sahmptir th it day in hi« Mf 
meant for hunting purposes Wc arc really grateful to the 
Maharaja of Bhnratpur for this act of kindness and also 
making us stay with him as lus personal guests W e left 
Bharatpur at 2.30 p m and reached Chonkarwaru Bus 
Stand (29 miles south of Bharatpur) Wc got down to inquire 
about the route to the ullage Snlimpur Fortunately enough, 
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Shri Ram Swaroop, the elder brother of Prabhu again met us 
there with his son Shri Vishnu Dutt, who got down from a 
Rajasthan Slate Roadways bus which had come from Bharatpur, 
where both had gone in the morning We took with us both 
the father and the son to the outskirts of the village and 
proceeded further leaving them there to follow 

On reaching Sahmpur, we behaved in the manner required 
of an investigator of such cases. We were asked to sit on a cot 
in the Verandah of the house of a neighbour of Shri Ram 
Swaroop. For sometime we started talking about the village 
life and tried to understand the situation and followed the 
psychological technique mentioned elsewhere Having overcome 
all the difficulties which are usually faced by a stranger to a 
village, we started interviewing the witnesses individually. 
According to the usual procedure of conducting interview in 
such cases as outlined elsewhere in this report, we proceeded 
with every item and interviewed the witnesses thoroughly After 
recording their statements in full we asked the witnesses indivi- 
dually certain questions pertaining to their statements, 
relevant to the case and noted down important points The 
names of the persons interviewed and their other particulars 
have been given m the ‘Index of Particulars’. 

The villagers appeared to be generous, hospitable and 
cooperating When we had completed our enquiry, we were 
served with tea The villagers expressed their pleasure at our 
presence m their village Then we returned to Bharatpur in 
the evening reaching there at about 8 30 p m 

The next morning at 9 30 A M. we left the palace for 
Hathori. Since we did not know the route of this village too, 
we took the help of Shri Ram Swaroop who was picked up 
from his village Sahmpur. We reached Bhusawar and then at 
a small village Jagjiwanpur we came to know from a villager 
about Ghure the son of Hurbux who was reported to be residing 
in the neighbouring village of Bhore. We were informed that 
Ghure had died about 5 or 6 years ago Then we again stopped 
at Bhore village where Ram Khilari and Latum who were 
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ploughing their fields informed us llint Glnirc had diet! about 
8 years ago and that he used to perform the function or u priest 
in the temple at Bliorc We resumed our journey and reached 
Weir but without stopping at Weir we went straight to 
Halhon As has been pointed out elsewhere, the route from 
Weir to Hathori is full of turns and dangerous pitfalls We 
were fortunate m having an expert driver or the Maharaja who 
could drive dcMrouslv and with great caution At places our 
car moved in n slanting position sometimes towards the one 
side and sometimes towards the other We were thus tossed 
thoroughly At a distance of about 2 furlongs from the village 
of Hathori, we left the car and started on foot On reaching 
the pond mentioned in Ihc report of Dr. Rno Bahadur Sltyam 
Sunderlal we made a little halt and eltccl cd the details about 
the pond and the double storeyed house built in it winch was 
recalled by Prabhu We found every detail to be correct Then 
we also noticed the fortress and the wells mentioned in the 
report, which were recalled by Prabliu 

We were, therefore, taken to Sliri Natlnlal the nephew of 
Hurbuv, who was fetching water front the well We were made 
to sit in his house which was a temple of /lanunuinji. We 
enquired about Choudltan Bhagwat Singh and were informed 
that he had left for a neighbouring village on some 
private purpose just a few minutes earlier. We requested Shn 
Natlnlal and Pandit Jobari Lai Sharma. who had also come to 
us by that time, to send Tor Choudhan Bhagwat Singh as he 
was the important witness to be interviewed. We began to 
talk in a general way about the fortress and the fields and ihe 
people of that village The same interview technique which was 
adopted at Salimpur was also adopted there at Hathyon After 
making the people, who had assembled there familiar with our 
purpose of visit, we started interviewing them individually 
There were hardly four to six persons who were present. Most 
of the villagers were working on their fields The statements 
of Shn Nathilal and Pandit Johan Lai Shnrina were recorded 
Pandit Johan Lai Sharma descubed the whole incident which 
happened before him m Hathori, quite vividly and with f«" 
confidence He made characteristic gestures to indicate the 
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manner in which the boy Prabhu recognised the persons nnd 
behaved with them in a typical way. Then, the statements 
made by Prabhu and reported by Dr. Rao Bahadur Shyam 
Sunderlal were checked by us from Johan Lai and Mangilal 
individually, who either differed or added greater details about 
certain items contained m the report We could thus have a 
fairly good picture of the case. 

By the time we could finish our interview with Shn 
Nathilal and Pandit Joharilal, Chowdhan Bhagwat Singh made 
his appearance. He returned from half way to another 
nearby village on getting an intimation of our reaching the 
village Hathon. We chatted with him for some time and then 
came to our point. Before giving his statement he wanted to 
know what others had said but we did not give him any clue 
We interviewed him at length and noted down all the points 
His statement was fully recorded Thereafter, we all went to the 
house of Shn Mangilal who was also one of the spectators of the 
incidents that had happened at Hathon when the boy was 
taken there After recording his statement, we went to the spot 
Where the house of Hurbux was located. The entire " Haveli ” is 
now completely under heaps of debris. A few stones appear 
in some remaining walls which too are in a dilapidated 
condition. 


Having checked all the items of recall as contained m the 
report and recognitions made by Prabhu at Hathon and after 
recording the statements of the witnesses we decided to return 
The sun was setting and the faint rays of the sun kept the way 
visible to some distance but then it grew completely dark Then 
it became all the more difficult to pass through such a tedious 
route Anyway, with great venture and courage the dnver 
drove the car cautiously keeping his eyes wide open to the 
pitfalls and the abrupt turnings 


We somehow crossed half the way from Hathon hack to 
eir but at a turning where it was about knee-deep sand the 
car went out of order The shelf stopped working and hence 
the car would not move even an inch further. We were left in 
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a desperate condition It was quite dark around us for 
miles together. There was not a single lamp burning 
in any direction With our wide open eyes we could see 
nothing but darkness surrounding us from all directions. We 
all had to get down The dnver looked into the machinery and 
began to work upon it m the hope of setting it right with the 
help of torch light In this endeavour, about two hours had 
passed and we all were left shivering m single blankets 
that we had with us. 

Luck favoured us and the car came to order We had to 
push it to some distance and then it was made to start We 
reached Weir at about 9.30 p m From Weir there was no 
difficulty The road was tarred and the car could go smoothly 
We dropped Shri Ram Swaroop at his house m his village 
Salunpur and then reached Bharatpur at about 11 PM., when 
we were expected to be back at about 4 30 P M 

The next morning the Maharaja was to leave for New 
Delhi with his team of Assistants taking the car given to us, 
with him We had, therefore, to request Sbn BP Sood, 
Collector, Bharatpur to provide us with conveyanc so that we 
could go to Ajhu village (22 miles from Bharatpur) to interview 
Raja Kishan Singh who was also associated with the case The 
Collector also extended his kind cooperation and we could 
obtain a vehicle First we interviewed Chowdban Rewat Singh 
who lives in the city, Mohalla Gopalgarh and .thereafter we 
went to Ajhu and gathered information from Raja Kishan 
Singh about the case Whatever information he could give, we 
noted it down and then returned to Bharatpur. At about 
3 30 p m. we left Bharatpur by bus leaving our Departmental 
Jeep at the garrage of the Maharaja for being towed down to 
Jaipur and reached Jaipur at about 8pm 

Relevant Facts of Geography — 

The village Salimpur is 38 miles west of Bharatpur and 
Hathon 45 miles south-west of the city of Bharatpur Th e 
distance between the two villages is about 15 miles but the 
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route is not direct. One lias to go from Salimpur to Weir 
(10 miles) via Bhusawar (3 miles from Salimpur). The road 
is tarred but from Weir to Hathori the route is muddy, sandy 
and rocky at some places. The road is uneven having small 
but dangerous pitfalls at many places The road approaching 
the village Hathori is perilous having mounts at certain places 
and at others dangerous turns with the circuitous route But 
the road to Salimpur village does not have so much turns It 
is plain but sandy about one mile from the mam road (from 
Clionkarwara turning to Bhusawar road) to the village. There 
is another shorter route from Salimpur to Hathori but that is 
through the hillock and the least frequented one. 

Salimpur is a small village having population of about 
1200 persons It lies off the main route from Chonkarwara 
Bus Stand to Bhusawara After covering 2 miles from Chonkar- 
wara there is a turning towards the west — the dirt road that 
goes to Salimpur (one mile from the turning). 

Hathori is a remote village cut off from the mam road 
From Weir, a dirt road goes towards the South which has a 
zigzag way. The distance between Weir and Hathori is 5 miles 
but the route is trying and perilous. The village Hathori 
is surrounded by hills There is a raised path paved with stones 
from the tank (1 furlong from Hathori) to the village. 

Salimpur village does not he on the route from Hathori 
to Bhusawar or to Weir nor does Hathori while going from 
Salimpur to either Bhusawar or to Weir. 



TESTIMONY OF THE GANG A GURUS* 


The investigators wanted to ascertain Hurbux’s date of 
death from the witnesses of Hathori for which Pt Joharilal 
Sharma suggested them to contact Shiv Shanker Lapsia who was 
the Ganga Guru of the family of Hurbux According to the 
address given by the Pandit, the investigators arranged to 
contact the person concerned personally at Soron (District 
Etah, U P ) On contacting the party, it was revealed that Shiv 
Shanker Lapsia had died long ago leaving the age-old records 
of his Tajmans with his sons-in-law Uma Shanker and Shiv 
Kumar When he became old, he thought it proper to transmit 
to posterity his legacy of all the documents and accordingly 
he handed over all the records to his son-in-law Uma Shanker 
as he did not have any son He had only two daughters A 
little later, his second daughter was married to Shiv Kumar 
Dube Hazara He then decided to give some files out of his 
whole lot to the new son-in-law Uma Shanker was, therefore, 


A Brahmin priest who conducts ceremonies by the side of 
the Ganges, is called Ganga Guru According to Ihc Hindu belief, 
salvation or a person takes place finally only when his ashes are 
immersed into the sacred water of the Ganges This is the last 


ceremony of the dead performed by the members of his family for 
which they have to engage the services of a Brahmin priest There 


are many family priests (known as the Pandas ) who haw been 
performing the last rituals of dead persons of their 
respective families for generations It has been customary 


with them No person is allowed to perform by himself the last 
ceremony of immersing the ashes of the dead person of his family 
without his Ganga Guru When a particular Ganga Guru is dead, 
the authority of conducting the last ceremonies is automatically 


transferred to his son who succeeds os the Ganga Guru 
of the family of which his ancestors had enjoyed the privilege of 
becoming the same Hardwar (U P ) and Soron (U P) " re 
among the famous places in India where the ashes of the dead are 


immersed into the sacred waters— The Ganga Gurus are first to be 
contacted bj the members carrying the ashes of the dead who 
then take them to the bathing place on the bank of the river and 
perform the rituals 
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asked to give some files to Sluv Kumar Dube Hazara He 
transferred some files to Shiv Kumar keeping a copy of all the 
relevant particulars in those files with him In these transactions, 
the records of Hurbux’s family went to the latter’s share Hence 
at present Shiv Kumar Dube Hazara is in possession of the 
old records of Hurbux’s family These records are maintained 
by the Ganga Glints for centuries and are recognised even by 
the law-courts as authentic documents serving as evidence in a 
civil suit Because of such a great importance attached to 
these records, the Ganga Gurus preserve them well and do not 
either give out particulars about a family till they are satisfied 
that the person seeking information about the family is 
either connected with the family or else he would not disclose 
the facts to other persons They also accept some gifts prior 
to their giving out the required information Therefore, with 
great persuasion could they (Uma Shanker & Shiv Kumar) 
be made ready to give out information about the family of 
Hurbux from their records. 

The English Translation of the entries made in Hindi in 
their files is given below — 

(A) Particulars* as per records with Shri Uma Shanker 
(Son-in-law of Shri Shiv Kumar Lapsia) 

First Entiy — Hurbux came from Hathon on Chaitra 
Badi 30 Samvat 1941. Hurbux was the son of Mudhe and 
grandson of Baldeo. Baldeo had two sons — Mudhe and Bheeka 
Mudhe had four sons — (1) Hurbux, (2) Samsukh, (3) Brijlal, 
and (4) Bhagirath, their mother’s name was Achano who be- 
longed to village Badi Hurbux had two daughters — Kokila 
and Panchi His wife Gauron daughter of Nathu, hailed from 
village Burwari Badi 

Second Entry — Mangilal came from Hathon on Baisakh 
Sudi 13, Samvat 2012 with the ashes of Gbure, son of Hurbux 
and grandson of Mudhe With him came Rampyari 

* The particulars are ra addition to those contained in the 

records which are in the possession of Shiv Kumar 
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(B) Particulars as per records with Shiv Kumar Dube 
Hazara, son-in-law of Shiv Shankcr Lnpsln 

Hurbux son of Mudhc and grandson of Baldco came to 
Gangaji from Hathori on Clmitra Badi 30, Samvat 1955. 
With him came Fouzdar Nathu and ins wife Gullo carrying the 
ashes of Mudhc. The name of Hurbux’s mother was Achano 
and that of his wife Gauron, daughter of Nathu of village 
Burwari Badi Hurbux had a son named Ghurc and two 
daughters— Kokila and Panchi, residing in village Navar in 
those days 

As to the date of birth of Hurbux, the Pandit suggested 
the name of Shankcr Lai Jaga who could give the required 
information as the Jagas maintain such records Accor- 
ding to the address supplied by the Pandit, Shankcr Lai Jaga 
was contacted personally at Hindaun (District Sawai Madhopur, 
Rajasthan) He informed the investigators that tile required 
records were with his brother Ram Sahai who was out of station 
and was expected to be back in Hmdaun in a month or so 
Letters were despatched to Ram Sahai asking for the informa- 
tion but no response from him was received 

Shn S C Muhherjee, Research Secretary of our Depart- 
ment went for the second time to Hindaun to contact Ram Sahai 
personally for the purpose but he met with no success for Ram 
Sahai was again out of station Shri Muhherjee came to know 
through some other persons of the Jaga community that the 
Jagas do not maintain records of the dates of birth of the 
individuals belonging to the families of their Yajmans They 
simply note down the names of the newly born babes in the 
families of their Yajmans whenever they happen to go on a 
round 



Comparative chart showing the statements of Prnbhu as veriBed by Dr. Rno Bahadur Shyam Sunder 
Lai on the one hand and Pandit Jobari Lai and Mangiial on the other. 

Statements made by Prabhu at his father’s house (as per report of Dr. Rao Bahadur Shyam Sundcrlnl) 
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REVIEW OF THE REPORT OF Dr. RAO BAHADUR 
SIIYAM SUNDEREAE 

As lias been mentioned earlier, the ease was first investi- 
gated in 1923 and the inquiry was supervised by Dr Rao 
Bahadur Shyam Sundcrla), C I.E The results or his investiga- 
tion were published in some Hindi mngnrinc probably ‘ Kalpaka ' 
and a little later in the July-August, No. 4, 1924 issue of the 
French periodical "Rcuic Metapsychiquc" We have on our 
record the English translation by Mrs. Gudrun Gunther, 
(Lecturer in French, University of Raiasthan, India) of the 
report entitled, “Apparent cares of Memories of Past Lives" 
published in French in the aforesaid issue. It is on this copy 
of the report 1 available with us that we have based most of 
our observations. 

In his introductory remarks on the publication of the 
report of Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal (hereinafter refer- 
red to as ‘the Report’) Dr. G. Geley, then Editor of “ Revue 
Metapsychique ”, pointed out that the investigation into the case 
orPrabhu ordered by His Highness the Maharaja of Bharatpur, 
was assigned to the charge of Dr. Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunder- 
lal, C I E. and conducted with complete scientific procedure 

The inquiry was actually conducted by the officials and 
Dr. Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal simply supervised the same. 
His observations were, therefore, based on the report of the 
State officials who went to Salimpur to record the statement of 
the child and thereafter to Hathon with the child for a recog- 
nition test. The investigation was conducted in two phases In 
the first phase, the child was questioned at his father’s house 
in March, 1923 by the Naib Tehsitdar of Weir and in the 
second phase, the child was taken for a test to Hathon, the 
village where he claimed to have lived in his previous life 

The procedure followed 

The two-phase investigation of this ease as mentioned 
above indicates that the investigator was cautious enough in 
adopting a procedure which adds to the authenticity of the 


1 See-Appendix n. 
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ahead and recognise his house He said,‘‘There is a fiaveh in the 
little fortress in which there are several houses My house is one 
of them ” He (hen started leading the crowd that was following 
him, walked a few steps, then stopped hesitating After a Sew 
moments he again started walking There are two narrow streets 
divided near the house of Mangilal but the child took the path 
leading to the bouse of Hurbux without stopping for a moment 
to think at the crossing He entered the porch of the Haveh 
m which (here were other houses as well besides that of Hurbux 
He pointed out the first house as belonging to Rampal Jat and 
that was correct Then he went a few steps further, then stood 
before the house of Hurbux which was in a dilapidated condi- 
tion and said, “This is my house ” Thus according to the 
testimony of the witnesses ofHathorj, the child did recognise 
his house whereas according to the report he could not exactly 
locate his house in the middle of the ruins piled around there 
There may he discrepancy about the recognition of the house of 
the Identified Person, but the recognition of the path leading 
to the house of Hurbux has been undisputed 

As to the recognition of the persons of Hathori, the Report 
explicitly mentions that the child did not recognize any of the 
people of Hathori, but tins is again contradicted by the 
testimony we have gathered According to Pt Jobanlal (who 
is the Primary Witness) the child not only recognised the four 
leading persons of the village but he also distinctly recognised 
Rampal lat, Sampat-the grocer, Sri Govmd and Shiv Narain 
However, bis testimony could not find corroboration of any 
other witness 


Nor does the Report speak about the recognition by the 
a i of the tamarind trees and the spot where he claimed to 
have buried money as stated by tbe witnesses we interviewed 
1 1 Us transpires that the previous investigator did not pay 
wac attention as he should have to the items of recognition by 
the child 

In view of the Naib Tehsildar’s opinion and upon the 
suggestions of the Hon’ble CC. Wilson, special Agent to the 
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Governor-General of Rnjputnna, an effort was made to gather 
more testimony and to make certain that the child had no 
previous instruction about Hathori. For this purpose, the 
child's father was questioned whether anyone from the village of 
Saltmpur had any acquaintance with Hathori The testimony 
of Khairati, the father of the child was recorded by the Naib 
Tehsildar in which Khairati described the circumstances winch 
led the child to speak of his supposed previous life and he also 
clearly mentioned that he had never been to Hathori and had 
no relations there “No one in our village had relations there 
or the least contact with it.” With the testimony of Khairati, 
the report comes to an end. 

The statement of Khairati that he had never been to 
Hathori is not corroborated by the statements of the witnesses 
we recorded both at Salimpur and at Hathori According to 
the witnesses, he was known widely as a religious discourser and 
he often visited the neighbouring villages for delivering religious 
discourse on “Rukmani Mangal”. He was occasionally invited 
at Hathori too for that very purpose Thus his testimony is 
contradicted by that of the witnesses we interviewed 

Prabhu's declarations recorded at his father’s house in 
village Salimpur and his further declaration recorded at 
Hathori in the presence of the chief persons of that village were 
verified by the previous investigator on arriving at Hathori 
as mentioned earlier During the interview session, we on our 
part also verified the statements of the child individually from 
Pandit Johan Lai and Mangi Lai— the Primary Witnesses of 
the case and observed for ourselves the veracity of certain items 
contained in the Report It is surprising to note that some 
items of recall by the child, originally found to be correct on 
verification by the previous investigator, were on our verification 
of the same, either contradicted by the witnesses or were lack- 
ing certain specific details which were then furnished by them * 


* The comparative chart showing the statements of the child as 
verified by the previous investigator on the one hand and Pandit Johanlal 
and Mangilal on the other has been given separately (Pages 43 to 48) 
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The details of item No 2, ns for example, were found to 
be completely true on verification ns per Report, but the wit- 
nesses named above contradicted certnin dctnils. According to 
them, Hurbux had two sons named Ghurc and Khaliyn and 
two daughters called Kohiln and Bliouti, Hurbux did not have 
a son named Shyam Lai nor a daughter nomed Uholi as men- 
tioned in the Report Further "one of mj daughters,” goes 
the statement, "married Ramhet of Khorii, the other daughter 
married Gokal of Navar ” The witnesses* pointed out that 
one of Hurbux’s daughters married to Har Bhnjan of Khcrlt 
and not Ramhet of Khorii as mentioned in the Report and 
the other daughter married V.illabh and not Gokal of 
Navar We got all these details of item No. 2 verified from 
Nathi Lai as well who is the nephew of Hurbux and his testi- 
mony corroborated that of the w itnesscs. There is n third 
testimony— that of Hurbux’s Gango Gums — which is different 
from both the ahox c According to them, Hurbux bad only 
one son Ghure and two daughters— Kohiln and Panchi. 1 Fur- 
ther, according to the witnesses Hurbux had accepted money 
for the marriage of his younger daughter and not for the 
marriage of his dcler one as mentioned in the statement 

Item No 5 in the Report mentions Swarupa Jat to be 
having a son and a daughter which was confirmed as true by 
the previous investigator. Here again, the xvitncsses differed 
and said Swarupa Jat had four sons — (!) Pynrclal; (2) Aifiolah, 
(3) Ram Chandra and (4) Muthelal — and one daughter called 
Ramhi who was married at Khcra 

A portion of statement No. 9 was also contradicted by 
the witnesses They admitted that Hathon had three water 
wells for drinking— but their names were— Panhanwala, 
Kanharwala and the third Moosariwaln well shaded by five 
mango trees and not Mooliwala as stated by the child There 
was no well called Jhasroyawala as mentioned in the Report 

* Unless otherwise stated the witnesses here referred to are Pandit 
Johanla! and Mangdal 

1 Hurbux may be having only one son at the time when he 
railed his Congo Gurus who record the particulars on the basis o 
personal testimoney 
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As to the item No. 10, we asked the witnesses whether 
Hurbux had a Gujar of the village Bhore as Yajman and if so, 
whether he could give us his name. They admitted this statement 
of the child to be correct and added that the name of the Gujar 
was Ram Chand Prasadi, son of Kallu. They seemed to be 
quite confident of what they had been telling us This item 
could not however been checked by the previous investigator 
as stated m the Report. 

The witnesses supplied us greater details about the legend 
prevalent during those days about the fortress at Hathon and 
a snake connected with it. There was no inscription in the 
fortress as recalled by the child (item No. 1 1) 

Statement No 12 was confirmed as true by the witnesses 
They further added that Hurbux had survived during the famine 
by eating only Gulars, a fruit of the banyan tree as other people 
of the village did. 

As has been pointed out in the Report, statement No 13 
was admitted by the witnesses also to be incorrect They 
informed us that Hurbux had died after his father’s death 
(though they could not give us his exact date of death) and his 
death took place in his house in the village. They however, 
could not verify item No. 17 as they did not have the knowledge 
of Hurbux’s wife Gauron, nick-named “Ganjo”, though the 
previous investigator found this statement to be true Accor- 
ding to him the wife of Hurbux was called Gauron but she had 
been given the nick-name “Ganjo” because she was slightly bald 
We tried to verify this statement from other witnesses but no 
one remembered that Hurbux’s wife was nick-named “Ganjo”. 

About the statement No. 21 regarding MooJa Jat’s falling 
into the well which belonged to Hurbux, the witness gave out 
details and said that the Jat had fallen into the Kankarwala 
well and Hurbux had saved his life 

There is a discrepancy in the testimony regarding state- 
ment No 22. The child said, according to the Report, that he 
had three brothers — (1) Gilla, who was still living when be 
(Hurbux) died, (2) Ghunni, who died before he died, (3) a 
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third brother whose name he could not remember. On verifica- 
tion the investigator came to know that this statement was only 
partially correct “Hurbux had only one brother”, so runs the 
comments of the investigator, “who was called Sheobux How- 
ever, Ghunni and Gilla were his first cousins, sons of his uncle 
Bhola And Ghunni had died before Hurbux did.” But 
Nathilal besides the witnesses, pointed out that Hurbux had 
three brothers— (1) Gi!laRam,(2) Chunni Lai and (3) Haret, 
and the testimony of the Ganga Gurus points to still third 
list According to them, the names of Hurbux’s brothers were 
(1) Samsukh, (2) Brij Lai and (3) Bhagirath Thus there is no 
complete accord as to the names of Hurbux’s brothers 

Excepting the above statements of the child in which the 
witnesses either differed or gave out greater details, the rest of 
them were confirmed by them as correct or incorrect as were 
found to be on verification by the previous investigator. 

Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal has said in the begin- 
ning of his report that the Tehsildar of Weir had taken the 
child to Hathon but on page 6 he says, “The Naib Tehsildar 
added that in his opinion the child had not been given 
information about these matters by any one and he believed the 
case to be an authentic one of recall of a past life ” From this 
remark, it appears that the report was prepared by the Naib 
Tehsildar when the person who had gone to Hathon with the 
child was the Tehsildar 

Again, at a little later stage, the Report speaks of the 
testimony of Khairati as it was recorded by the Tehsildar °J 
Weir* but further it has been mentioned in the capital letters 
that the testimony of Khairati was taken down by R am 
Naib Tehsildar- The Tehsildar— Naib Tehsildar, controversy 
has already been discussed elsewhere which need not be repea 
ted here 

Concluding Remarks 

On the whole, Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal has 
tried to give a clear picture of the case However, some pout 


italics are ours 
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of weakness in iiic procedure of investigation and recording of 
the evidence do appear on the surface Proper recognition 
test” was not administered to the child and hence it cannot be 
Known from the Report as to what items in what manner did 
the child recognise at Hathori which is an important factor 
m the study of such eases. EfForl was, however, made by the 
imestigator to gather more testimony and to make certain that 
the child had had no previous knowledge about Hathori and 
about the particulars given out by him but for tins purpose only 
his father Khairati was questioned and no other witness was 
interviewed in this connection Formation of relevant hypothe- 
ses and examining them objectively was, however, not done The 
child's behaviour with his present relatives and as when he was 
with the people of Hathori should also have been keenly 
observed. 

Apart from the many shortcomings in the Report, there 
arc some points of significance which attribute to the inquiry a 
scientific attitude giving an objective account of an apparent 
case of memories of a past life As has already been pointed 
out earlier, the declarations of the child were recorded by an 
independent observer prior to the attempt at verification. This 
did not allow either of the two parties to add or modify the 
statements of the child so as to match the details of the life of 
the previous personality. Then all the items of recall by the 
child were verified at Hathori by the investigator. On verifica- 
tion, most of the items were found to be correct while some to 
be incorrect Besides, the investigation was conducted by the 
Tchsildar and the Naib Tehsildar who by virtue of their office 
get accustomed to circumstantial method of collecting evidence 
for legal cases and similar method is an important procedure of 
study in the study of cases of Extra Cerebral Memory . 

The hypothesis of normal sources of information in the 
case was also touched upon though not fully examined This 
shows that the approach was scientific though the whole proce- 
dure of investigation was lacking in many details The child at 

•Refer to "Model Recognition Tests for ECM Subjects” Manual for 

studying cases of Extra Cerebral Memory 
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Halhon was asked by the investigator to go ahead and find 
out the way to his house there No hint or any suggestion 
whatever, was provided to him and the child recognised the 
way to the house unaided Here too, we find that the test for 
recognising the house and the way leading to it was followed 
strictly by the investigator 

The investigation was thus conducted in scientific manner 
keeping objective attitude towards the facts of the case. Most 
of the shortcomings in the Report are due to the fact that it 
was not prepared m direct consultation with the original 
investigators or in reference to their written records which they 
might have prepared If written records were not made by the 
Tehsildar or the Naib Tehsildar, the writer of the Report should 
have taken pains to interview them and other primary 
witnesses 



DISCREPANCIES 


As has been pointed out earlier, the incidents of the 
case took place in the year 1922-23. Because of a very long 
period that has elapsed between the main events of the case 
and our rcmvesligation of the same in the year 1963 and 
1964, much of the memories of the witnesses have faded away 
and as a result of which many discrepancies in their statements 
with regard to certain items of vital importance to the case, 
have crept m The witnesses, as is evident from their state- 
ments, were not fully sure about the chronological order of 
the incidents that took place There was no person available 
who remained an eye-witness to all the incidents from the 
beginning to the end. 

According to the story of the case, the first person who 
visited Salimpur on hearing about Hurbux’s having reborn in 
the family of Shn Khairati of Salimpur, was the elder son of 
Hurbux Now, some of the witnesses of Salimpur mention 
him as Ghure while others Latur There are still some who 
are not sure about the name of the person who visited Salim- 
pur but this much they are sure of that the elder son of Hur- 
bux came from Hathon to Salimpur on hearing about Hur- 
bux’s taking rebirth m the family of Shn Khairati of Salimpur 

We tried to venfy about the person who first visited 
Salimpur after the incident had taken place and came to know 
from the witnesses of Hathon that it was Ghure and not 
Latur who went to Salimpur. Ghure was the elder son of 
Hurbux Persons of Hathon tesUfied that there was no per- 
son named Latur who was the son of Hurbux According to 
Nathilal, who is the surviving person in the family of Hurbux’s 
father, Hurbux had two sons — Ghure and Khatiya. Ghure 
went to Sahmpur and that there was no person named Latur 
as such. 
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Secondly, there is no agreement on the part of the wit-/ 
nesses regarding the name of Hurbux’s second son Some of/ 
the witnesses including Ram Swaroop, the elder brother of, 
Prabhu said that Shyamlal was the name of the second and 
the younger son of Hurbux, while some said, it was Latur.' 
No one in Salimpur stated that Khatiya was the name of r 
Hurbux’s second son On the other hand, witnesses of Hath-/ 
on said emphatically that Khatiya was the second son of 
Hurbux Pandit Johanlal Sharma who was emphatic about 
every statement he made, also pointed out the same and hu 
version was confirmed by Shn Nathilal who is the nephew ol 
Hurbux The report of Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal 
mentioned Shyamlal as the second son of Hurbux We also 
tried to find out whether Shyamlal was another name of, 
Khatiya but Shn Nathilal and Pandit Johan Lai Sharma demecj 
it as such According to the testimony of the Ganga Gurus} 
of Hurbux living at Soron, District Etah (U. P.), Hurbux had 
only one son named Ghure When all the witnesses speak 
of two sons and the records with the Ganga Guru speak of 
only one son, it may be that when Hurbux went to the Gan- 
ges with his wife carrying the ashes of his father Mudhe, he 
might be having only one son at that time and his second son 
might have been born afterwards and the entry about his name 
might not have been made in the records of the Ganga Guru 

The same is the case with regard to the name of Hur- 
ux s second daughter According to the report of Dr Rao 
a adur Shyam Sunderlal, her name was Bholi From the 
statements of Ram Swaroop, Pandit Johari Lai and Nathilal, 
her name appears to be Bhouti but the record of the lineage 
° rf // r ^ X S (available with Uma Shanker Chowdhan 

and Shiv Kumar Dube Hazara-the Ganga Gurus of Hurbux) 
reveals her name to be Panchi When asked whether Bhouti 
was her another name, Uma Shanker and Shiv Kumar showed 
titer ignorance about the same Hence the name of the youn- 
ger aughter of Hurbux as given by the witness is contradicted 


*See— "Testimony of the Ganga Gurus” 
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by the record maintained for centuries by I Iitrlnt\*s 
Ganw-Gtirti* at Soron. 

Snmlarlv. there is no conformity about the names of the 
husbands of nurture's daughters The child Pr.ihhu stated ( ns 
recorded in the Report ) that one or Ins daughters married 
Rnmhct of Khorli; the other daughter married Gokal of Navnr 
\ccordmg to Dr. Rao Bahadur Shy am Sunder Lnl this state- 
ment on serification was found to be correct but Pandit Johari 
Lai, Mangi Lai and Ram Suaroop contradicted this statement 
and said that the elder daughter of Ilurhuv was married to liar 
Bhnjnn of Kherh and Ins younger daughter to Vallabh of Navnr 
and further they also stated that Hurluix had accepted money 
from the family of the hov for the marriage of Ins younger 
daughter and not for the marriage of his elder daughter as 
stated to be correct by Dr. Rao Bahadur Shynm Sundcrlal 

Then again, the names of the brothers of Hurbux also do 
not find agreement. The report mentions thnt according to the 
statement of the child, lie (Hurbux) had three brothers— (I) 
Gilla, (2) Gliunni and (3) a third brother whose name he could 
not remember. On verification it was found that Hurbux had 
only one brother Slicobux. However, Gliunni and Gjlla were 
his first cousins. But the Pandit and Mangi Lai stated that 
Hurbux had three brolhcrs— (1) Gilla Ram, (2) Cliunni Lai and 
(3) Harct. According to the testimony or the Gnnga Gurus, 
Hurbux had three brollicrs-Samsukh, Brij Lai and Bliagirnlli. 
There is thus no conformity of statement on this item of recall. 

The name of the third well, viz , Mooliwala recalled by 
the child is also not undisputed. The report points out that 
this well was unknown Instead, there was a well culled Iliasro- 
yawala but this is contradicted by the statement of the Pandit 
and Mangi Lai who said it was Moosariawalu well and not 
Mooliwala or Jhasroyawala. 

People of both the villages are not sure as to how the 
news reached Hathori. Some mention Harpyari’s name while 
others reject it altogether. Here we find perhaps the greatest 
discrepancy in the statements of the people of Sahmpur. The 
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witnesses Knjori Lnl (P W. 5) and Sntt. It.is.inti (S. W. 9) arc 
of the opinion that Stnt Harpjan, chuphtcr of I'oujdar Nnrain 
of Sahmpur, who was in irncd to I'oujdar Ivlnr of Hathori, 
might hate coinnninicatcd the newt of Prabhu\ identifying him- 
self with the personality of Hurbux, to Knthoti. Hut thtir 
version is rejected by Ram Swaroop (S. W. f) who siys her 
present age is 29 years only She was not c\en born at the time 
when such an incident tool, place. His statement is confirmed 
as true by Manga! Ram (P. W. 3) in the light of the statement 
of Ram Swaroop and Mangal Ram. the statement of other wit- 
nesses appear to be ridiculous This shows host uncertain the 
people of Salimpur arc No one (among the witnesses inter- 
viewed) is sure as to how news reiched Hathori 

Then again, there is discrepancy about the name of the 
official who went to Salimpur to record the statements of 
Pr.ibhu and that of another official who tool. Prnbhu for a test 
to Hathori Most of the witnesses of .Salimpur stated that the 
State official who went to their village was a muslim having a 
long beard who was called the "Mjnaft". According to them he 
was the Tchsildar of Weir. On seeing his beard the child is 
said to have recalled that he also had a long beard in his 
previous life which got burnt while performing the ritual of 
“Hob” burning There were others who said it was Chowdhari 
Ram Swaroop, Tchsildar of Wen- who visited their village. The 
witnesses of Hathori, however, stated that it was Tchsildar 
Ram Swaroop who brought the child to their village The Collec- 
tor, Bharatpur was requested to let us Know the names of the 
Tchsildar and Naib Tchsildar of Weir during the period 1923- 
24 He informed* us that according to the records available in 
his office, Syed Abdul Qasim was the Tchsildar of Weir, District 
Bharatpur from 1st January, 1921 to Sth September, 1923 and 
Chowdhari Ram Swaroop worked as Naib Tehsildar and 
Magistrate II class in Tehsil Weir during the aforesaid period. 

Now, if the letters of the Collector, Bharatpur and the 
testimony of witnesses at Salimpur and Hathori arc considered 

•Vide his D 0 Letter No Dev/1732 dated November 12, 1964 and 
No Dev /1778 dated November 24, 1964 
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it becomes clear that the Muslim Tehsildar went to Salimpur 
to record the statement of Prabhu and the recognition tests 
were conducted at Hathon by Chowdhary Ram Swaroop, Naib 
Tehsildar, though this is not corroborated by the report of Dr. 
Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunder Lai. According to the report it is 
inst the reverse of it People might not remember whether 
Chowdhan Ram Swaroop was Tehsildar or Naib Tehsildar. 

Chowdhari Bhagwat Smgh stated with confidence that 
after the retirement of the Muslim Tehsildar of Weir, Chow- 
dhari Ram Swaroop was posted at ,Weir as Tehsildar. At the 
time when he went to Hathon to investigate the case, he was 
Tehsildar of Weir On the other hand, Pandit Johan Lai 
Sharma pointed out that during those days the Tehsildar of 
Weir was a Nawab and Chowdhari Ram Swaroop was Tehsildar 
at some other Tehsil in Bharatpur district But these state- 
ments do not find corroboration in the reply sent by the 
Collector, Bharatpur. 

The importance of this point lies m the fact that if the 
Tehsildar who took the boy to Hathon were a Muslim, the 
authenticity of the recognition and recalls of the boy would 
have become significant because according to the Muslim 
religion, the Muslims do not believe at all in reincarnation and 
hence the attitude of the Muslim Tehsilder towards all the 
proceedings would have been more stringent than that of a 
Hindu person and the testimony of his venfication would have 
earned greater weight. 

As to the amount of money the child had buried at the 
stall for the cattle in his house at Hathori too, there is no 
conformity m the statement of the witnesses People in Salimpur 
said that the child had stated rupees one hundred to have been 
buried underground and on verification the amount of rupees 
one hundred was actually found m the house of the Identified 
Person But when we interviewed the witnesses at Hathon 
we came to know that the child exactly located the place where 
he said, he had buned rupees five only The particular place 
was ordered to be dug then and there and on digging, a small 
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carthcrn pot containing rupees five only wav foimd winch the 
child said, he got as 'Dakxhhm' (gift) from one of Ins Vajnm't 
lie, however, could not recall the name of the particular 
Yajman from whom he had obtained rupees five .is gift Tims 
this is another discrepancy in the statements of the witncncs 
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asUd by the Malnr ijn to recoym** 
Chief Coachman, the boy recog- 
nised him and said. “He (5 the son 
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I had two sons-Ghure As m item No. I As m item No. 1. According to the Report this 

an yam a an statement, on verification, was found 







One of my daughters As in item No. 1 As in item No 1. The Report mentions this state- 

was married to Ramhet ment to be correct but according to 
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The house of Swaroop As in item No 1 As in item No. 
Jat was next to mine, 




( 75 ) 



14. There is an inscription As in item No. 1. As m item No 1, This statement is undisputed, 

in a fortress at Hath- The legend connected with the snake 

on where there is a m the fortress as mentioned by the 



— — — ' pandit, has been given elsewhere m 

snake dctal j Thls legend was described by 


( 76 ) 


t « a . 

O c 3 

b *• -e 

O ^ 
o j! E 
So 1 * 4 


C U , 
O J3 00 

s - g 

o a . 

§ 2 S 

tS n3 - 

2 c a 

H -2 5 

8 g 

§ bn 


S' -o , 

n c ,rt 

. S « te „ 

2 — n j? « 2 

**2 O r- «> 

’T' > *S C) ° 

° P Q u 2 Jh 

« jS ® 3 ^ ^ 

« «- a^j -a 

o 2 -a 

s 5 y *o ^ 2J 

w c > es w 3 

C 5 — -C o 

h tS h w 5 a 


w § a 

g I ! 

a £ 

•o « © „ 

•d u cs Sj 

s £ Ss 

SS5 ? 


17 The name of my wife As in item No 1 As in item No. 1. ‘The wife of Hurbnx was called 

in my last life was Gauron’ so goes the Report, ‘but she 

Ganjo which means had been given the nick-name 
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(I) Gilla — who was statement is only partially correct 

still living when Hurbirt had only one brother who 

I died was called Shco But. However, 
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the leading men of Ha- the people of Hathori and also added 

thori closely resembled that S’s behaviour was quite m heep- 

that of IP with them mg with that of IP with them 
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DISCUSSION 


The details of the supposed previous life recalled by the 
child Prabhu convinced the Naib Tehsildar, the Tehsildar of 
weir and Dr. Shyam Sunderlal of the genuineness of the case 
Other primary witnesses who were interviewed also showed 
satisfaction with the case and pointed out that it was really a 
case of reincarnation Except a very few statements of the 
boy, his other statements on verification by the investigators 
were found to be correct They were also of the opinion that 
the child could not possibly get information about Hathon 
through any normal means. 


As to the recognition of certain persons in Hathon and 
of Ghure in Salimpur, the report of Dr. Shyam Sunderlal is 
silent However, the witnesses interviewed at Salimpur point- 
ed out that the child did recognise the person who had come 
to that village from Hathon though they were not sure about 
his name Some said it was Ghure, others said it was Latur 
There were still others who did not remember his name at all. 
But no one said that the son of Hurbux who had been to Salim- 
pur was not distinctly recognised by the boy. 


Then again, according to the statements of Chowdhan 
Bhagwat Singh and Shn Natlulal, the child recognised both of 
them at the Royal Palace at Bharatpur, though Chowdhan 
Bhagnat Singh could not testify to the recognition of Natlulal 
m his presence nor could Natlulal do so m case of Chow- 
dhan Bhagwat Singh. As a matter of fact, Natlulal was not 
present at the time when the child was ashed by the Maharaja 

of Bharatpur to recognise Chowdhan Bhagwat Singh as stated 

b> Natlulal himself. But Chowdhan Bhagwat 'Singh was 
present at the time Nathilal was called by the Maharaja. But 
soil Bhagwat Singh did not remember whether Naihi La! was 
recognised by the box. As has been stated by Bhagwat Singh 
hmtxcir.hc was a very busy man He was at the he, gin of 
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his glory and therefore it was just possible that he might not 
have paid much attention to what had happened at that time 

While discussing the report of Dr Shyatn Sunderlal, 
it was pointed out that according to the report the child 
“could not exactly place his house in the middle of the ruins 
piled around there” though he reached the end But the 
primary witnesses m Hathon testified to the recognition of the 
house of Hurbux distinctly by the child and Pandit Johan- 
lal also described the manner in which he had recognised the 
house The child was asked to go ahead and find out his 
house He set off and a small retinue of people followed him 
He walked a few steps, then stopped hesitating After a few 
moments he again started walking Without stopping for a 
moment to think which path to take at the house of Mangi- 
lal where the road is divided into two narrow roads, he went 
along the path leading to the house of Hurbux He entered 
the porch of the Haveh, recognised the house of Rampal Jat 
and then stood before the house of Hurbux (then in ruins) and 
said, “This is my house ” The recognition by Prabhu of the 
path leading to the house of Hurbux unaided was an undis- 
puted fact though there may be discrepancy about the recog- 
nition of the house Prabhu had never been to Hathon acc- 
ording to the testimony of the witnesses How could he then 
find the way i The report of Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunder- 
lal and the testimony of all the primary witnesses are very 
clear about it How could he reach unless he was guided ? 

Similarly, recognition of any person at Hathori by him 
was denied by Dr Shyam Sunderlal According to him, when 
the child was taken to Hathon, the four chief persons of the 
village were presented to him next morning but he does not say 
whether the child recognised them at all But Pandit Johan- 
lal and Mangdal — the primary witnesses, testified to their recog- 
nition by the child 

bet us now examine the case in the light of three hypo- 
theses mentioned earlier The first hypothesis relates to the 
fraudulent motive behind the case The report of Dr Shyam 
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Sunderlal does not cast any doubt about fraudulent contrivance 
ot the case, rather, according to the report, the Naib Tehsil- 
dar became convinced after conducting the enquiry that the 
case was an authentic one of recall of a past life Apart from 
the report, we tried to ascertain from the witnesses them- 
selves who were interviewed at Sahmpur and Hathon whether 
the case was fabricated but no one came forward to testify 
to the veracity of this hypothesis All witnesses further testi- 
fied that Khairati was a simple man and was popular for his 
righteous ways 

We tried to know if there was any publicity motive of 
the party of the Subject but we could not find any witness who 
could testify to such a motive behind the case The child 
began to speak about his supposed previous life at the age 
of about one and half years In the beginning, his utterances 
were not heeded to but when he began to repeat sentences, 
his parents, especially his mother took a note of it and then 
gradually all the other members of his family as weE as his 
relatives began to ask him to tell them m detail about his pre- 
vious life Then the incident became known to the villagers 
but neither the report of Dr Shym Sunderlal mentions any- 
thing as to the manner in which the news spread among peo- 
ple of distant places nor could we find any witness either at 
Sahmpur or at Hathon who could inform us as to how the 
news or the incident reached the Press. We also interviwed 
the persons associated with the case at Ajhu and in Bharat- 
pur city but they too could not furnish us the required infor- 
mation. It was through the Introduction to the report of Dr. 
Shyam Sunderlal which was published in the French magazine 
"Rente Metapsychique" , that we came to know that the case 
was first published m some Hindi Magazine ‘Kalpaka’ As 
to the exact date of publication in the Hindi magazine and the 
contents of the item published, we can say nothing 

It was Chowdhan Bhagwat Singh who informed Maha- 
raja Kishan Singh of Bharatpur about the case but he was 
not sure as to how he had come to know or it When asked 
about it, he simply said, “There was rumour amongst villagers 
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of Hatlion about the incident." Whether there was any 
monetary motive of the party concerned, cannot, therefore, be 
said The ease came to the notice of the Maharaja who was 
said to be interested in such eases: He sent for the child from 
Sahmpur The child was later given fine clothes to wear and 
some cash by the Maharaja and b> his mother also who is 
said to have had brief conversation with the boy when he was 
brought to the royal palace It may be argued that Sltri 
Khairati might be knowing previously that the Maharaja was 
deeply interested in such cases and therefore in order to take 
advantage of the situation he might in collusion with Chow* 
dhan Bhagwat Singh, hnvc entered into an understanding 
that he would also be entitled to share somo profit in the 
business Chowdhari Bhagwat Singh might hnvc, therefore, 
informed the Maharaja about the ease. But no evidence has 
been found in support or this point of view. 

The point whether Sltri Khairati and the members of his 
family were given to the tendency of fabricating eases like 
this, also does not find support. Upon asking the witnesses 
about the disposition and the habit or Shri Khairati and the 
members of his family as to concoct eases of this type, it was 
told that they were not such type of persons as to stage a 
raudulant drama Hence the hypothesis that the ease is a 
fabricated one does not seem to hold good though doubts 
remain persisting in our mind as to certain, points discussed 
a ve During the times of princely States under the British 
regime it was full of great risk for a person to fabricate 
cases and hence it seems improbable that the family of the 
C " resorled to this means. Besides, Khairati did not try to 
gam any favour even after his aquaintance with the Maharaja 

The next hypothesis that there may be normal sources of 
in ormation m this case is to be examined now As has been 
mentioned elsewhere, the route to Hathon from Sahmpur is 
o irect We were informed by the people of Sahmpur that 
rm? ' S \ n ° ther shorter rou te through the hill side but the mam 
' * * rough Weir and Bhusnwar Bhusawar is a market place 

1 <) where the people of Hathon and Sahmpur generally 
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meet and exchange talks This was verified by the witnesses 
of both the places The manner in which the news reached 
Hathori is not known to any witness. They simply said that 
there was a rumour about the case. Some mentioned the name 
of Smt Harpyan, daughter of Foujdar Naram of Sahmpur, who 
was, according to them married to Foujdar Ishar of Hathori. 
They thought she might have communicated the news to the 
people of Hathori but their statment was refuted by others who 
said Smt. Harpyan was not even born by that time. It appears 
ridiculous that such a great discrepancy appears in the state- 
ment of the witnesses regarding the person who might have 
carried the news to Hathori. On verification, we came to know 
that Smt Harpyan is not more than 30 years old. She is 
married to Foujdar Ishar of Hathon. Since the case is more 
than 40 years old, she was obviously not even born by that time. 
Due to this forgetful nature of the people of Sahmpur, many 
discrepancies id their statements obout certain items have crept 
in which have been discussed separately under “Discrepancies”. 


Because of Bhusawar being a common market place for 
the people of both the concerned villages, there remains the 
possibility of communication of information about Hurbux and 
his family to the family of the boy But the witnesses testified 
that there was no exchange between the two families prior to 
verification Some were not sure whether there was any sort 
of exchange between the two parties The testimony of some 
of the witnesses points to the wide acquaintance ofKhairati, 
father of the child who was a famous religious preacher. 
According to them Shn Khairati used to go to the neighbouring 
vi ages though not so often to give religious talks to the people 
and Hathori was also one of such villages where he used to go. 
Therefore, he developed acquaintance with many people This 
B why when Chore. the son of Hurbux went to the village 
alimpur.Khairatialonce asked him the reason of his coming 
to that village wuhout asking f or his introduction He was 

toh,m People m Hathon ais ° venfied 
Tact that Khairati was a famous religious preacher who used to 

go their village occasionally for delivering religious dzscourse 
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on 'Rukmam Mongol' When ashed whether any one of them 
had ever seen his son Prabhu with him m their village, they 
categorically denied the same No one expressed his doubt 
about the integrity of Khairati, and they did not think that the 
particulars of the death of Hurbux and the details of his family 
were gathered by Khairati and communicated to his son Prabhu 
who might have been tutored to speak like that Nor did they 
speak of any other person who might have communicated the 
particulars of Hurbux’s death to Khairati m Salimpur. In his 
statement, recorded by Naib Tehsildar Ram Swaroop 
(according to the report of Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam- 
Sunderlal), Khairati also stated that he had never been to 
Hathon and had no relations there He further stated that no 
one in his village had relatives there nor the least contact with 
that village But, however, this is perhaps the greatest weak 
point of the case. 

As to the third and the last hypothesis — whether the case 
is suggestive of Extra Cerebral Memory — it may be said that so 
far as recognition of items at Hathori is concerned there is a 
divided opinion In the opinion of Dr. Rao Bahadur Shyam- 
Sunderlal, the child could not recognise anybody at Hathon 
On the other side the testimony recorded by us points out that 
Prabhu recognized some persons at Hathori, Salimpur and 
Bharatpur This dispute is major and its solution is not 
available 

But the recalls of the boy were vivid The items of recall 
as tabulated in the table of Recalls were got checked previously 
by the Tehsildar of Weir who went to Hathori with the boy 
and again by us recently when we went to Salimpur and 
Hathori According to the Report, the child recalled that the 
name of his wife m his previous life was Ganjo which means 
bald and this statement on verification was found to be correct 
This recall by the child is vivid because it gives greater details 
about the wife of the Identified Person She was slightly bald 
and hence nick-named *Ganjo’, but the persons ot Hathon 
could not say anything about it when asked by us. 
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Recall of the details pertaining to the acceptance of money 
for the marriage of one daughter of the Identified Person 
and not for the marriage of the other is also significant This 
item of recall was found to be correct on verification 

Then, the description given out by the child when he was 
questioned at his father’s house in Salimpur — of the tank, the 
fortress, the path, the wells of Hathori and the spot where he 
claimed to have buried rupees five, was found, on verification, 
to be correct m every detail. These items of recall are quite 
vivid and remarkable, The Naib Tehsildar also added, in 
conclusion, that he believed the case to be an authentic one of 
recall of past life 



CONCLUDING REMARKS 

The case lacks potentiality because of cctlain discrepancies 
found in the statements of the witnesses. Bccnii'c of the lapse 
of a considerable long time between the main events of the case 
and its present study, people were not sure of the chronological 
order of the events that took place nor could they furnish 
definite dates about the death of Ilurbus and the birth of 
Prabhu In absence of these dates, the intervening period 
could not be calculated, which is a vital point of consideration 
in the study of such cases Possibilities of normal sources of 
information remain open though testimony of the witnesses to 
this effect is silent The date of birth of Prabhu could however, 
be known from his horoscope produced by his father before the 
State official who first investigated the case 

If the report of Dr Rao Bahadur Shynm Sundcrlal is 
taken as depicting a true picture of the case then most of the 
testimony furnished by Pandit Johan Lai, Mnngi Lnl and 
Nathilal falls through But if their testimony is considered 
to bear greater authenticity then the findings of the Report turn 
out to be incorrect Most of the statements of Prnbhu were on 
verification found to be correct by the pres ious investigator but 
some of them have been refuted by the Pandit and other witne- 
sses on their present verification 

There are some items of recall which arc undisputed, there 
are Others about which there is no conformity at nil Testimony 
is divided even as to the names of the members of the family of 
Hurbux Though there are many shortcomings in this case, 
the case has been reinvesligated and reported afresh because of 
the reasons explained in the Preface to this report Fraud may 
not be there but there is no distinct evidence either as to the 
paranormol source of information on the part of the subject m 
this case save his finding out the path to the house of the Identi- 
fied Person unaided The tesUmony of the people of Hathori, 
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no doubt, suggests the occasional visits of Sliri Khairati, the 
father of Prabhu, to their village but no where in the statement 
of any witness either at Sahmput or at Hathon, has it been 
found that Prabhu ever accompanied his father to Hathon 
The house of Hurbux at Hathori is not situated at a cons- 
picuous place How could the child Prabhu who had never 
been to Hathon previously reach the destination unaided, 
remains inexplicable. Herein lies the strength of the case. 

Because in most of such cases, both the parties come into 
contact with each other prior to their independent investigation 
by a third party, the investigators have to rely on circumstantial 
evidence and to resort to the case history method in their 
investigation It is only when the parlies have not met, that 
controlled tests can be administered to the subject and all the 
possible variables examined. Till such cases are reported, we 
have to depend on circumstantial evidence and base our 
inquiries on the retrospective data 



STATEMENTS OF WITNESSES 

SALIMPUR.* 

STATEMENTS OF THE WITNESSES RECORDED IN 
SALIMPUR VILLAGE, TEHSIL WEIR, DISTRICT 
BHARATPUR. 

The statement of Shri Brij Mohan S/o Sliri Pancha; age 
73 years, village— Sahmpur (Witness No. 1— S. W) 

(Sliri Brtj Mohan is not related to the family of the Sub- 
ject (Prabliu) He is not the Primary Witness but Ins statement 
has been recorded in order to know the extent of convergence 
between his statement and that of other witnesses He is not a 
self assuming pei son He is forgetful too He confirmed that 
Prabhu recognised Gliure, the son of Hurbux). 

Prabhu was quite a child when he began to speak of his 
previous life One day he said to his mother, “Mother, you 
do not cook bread as nicely as my former mother did” His 
mother simply ignored his remark. After a few days he again 
complained to his mother of the pain m his knee and said, 
feel pam in my knee I was deer in my second birth. A 
hunter hit the bullet m my knee as a result of which Idled 
instantaneously Previous to that I was Hurbux Brahman of 
e vi age Hathon I have taken my third birth here in Salim* 
pur These sentences startled the members of the family and 
e news immediately came to be known to the villagers 
ecause of the small population in this village, every minor 

appenmg in anyone’s house here is known to all the villagers 
m no time 

The boy also said that his beard caught fire when he was 
pe ommg the ritual of hoh burning When he gave out these 

*Kh^ 0th ' rWS ° Statell ' th ° V1,la8e Sahmpur means, Sahmpur 
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particulars, the Tehsildar of Weir, who was a Muslim and 
known as the Nawab, at the instance of Maharaja Kishan Singh 
of Bharatpur, came here to verify the statements of the boy The 
boy was taken to Hathori. There he is said to have recogni- 
sed the son of Hurbux and also pointed out the place where 
Hurbux used to fasten his buffaloes. 

He died at the age of about 3 or 4 years because of 
diarrohoca He spoke of Hathori for about 2 to 4 months. 

Q. Did everything happen m your presence ’ 

A No. I was not present. I simply heard from my 
friends. 

Q. Who came to your village to take the boy to Bharat- 
pur ? Was he a Hindu or a Muslim ’ 

A. A Muslim Tehsildar of Weir came to our village to 
take the boy to Bharatpur He was known as 
‘Nawab Sahib’ 

Q Do people of Salimpur and Hathori meet at 
Bhusawar 1 

A. Yes Bhusawar is a market-place for the people of 
both these villages Often people of both the villa- 
ges meet there. 

Q. Was Shn Khairati m the habit of fabricating cases 
like this v 

A No He was not given to such habits 

Q Did Khairati ever visit Hathori before the incident 
took place ? 

A I do not know 

Q Did Ghure visit Salimpur before Prabhu started 
speaking about his previous life and was Ghure 
recognized by the boy ? 

A I did not see Ghure before the incident had taken 
place. However he used to come often with gifts 



( 92 ) 


for Prabliu He continual to come to Salimpur 
even after the death of Prabliu. He was last seen 
some five years ago 

Statement of Shri Mongol Unm Sharma S/o Shrl GIrdhnri; 
age— SO jears (nephew 0 r Prabhu and couslon of fJrij Mohan) 
Village Snlimpur, (Witness No 3. P. W.), 

{Sim Hangul Ram was the pla) mate of Prabhu though he 
iras older than Prabhu He could not recollect tin names of the 
persons connected nith the case but could remember the inci- 
dents) 


When Prabhu attained the age of about t'\ o years, he, 
one night, cried, "Oh 1 Hoiv my children might be >" When 
ashed as to how he talked in that fashion, he said, "I am a 
Brahman of Hathyori. I have two sons— Latur, and Ghan- 
shyam Ghanshyam was perhaps the another name of 
Ghure Both these persons arc now dead. Ghurc died in 
honre, a village 7 miles from Salimpur on the Bhusawar— 
Weir route 


Again one day the boy said to [us mother Smt Suraj 
«wu " MY Ch,ldren m ‘S ht b6 ,n trouble” Then I asked him, 
, arc ^ ou talking of'’’’ The news then spread among 
e villagers I told the villagers not to talk much to the boy 
a out t is matter because he might become nervous Though 
e was quite younger to me in age, he was my uncle 


irst, Latur, the son of Hurbux came here alone riding 
’ >aC '' WaS as ''" cd to 8,1 Khairatyi sent for 
H " f Prabhu came out of the house with Ins mother 
sairtlif 6 ’ ^ l0 ls tins gentleman i" He spontaneously 

t i at e was his elder son Prabliu told about many things 
ed m to u LatUr had dlnner with Khairatiji Then he return- 
at on Latur had brought some gifts with him 


wee ^ later, a car came here and the boy was 

and t! aharaJa 0f Bharat P u r Maharaja Kishan Smgh 

and Foujdar Bhagwat Singh took the bo, to Hathon There 
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lie is said lo have recognised his house and the route to it. He 
also pointed out the place in the stable where he had buried 
rupees forty. He also recognised the two tamarind trees. 

Shn Khairatiji (the father ofPrabhu)had a previous 
acquaintance with Latur and therefore when Latur came over 
here, Shn Khairatiji asked him as to how he came Shn 
Khairatiji was a famous man known for his religious discourses 
and hence he had contacts with many persons Shn Khaira- 
tiji asked the boy to recognise Latur and he atonce said, “He 
is my son” Shn Khairatiji never took Prabhu with him to 
any place though he often used to go to many villages for 
giving discourse on ‘Rukmani Mangal’. Prabhu was about 
four years old when he died. 

Q. Who came to the house of Shn Khairatiji ? Was he 
Ghure or Latur 9 

A. Probably Latur. 

Q What were you doing at that time 9 

A I was playing near the house of Shn Khairatiji. 

Q What did you see then 7 Describe the situation. 

A Shn Khairatiji was sitting on a cot outside his 
house Latur came on horse back. He alighted 
from his horse He was then asked by Shn Khai- 
ratiji to sit by lus side Shn Khairatiji bad a previous 
acquaintance with Latur He then sent for Prabhu 
who was inside the house When Prabhu came out, 
Shn Khairatiji asked him pointing to Latur, “Who is 
he 1” Prabhu atonce said, “He is my elder son ” 
Saying this he began to weep and embraced Latur 

Q. Did Khairatiji ask Prabhu to recognise the son of 
Hurbux by saying, “Do you know this man, the son 
of Hurbux 7” 

A. I can distinctly remember that Khairatiji simply 
pointed towards the person and asked Prabhu to 
recognize him. On this, Prabhu gave the name of 
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the man which f do not remember now. Answer of 
the boy made Khniratiji and others happy. 

Q Arc you sure it was Lntur who came to your tillage ^ 

A I am not sure about the name but 1 remember the 
incident 

Q Did Latur come to your village previously ? 

A I did not see him previously but afterwards he 
used to come here occasionally. 

Statement of Shri Rndha Krishna S/o Shri Durgn Brahman; 
age~61 years, tillage— Salimpur, Profession— Cultirallon 
(nephew of Prnlilin) (Witness No 2-P W ) 

( Shri Radha Krishna is of forgetful nature Since the 
incident is very old, he remembers the major factors only and not 
the details He is primary witness anil narrates the mndent as 
he remembers it) 

At the age of about one and half years Prabhu began to 
speak One day he murmured, “My son might be in trouble". 
I atonce asked him, “Which son Upon which lie said, “1 
have two sons and also a wife at Hathori" My age at that 
time tvas about 20 years 1 asked him about many items and 
he told me all correct 

The news spread immediately and the people of Hathori 
also came to know of it. Hurbux’s son came here and wept 
bitterly He was seated here and the boy recognised him of his 
own accord without getting any hint from any person about 
them 


Thereafter, Foujdar Bhagwat Singh of Hathori came here 
with Maharaja Kishan Smgh of Bhatatpur. X do not remem- 
ber the names of the sons of Hurbux who came here ns the case 
is a very Old one 1 did not go to Hathori with the boy. The 
boy was taken to Hathori by the Tehsildnr He was accompa- 
nied by his father Shri Khairati and his elder brother Shri 
Bala Ram who died long ago 
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I was present when the son of Prabhu came here. He 
came here alone Prabhu atonce said, “He is my son”. He 
also spoke his name which I do not remember, perhaps it was 
Latur who is now dead. However, I can recollect the event 
of coming of the son of Hurbux and his recognition by Prabhu 

Q. How vividly do you remember the incident chrono- 
logically 9 

A. X do not remember the minor details of the case but I 
have stated above what I still remember 

Q Did Prabhu recognize Ghure 9 

A. Yes 1 was siting at a hearing distance from the house 
of Prabhu Shn Khairati was sitting on a cot 
Prabhu was inside the house when Ghure came here. 
I did not know him Shri Khairati called Prabhu 
who, when came out, immediately recognised Ghure 
and said, “He is my son”. Shn Khairati simply said, 
“Do you know, who is he 9 ” 

Q. Did Ghure ever come to your village previously 9 

A No. So far as I know he did not come But when 
Prabhu recognised him, be came twice or thrice to 
this place and brought fruits for Prabhu and continu- 
ed to visit even after the death of Prabhu 

Q. Was there any exchange between the family of 
Prabhu and that of Hurbux ? 

A Not necessarily. I did not see any member of 
Hurbux’s family in my village prior to the incident 
Shn Khairati’s circle was wide He was known to 
many persons So he might be knowing some 
persons in Hathon also 

Q Did Prabhu go to Hathon previously 9 

A. To my knowledge he did rot go. But I can’t say 
definitely. 
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Q Do you think Slin Khatrnti was given to the lendcncy 
of fabricating such eases ’ 

A I don't think so. 

Q Do you think Smt Harpyari, daughter of Foujdar 
Narain of your village, who was married to foujdar 
Ishar of Hnthori, had carried the news to Hathori 7 

A No No ITarpyari was not even born at (hat time 
Site is hardly 30 years old and the case is more than 
40 years old, 

Statement of Shri Vishnu Dutt Sharmn S/O Shri Rnm- 
Swnroop Sharmn age-23 jears profession service (Instructor in 
Panchaynti Raj’ Training Centre, Rilnspur); inteniened at 
Snhmpur (Nephew of Prabhu) witness No. 4-S.W ) 

Shri Vishnu Dull is a young and educated person When 
we were going lo Salimpur. he met us along with his father Shri 
Ram Swaroop at the Chonkarwada Bus Stand We took both 
of them with us and reached Salimpur* He helped us in arrang- 
ing interviews with the witnesses individually. He is the 
secondary witness who heard the story from others. He co- 
operated with us fully in our inquiry about the case and about the 
family of Shri Kliairati It war mainly because of him that 
our Salimpur part of the investigation could be conducted 
conveniently) 

When I was reading in class VI, I heard the stoiy of my 
uncle Prabhu from my uncle Shri Balaran, who used to tell us 
many interesting stones He told me, that one night it was 
raining and Prabhu was sleeping with his mother All of a 
sudden be groaned, "How my children might be doing *" He 
was asked as to what children he was speaking of He then said, 
“My children are m Hathori ’’ He also said that sometimes he 
felt pain m his leg He was a deer in his second birth and 
previous to that he was Hurbux Brahmin of Hathori A hunter 

•Shri Vishnu Dutta Sharma and his father were left at a distance 
from their house and were requested not to meet us before they were sent 
for and they agreed to do so, 
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fired bullet which lut his knee as a result of which he died. 
Then it is said that he was taken to the Maharaja of Bbarat- 
pur. The boy was pleased to see the golden chain around the 
neck of the Maharaja and expressed his desire to have it The 
Maharaja then promised him to get another similar chain 
minted for him 

After a couple of days the boy was taken to Hathori 
where, it is said, he pointed out the spot in the stable where he 
had buried rupees forty and also the name of the wells. 
When Prabhu died, the Maharaja was very much grieved to 
hear the sad news. 

Statement of Shri Kaj'orilnl Sharma s/o Shri Ram Kumar 
Shnrma; age— SO years; Village — Salimpur; profession— culti- 
t at ion (Witness No 5 — P.W.). 

(Shri Kajorilal is m distant relationship with Shri Ram 
Swaroop S,'o Shri Khairati He is the primary witness who con- 
firms the recognition of Gliure, the son of Hurbux He is a bit 
forgetful of the whole story but whatever he remembers, he 
appears to have slated sincerely ) 

One night while in mild sleep, Prabhu began to murmur 
and then he began to weep His mother Smt Suraj Kaur 
alias Gulab Kaur said to him, “My son, why do you weep 7” 
He then replied that his children might be in trouble The 
mother lulled him to sleep Next morning she asked him why 
he was speaking of his family Thereupon he said, “My sons 
are in Hathori” “Do you have children asked his father 
“Yes”, replied the boy, “I have two sons— one Ghure and the 
other’s name I do not remember ” 

Then the news of this incident spread among the villagers 
Smt Harpyari daughtei of Foujdar Naratn of this village was 
married to Foujdar Ishar of Hathori She talked in Hathori 
about this incident ‘ Having come to know about Prabhu’s 
claiming to be Hurbux of Hathori, Ghure, the elder son of 

1 This statement has been contradicted by other witnesses 
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Hurbux came over here I was (hen about 10 years old I 
was sitting .it the house ofShri Khnirati when Ohure came 
here Prabhu recognised Glmre and began to weep as soon as 
he saw him He particularly mentioned his name without 
getting any hint from any person here Ghurc returned to 
Hathori and told his famtlj and other villagers about the 
incident 

Thereafter, Foujdar Bhagsvat Singh of Hathori came to 
this place on being directed by the Maharaja of Bliaratpur. 
Prabhu was sent for When he came, lie again began to weep 
before foujdar Bhagwat Singh He was then taken to the 
Maharaja Sahib who ordered the Tchsildar of Weir to investi- 
gate the case The Tchsildar then took the boy to Hathori 
There, it is said, he recognised his house and some persons of 
that village He is also said to have pointed out the exact spot 
where he said he had buried rupees forty 

Q Describe the scene you saw when Ghurc enme to your 
village 

A I was playing with other boys at a ‘ short distance 
from the house of Shn Khatratyi When Ghure 
came here, we stopped playing and began to see him 
as he was a stranger to us He went to the house of 
Shn Khairatiji who was sitting on a cot on the raised 
platform outside his house Shn Khairatiji receded 
him cordially and asked him the reason of his visit 
Ghure said that lie had come simply to see the child 
Prabhu Prabhu was then called for from inside the 
house He came out along with his mother Shn 
Khairatiji asked him to recognise the stranger He 
recognised him as his elder son and also mentioned 
his name 

Q Was Ghure not a stranger to Shn Khairati 9 

A Probably not because he atonce asked him, "How 
did you come 7 
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Q Did Fottjdar Bhngw.it Singh come here? Were 
you present 7 

A. I was not present. I simply heard from others 
I remember only of Ghttrc’s coming over here 

Q. Was there any exchange between both the parties 
previously , 

A. As far as I know, I don’t think so 

Q. Do you think it was Smt Hnrpyan of your village 
who might have carried the news to Hathon ? 

A. Yes, I do think like that. 

Q What was her age at that time ? 

A. I do not know exactly She was a young woman 

Statement of Shri Dhsram Singh s/o Shri Sonpal ; agc-45 
years, castc-Jat; tiilagc-Salimpur. (Witness No 6 S W.) 

(Shri Dharam Singh was the playmate of Pralhu Ashe 
was also a child, he does not remember the incident ill detail He, 
however, heard about the whole case from his follow beings 
Though he was very close to Prabhu, yet Prabhu never i ecalled 
any incident of his alleged previous life before him ) 

I was the playmate of Prabhu I was of his age when the 
incident took place. I do not remember the details of the case 
as X was a child Prabhu never mentioned to me about hrs 
previous life and his sons prior to his son's coming to this place 
He became very much pleased to see bis son here and gave me 
berries brought by Ghure for him 

I heard from my parents that Prabhu used to say that 
he belonged to Hathon and that his name was Hurbux He 
had two sons and two daughters The Maharaja of Bharatpur 
being interested m this case of rebirth, ordered the Tehsildar 
of Weir to conduct an inquiry of the case Consequently, Prabhu 
was produced before the Maharaja who asked him some 



( 100 ) 


questions to which, it is said, lie replied correcil). He was 
then taken to Hnthori where, I was told, he recognised his 
house and the important persons of that ullage. 

Q Do you remember the incident in detail 9 

A No 1 remember on!} one thing that Prnbhu gate me 
berries because he was scry happy to see his sonin 
our village, 

Q Who was Sint Harpy nr i 9 Do you (now anything 
about her 9 

A. No, I don't knosv 

Statement of Shn Hoop Singh s’o Ghendn Ram; age— 73 
Years; Lambcrdar; tillage— Sallmpur. (Witness No. 7 S. W.). 

(Shn Roop Singh is the neighbour of Ram Snoroop He 
is forgetful of the a cuts of the case and does not recall fully 
nhat had happened in this cate Being quite an old fellow Ills 
memory is sharply declining ) 

The boy used to tell about Hnthori He also told his 
name which I do not remember. I was informed that he recalled 
that m the marriage of one of his daughters he accepted money 
from the family of bride-groom Khairati of this village used 
to give religious discourse at distant places, so he had wide 
acquaintance When the news of this incident spread out, a nius- 
lim Thanedar (Incharge of Police Station) of Bhusawar came to 
this village. He was having a long beard On seeing lum 
Prabhu said, “I also had a long beard w Inch caught fire when 
f was burning the fire on the occasion of Holi ” 

I do not remember whether the boy was taken to Hathori 
at all I am also not sure whether the Tehsildar of Weir came 
to this village At that time the Tehsildar of Weir was a Mus- 
lim fellow who was popular by his nick-name — Nawab 

Q Who came to your village 9 Was he Incharge, Police 
Station, Bhusawar or Tehsildar of Weir ? 
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I do not exactly remember This is a very old ease. 
This much I remember that the fellow who came to 
our village was having beard and when Prnbhu saw 
him. he said that he was also having a long beard in 
his previous life 

Q. Do you hare any Knowledge of a lady named Har- 
pvan m your village who was married at Hathon ? 

A. T do not know as such. 

Statement of Sliri Ram Snnroop s/o Khairati Lai Brahman; 
age — 55 years; Snrpanch of the tillage Satimpur. (Witness No. 8 
— S W.). 

( Sliri Ram Swaroop is a somewhat educated man who is 
the Sarpnnch of the village of Sahnipur. He is the elder brother 
of Prabhu whose case is under study. He was previously inter- 
viewed in the month of December, 1963 He tens interviewed for 
the second time m Saltmpur on 6th November, 1964. He is an 
intelligent and a smart fellow Whatever statement he has given 
he is confident of the same ) 

First statement recorded on 25th December, 1963. (at Bhu- 
sawar) ; — (Tape recorded) 

Prabhu was my younger brother. He was bom on Magh 
Sudi 2nd Samvat 1975 (corresponding to Sunday, 2nd February, 
1919) He began to speak at the age of one and half years. 
One night while in sleep he murmured, “How my children might 
be doing”. My mother who was sleeping by his side, exclaimed, 
“What children He told her that he wanted to know about 
his former children. On being asked, “How many children 
did you have ■>”, he said, “Four— two sons and two daughters, 
Ghure and Shyam Lai were my sons and Kokila and Bhouti 
were my daughters” He also said that he had accepted some 
money from the party of Kherli for the marriage of his elder 
daughter Kokila while m the marriage of his younger daughter 
Bhouti he did not 
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He was then asked to tel! about his previous life Where- 
upon he said that his name was Hurbux and that he belonged 
to Hathori When Maharaja Kishan Singh of Bharatpur came 
to know of this incident, he sent the Tehslldar of Weir (who 
was Muslim by religion) for the investigation of the case. First 
Prabhu was taken to the Maharaja and then to Hathori where 
he was asked to re cognise the items he had recalled 

There he recognised his house, and Kunti Jat whom he 
narrated his dispute with him regarding the tamarind tree in 
Hathori He also pointed out the ‘Kund’ (pond) where, he 
said he used to take bath He also then located the spot where 
he had buried rupees one hundred On digging the particular 
spot the amount of rupees one hundred was actually found. 
The Tehsildar Weir and Chowdhari Bhagwat Singh were present 

Prabhu one day said to my mpther, “Mother, some time 
I feel pain in my knee” When asked, "Why he replied that 
he possessed the body of a deer after giving up the body of 
Hurbux “A hunter chased me and I was shot dead The bullet 
passed through my knee and after suffering acute pain m my 
knee for a short time, I breathed my last” 

Q Was there any mark on his knee ? ' 

A No But, however, there was a small scar on the 
right side of his waist which was somewhat blakish 

Q. Did any member of your family know the family of 
Hurbux previously , 

A No 

Q Is there any surviving person in Hathori who has the 
knowledge of this incident ’ 

A Yes Bhagwat Singh is still in Hathori 
8 Second statement recorded on 6th November, 1964 

Prabhu was my younger brother In Samvat 1977 (1920 
AD) he began to speak He was hardly 13 months old at that 
time He never spoke in a childlike language. 



( >03 ) 


The ease was that one night when it was raining, Prabhu 
(about 3 or 4 years old) while in sleep, murmured ‘Oh Ram t 
How my children might be doing My mother who was sleep- 
ing bv his side ashed him to sleep as other children were also 
sleeping. Thereupon he said that he had his own children, but 
m\ mother lulled him to sleep without paying any heed to what 
lie had said in a low voice. Then after a month or two at 
night he repeated the same sentence to Daulat Ram (the son of 
rm uncle) upon which Daulat Ram ashed him, “What children 
do you mean ?” Then our desire to ask him grew more 
intense. Upon our asking about his name, place etc , he 
said, “My name is Hurbux. I belong to Hathon ” He 
also told us that he had two sons and two daughters Ghure 
and Shyamlal were the names of his sons as he told us and 
Kokila and Bhouti were his daughters. He further pointed out 
that Kokila— Ins elder daughter— was married to Har Bhajan of 
village Kherh His younger daughter Bhouti was married to 
Vallabh of village Navar In the marriage of his elder daughter 
he accepted some money from the family of the boy but m the 
marriage of his younger daughter he did not There might be 
some thing wrong with the boy and for that Hurbux might have 
taken money from the other side. Prabhu further told us that 
he had beard which caught fire when he was performing the 
ritual of Hoh burning He told my mother one day that he 
felt some pain m his knee occasionally When asked, “Why 7” 
he said that he was having the body of a deer before taking 
his birth in our family He further said that a hunter had fired 
a bullet at him which hit his knee and after suffering severe 
pain for sometime, he died 

The topic of this incident was discussed by some people 
at Bhusawar Bhusawar is a mandi and the people of Hathon 
and Salimpur often meet there while marketing Thus the news 
spread and somehow reached Hathon. 

When the news reached Hathon, Ghure, the elder son of 
Hurbux came to this village He was instantaneously recognis- 
ed by Prabhu He then returned to Hathon Thereafter, 
Maharaja Kishan Singh of Bharatpur when heard about this 
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incident, oidcrtd the boy to be brought before him. He was 
interested in such cases of rebirth It was Fotijdar Bhagwat 
Singh who first informed the Mnhnrnin about this incident The 
boy was tnl.cn to lihar.itpur where he was interviewed by the 
Maharaja Raja Kishan Singh who was Chief ofSlnlTatlhc 
palace of the Maharaja, took the boy nnd tossed him into the 
air, upon which lie said to him “You sin)) be punished by the 
Maharaja ” This prediction came out to be true Raja Kishan 
Singh was exiled from the State. Then, ns directed by the 
Maharaja, the boy was taken to Ihiihori by the Telisitdarof 
Weir who was also basing a beard, I did not accompany the 
boy He was taken in a bullock carl There at Hathori, it is 
said, he recognised Foujdar Bhagwat Singh son ofCapt Ktmclian 
Singh When he sasv Bhagwat Singh, he said, “You are the son 
of Capt Kanchan Singh. I used to fondle you in my lap ” 
Thereupon Bhagwat Singh said, “Oh ' Arc you Hurbux 1 " 
Bhagwat Singh was already knowing this incident because he 
had come over to this place previously 

I heard that a crowd had gathered there at Hathori when 
he reached there He was then left to lead the way to his 
house and recognised it At one place he stopped, stood amazed 
hesitated, looked around remembered and then proceeded Tur 
therand then he reached his house The house was in the 
dilapidated condition There lie is said to base pointed out the 
place m the stable where he had buried rupees forty The parti- 
cular spot he pointed out, was immediately ordered by the 
Tehsildar to be dug Rupees forty wcie found there on digging 
the place 

Then Khunti Jat of Hathori asked him, “Was there any- 
thing in common between us s” p ra bhu atoncc said that he 
was his partner xn the tamarind tree Formerly, Khunti Jat 
nad a quarrel with Ghure the son of Hurbux over that ta- 
marind tree but when Prabhu told him that the tree belonged 
im delusively and the right should be transferred to 
ure, his instruction was can led out and the right over that 
tree was transferred to Ghure, 
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Prabliu died on I3t!i of Bhadon in Samvat 1 979* on acco- 
unt of diarrohoea at the age of 3 or 4 year 

Q. Was there any scar on Prabhu’s knee 7 

A. No, there was no mark of a bullet on his knee. But 
there was a scar on his waist. 

Q Do you know Suit. Harpyan D/o Foujdar Naram of 
your village 7 Was it she who might have commu- 
nicated the news to the people of Hathon ? 

A. The point that Harpyari carried the news to Hathon, 
is quite wrong because she was not even born at that 
time. Her present age is 29 years only. 

Q Do people of Hathon and Sahmpur often meet at 
Bhusawar 7 

A Yes. 

Q. Did Prabhu recognise Ghure in your presence 7 

A. No, I was not present when Prabhu recognised him 

Statement of Sint. Basanti** w/o Chiranji; age — 70 years; 
village— Salimpnr (Witness No 9 — S W.) 

I heard the entire story from the mother of Prabhu She 
told me that the boy one night began to murmur, “How my 
children might be doing ” Thereupon he was asked as to whom 

•Ram Swaroop was not sure about Prabbu's exact date of death 
He could not tell whether it was Bhadon Badi or Sudi 13 of Samvat 1979 
He simply informed the investigators that Prabhu died on 13th of 
Bhadon in Samvat 1979 If it was Bhadon Badi 13 the corresponding 
English date was Sunday 20th August 1922 if it was Bhadon Sudi 13, 
the corresponding English date was Monday, 4th September, 1922 This 
shows that Prabhu's date of death given by Ram Swaroop is wroog 
because according to the report of Dr Shyam Sundcrlal, Prabhu was 
examined at the house of his father in the month of March, 1923 

••The investigators tried to question her but she was hesitant to 
say anything beyond what she had stated in her statement, 
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he meant Then he said that he was Hurbuv Brahman of 
Hathori He had children and wife The rumour of this inci- 
dent spread out and the Maharaja of Bharatpur also came to 
know of it It was perhaps Sint. Harpyan D/o Foujdnr Narain 
of our village who might have carried the news to Hathori 
She was married to Foujdar Ishar of Hathori, He sent for 
the boy and the boy was taken to his palace. Then some 
State official took the boy to Hathori where lie was reported 
to have recognised lus house and the members of his family 
He also said that he had a pair of bullocks in his previous life. 

The son of Hurbux also came to this village prior to the 
State official and it is said, the boy recognised him 


HATHORI 

Statement of Pandit Jobnri Lai Sharma s/o Ramet Lai 
Sharma of village Hathori Tehsil Weir, District Bharatpur; 
profession— Cultivation of land Age— 55 years (Witness No 10 
-P W) 

(Pandit Johan Lai Sharma is the Primary Witness in this 
case He was himself present at the scene when Prabliu v <as 
brought to Hathori by the Tehsitdar of Weir in the year 1923 
He was about 14 years old at that time and could read and under- 
stand sansknt At present he is considered Sanshrit-scliolar and 
reckoned as a Pandit of great repute in the village community . 
His economic position is sound as he has extensive land for culti- 
‘ at ion The recognition tests were given by the Tehsildar to the 
boy in Ins presence He is fully confident of all the incidents 
that happened before him and he has given them in detail i« 
his statements. He does not seem to be a man m the habit of 
exaggerating facts He describes all the eients vividly by showing 
certain gestures appropriate to those that took place at the time 
when Prabliu was brought to the village. Prabliu was not for 
him a different man but Hurbux in Prabhu's body ) 



( ) 


In the year when Prablin 'on or Khnirali of the 
uKsre Silnnpitr wi , brought to this place (ll.illiou). Inns 
p:c-e:,t amt ntl the incident* happened before me. My 
arc at tint time wnt piobahty 13 or t-t years. Cliowdliari Ram 
Svrtoop. Trh'iltiar, btouphl the hoy to our place. He n.n cent 
!*) il e Mat a rata of (Iharatptir to tin*, place perhaps ns he was 
■I'd by caste amt secondly, he often used to po to the pnlncc of 
the Maharaja. So, because of these tvs o reasons the Maharaja 
might (me rent hint to im estimate the ease instead of the 
N.’Wlb, ss ho was that time the Tchsildar of Weir. 

"1 he Tchsddar and the hoy reached here in the evening 
and Ma; cd at the house of Lumberd.tr Gmcrdlian Singh which 
is at the ontshirsts of the sdhgc and took meals there Every- 
thing was Kept secret at that time Nest morning important 
petsons of the ullage were called for and they were made to 
sit in a circular row, 1 he boy recognised* spontaneously Ram- 
pat Jat and said, “You arc Rampal Jat: you were my Yajman". 
Then he turned to roujdar Ssv.iroop who was sitting next to 
Rampal Jat and atonce said to hint without getting any hint 
from any person, “You arc roujdar Swaroop. Then lie recog- 
nised Sampal, the grocer of our village and called hun by name 

Next morning the boy was asked to recognise his house. 
He said, “There is a Hatch in the fortress in which there arc 
several houses. My house is one of them. He was then asked 
to go ahead and find out his house That fortress is now in 
rums The boy entered the gate of the Hatch There was 
the house of Rampal Jat near the entrance. The boy was 
asked “Whoso house is this ?’’ He atonce replied, “This 
is the house of Rampal Jat ” He correctly pointed out 
the house of Rampal Jat The boy also said that many of the 
houses of his Yajmans in the Havcli belonged to him He then 
straightway went to the house of Iiurbux and said, “This is my 
house." The house was in the dilapidated condition He located 
the house of Hurbux correctly without anyone’s assitance 

•The witness got up from his seat and began to perform actions 
and make specific gestures to show the manner in which the boy (Prabhu) 
behaved wilh the villagers 
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Shri Govind Brahmin was standing near the house of 
Hurbux The boy spontaneously and to the utter surprise of 
bystanders shouted, “Oh ! Shri Govind 7 Do you reme- 
mber, we had a quarrel o\cr the house and one day you came 
out with a sword and I threw your sword away The very 
moment Shiv Narmn, the younger brother of Shri Govind 
reached there and the boy exclaimed, “Why, Shttc Narain 1 
Did a quarrel between Shri Govind and 1 not take place?" 
To this Shiv Narain agreed that the quarrel did take place 

The boy then pointed out that he had buried rupees five 
at the place where Ins buffalo was lied. This money he got 
as ‘Dahshina’ from some one The particular spot he pointed 
at, was immediately ordered by the Tehsddar to be dug When 
the place was dug out n small earthen pot containing rupees 
five was actually found there. 

He also recognised two tamarind trees He said both 
these trees belonged to him. About these tamarind trees, Shri 
Govind and Shiv Narain had quarrel with Ghure, the elder son 
of Hurbux and they claimed that these trees actually belonged 
to them and not to Hurbux or his family. But the boy Prabliu 
said emphatically at that time that those trees exclusively 
belonged to him and that neither Shri Govmd-nor Shiv Narain 
had any right thereto at all, and on this account those gentlemen 
gave up the quarrel with Ghure and gave him the exclusive 
right to those trees 

Upon being asked as to who built the fortress, the boy 
said, "Foujdar Guman Singh There is a temple of Hanuntatyt 
m the fortress and also a tank A Babajt used to graze the 
cow there ” 

Hurbux got his both the daughters married. Kokila, 
his elder daughter, was married according to the Hindu rites and 
in the marriage of the younger daughter Bhouti, he accepted 
money from the bridegroom’s family which belonged to Navar, 
Tehsil Weir I do not remember the name of the husband 
of Kokila but this much I know that she was married at Kberli 
Bhouti was married to Vallabh of Navar 
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Hurbux used to clean paths for the villagers by removing 
the undesired and stumbling stones from the path. 

Prabliu told Shn Govind that Moola Jat had fallen into 
the Kankarwala well and that he had saved his life, He also 
told him that Dharam Singh Jat of village Ghantn was his 
Yajman 

Prabhu also told the gathering that during the famine in 
the year 1934, he could survive by taking only Gular, a fruit of 
the banyan tree 

Gaura was the wife of Hurbux We particularly noted 
that the boy was smiling and laughing intermittently while reco- 
gnising persons and things here He also recognised Foujdar 
Dharam Singh 

As far as I remember, Khairati of Sakmpur, the father of 
Prabhu used to come here occasionally to give us religious dis- 
course and to sing Katha 

Hurbux Dube of village Bhagwanpur was the nephew of 
Pandit Haret Dubey of Hathon Brahman Haret ( my great 
uncle and not the brother of Hurbux ) used to go to his 
maternal uncle in Bhagwanpur village, Khairatiial also used to 
go to that village Both often met at Bhagwanpur and acquain- 
tance developed between them So because of him Khairatiial 
used to come to our village Hathon Khairatiial gave a reli- 
gious discourse on ‘Rukmani Manga!’ in our village I heard 
that the first occasion on which Prabhu recalled his previous 
life, was the day when it was drizzling and his mother was 
churning butter and he said to her, “My mother used to give 
me much Ghee”. 

Q How do you say that Tehsildar Ram Swaroop often 
used to go to the Maharaja of Bharatpur ? 

A X simply heard so 

Q. Did you immediately come to know of the Tehsildar’s 
staying with Lumberdar Goverdhan Singh of your 
village ? 



( no > 


A. No. We nil came lo turn* tint the nett mormne 
when the buy w u p l.ctl to trtoym'i hn hnu'e nntl 
the leading person', of ottr villtte, 

Q. Did Prabhn reeoytmeyou at H'tho'i ? 

A I Mat quite a 'mill boy at th it tire 

Q. Whit ua* the nmie of the youoper tin », "liter of 
Hurbuv— Mmuti or ni.uh ? 

A Itliouti 

Q Wat there any caclnnre hetween the family ofllurbtn 
and that of Mnirati of S itirnpur 9 

A There wat no direct cuh l me n to tat, fiutklniriti 
Lai bony I now n for hi . rcitpimi . dittonnet uted to 
visit tint place •omtlmtc . 

Q Did yon ever tec him bnnpir.p Prabhu with him to 
your village 1 

A No Nor did I hear from ant one at such 

Q What wat the name of the Tclwilthr who came to 
your tillage with the boy ? 

A Chowdh.iri Ram Sw itoop. 

Q Wat there any Muslim Tchsildir also who Minted 
your village ? 

A No 

Q Can you tell us whether the wife of llurbut was nick 
named “Ganjo” 9 

A I cannot say 

A ore— Pandit Johan Lat while I’ll ml hit -talemcnt pave us an impression 
as if the whole situation and the tmadent had actually come before 
his vision and he was tall mg in the manner as if the incident toot, 
place only a few days bad. Looking to the tivid description he 
svas giving of the whole situation, we pul him certain questions 
and also tried lo verify from him Ihe contents of the report of Dr 
Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal He pointed out certain correc- 
tions to be made in the report and also gave oul greater details 
about some items which were lacking in the report The correc- 
tions he pointed out have been mentioned while discussing the 
report of Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal 
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Q. How many sons did Hurubux have ? 

A. Two— Ghurc and Kliatiya. 

Q Did Hurbux die before the death of his father ? 

A No. He died after his father’s death. 

Q. Can you tell us whether Moola Jat of your village 
ever fell into the well of Hurbux and that Hurbux 
saved his life 1 

A. Ves, I did hear about tins incident. 

Q. Is there any legend connected with the serpent in the 
fortress of your village ? 

A. Yes There is a legend connected with the serpent 
in the fortress In a particular well in the fortress, 
the riches are buried There is a condition that 
whosoever wishes to take out the buried wealth, would 
have to sacrifice his son and his daughter-in-law 
(husband and wife) Once it so happened that a 
Foujdar named Ante began to remove some of the 
stones from that well with the hope of getting the 
buried wealth Hardly could he remove a few stones 
when he was overawed by the idea of fear. A 
sense of fear pervaded him that he might not be put 
to any harm and so he ran away. 

Q Can you inform us about the dates of birth and death 
of Hurbux v 

A I do not remember but I may suggest you that the 
date of birth of Hurbux can be obtained from Shri 
Shankerlal ’Jaga’ who lives at Mohallah Jat-ki-Sarai, 
Hindaun (District Sawai Madhopur, Rajasthan) and 
his date of death from Devkinandan Shiv Shanker 
‘Lapsia’ of Shoron (U. P ) Hurbux’s Gangaguru 

Q. Are you fully confident of all that you have described 
in your statement v , 


A. Yes 
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Statement of ChnmHinri tlhngirnt Singh village — Hathori, 
Tchsil— Weir, District— Bharatpur (Witness Noll— I’.W.) 

(Chowdhari Bhagwat Singh is also one of the main persons 
associated with this ease lit was Aid tie Camp to Maharaja 
Kishan Singh of Bharatpur during tin je.ir 1922-21 a lien the inci- 
dent took place Though he ir about tiS years old, his men, ary is 
sharp and he looks still quite robust and smart. He was present 
at the time n hen the boy Prabhu it as brought to Maharaja 
kishan Singh of Bharatpur. lie is fully confab nt of what he 
says He was the person who informed the Maharaja about the 
case He liar 1 cry anxious to I note the statements of other 
witnesses and was insisting upon the s line being read out. He was 
particularly interested in knowing what dollar l IjiI had said ) 

First statement sent bj post on 14tli February, 1964. 

I 

Near about 42-43 )cars ago I came to know that Brahmin 
Hurbus of my village was reborn in a brahmin family m Salim- 
pur I reported the ease to Maharaja Kishan Singh The 
Maharaja interviewed the boy He asked his name whereupon 
he replied, “Which name you want to know — my present name 
is Prabhu but I was Hurbux in my prcsious life" On being 
asked to tell the name of Ins Milage, he said, “My village is 
Sahmpur and Hathori is the village of my prcsious life” 
The Maharaja asked him to give some details of Hathori also 
Prabhu pointed out the fortress and a temple of Hanumanji 
inside the fortress He also spoke the names of some wells 
and said that he knew his house also He further said that he 
had one son and two daughters and knew their names as well 

The Maharaja ordered the Tchsildar* to take the boy to 
Hathori and to see whe ther he could recognise anything at all 

*tn his teller of March 27, 1964, Chowdhari Bhagwat Singh slated 
1 at it was Chowdhari Ram Swaroop and not a muslim Tchsildar who 
was ordered by the Maharaja or Bharatpur to take the boy to Hathon 
He was Tchsildar at some Tchsil other than Weir 

Regarding the particulars about Chowdhari Rewat Singh, he slated 
t at e was his youngei brother who hved at Bharatpur in Mohalla 
Gopalgarh 
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The Tchsildar took him to Hathon. At Hathort, Prabhu showed 
the fortress and also pointed out the temple of Hanumanji inside 
the fortress He recognised two-three elderly persons of the 
village and identified them with their respective names. Prabhu 
reached his house and recognised his son Horn a distance and 
said that his name was Ghure After that the Tehstldar brought 
him back to Bharatpur and narrated the whole story to the 
Maharaja At Bharatpur the Maharaja’s mother called the boy 
and gave him some clothes etc. Fiom Bharatpur present 
father took him back to Salimpur. 

Second statement of Chottdhari Bhagwot Singh recorded on 
7th November, 1964 at Hathori. 

n 

The news reached here that Hurbux of our village had 
taken rebirth at Salimpur village Then Ghure, the elder son 
of Hurbux went to Salimpur. The boy (Prabhu) said as soon 
as he saw Ghure, “He is my son” Then he said that he was 
Hurbux of the village Hathon and that he had two daughters 

Next day, while I was dining with the Maharaja, I talked 
about this incident and told the Maharaja that a Brahman of 
my village had taken rebirth at Salimpur village The Maharaja 
himself was very much interested m such cases He imme- 
diately ordered Chowdhan Ram Swaroop, the Tehsildar of 
Weir to present the boy before him and investigate the case 

Prabhu was brought before the Maharaja. The boy was 
bewildered to see the glamour and glittering of the palace He 
was looking hither and thither First, the boy was made to sit 
in the drawing room and was given some toys to play with so 
that he might settle down and open up for questioning The 
Maharaja asked him, "What is your name ’ Which village to 
you belong ?” The boy promptly begged, “Of which birth of 
mine are you talking. Sir ? Do jou mean the name of my 
previous birth or of the present The Maharaja said, “Tell 
me of your previous birth as well as of the present one ” Then 
the boy said humbly, “In my previous birth I was called 
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Hurbux and I belonged to the village Hathori and in my present 
birth, I am called by the name of Prabhu and 1 belong to 
Salimpur village ” 

Thereafter, the boy again became busy in playing with 
toys he was given When the boy was brought to the palace, 
I was ashed by the Maharaja to hide and I did so After some- 
time he beaconed me to come to the scene I went to him and 
he ashed the boy to recognise me The boy spontaneously 
recognised me and said, "He is the sod of my Yajman ” The 
Maharaja then ashed him, "Do you know Bathon ? If you 
know it ihen describe the place” "Yes”, came forth the reply, 
“There is a fortress and a pond m Hathori The gate of my 
house is in the East ” 

Then the Maharaja orderd the boy to he taken to Hathori 
for recognition test The Tehsildar brought him here but I 
was not present, so I cannot say what items did the boy 
recognise here I was told by the Tehsildar that he straightway 
went to the house of Hurbux and said, “This is my house ” 
He is also said to have pointed out the spot where Hurbux had 
buried rupees five and on digging the place the amount was 
actually found buried 

Q How did the news reach you and your village 
Hathon * 

A There was rumour amongst villagers of Hathori about 
the incident 

Q Did you ask Ghure whether he was recognised by 
Prabhu f 

A No I did not 

Q Who was the Tehsildar of Weir at that time? Did 
he come to Hathori to investigate the case ? 

A Chowdhary Ram Swaroop was the Tehsildar of Weir 
He came to our village to investigate the case, but at 
that time I was not present 
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• Q Did you enquire from him afterwards about the 
specific recognitions made by Prabhu in Hathori ? 

A Yes The Tehsildar informed me that the boy 
recognised his house and also pointed out the place 
where Hurbux had buried a small sum of money and 
some people of the village 

Q Was there any Muslim Tehsildar who investigated the 
case at the instance of the Maharaja of Bharatpur ? 

A Previously a Nawab Tehsildar was at Weir but he was 
retired by the time the case came to the notice of the 
Maharaja. After his retirement Chowdhan Ram 
Swaroop Tehsildar was posted at Weir 

Q Did the boy recognise Nathi, the Chief Coachman of 
the Maharaja at the palace of the Maharaja ? 

A I do not perfectly remember 

Q. Who was Dr. Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunder Lai ’ 

A. I do not know 

Q. Did Shri Khairati (the father of Prabhu) often come 
to Hathori ’> 

A. Yes, he did come but not so often 

Q Can you describe the incident chronologically ? 

A. X know of the case only upto the stage when the boy 
was brought to the Maharaja I did not accompany 
the boy to Hatlion when he was sent for recognition 
test with the Tehsildar of Weir and hence I can not 
describe the whole incident chronologically. I have 
stated what X really know about the case 

Statement of Nathi Lai Sbarma s/o Galla Ram Sharmn; 
Village and P O -Hathori; Age-84 jears; Profession-Collitnlion 

(Witness No 12-PW.). 

(Nathi La!, is the Itcir apparent m the generation of the 
family of the father of Hurbux . After the death of sons of Hurbux, 
Nathi La! got their property since he was the last sunning heir 
apparent. Ghure did not marrj. He (Nathdal) was the Chi'f 
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Coachman of the Maharaja of Bharat pur during the year 1922-23. 
While the Maharaja Kishan Singh was living, the mam work of 
Nathi Lai was to look after his horse After his death he was 
given dffeient duties which he did not appreciate and consequently 
left the job. When the boy wos brought to the palace before the 
Maharaja, he was present there He is confident of the truth of 
his statements He remembers the incident distinctly and recalls 
the facts vividly At present, with the profession of cultivation he 
is also the Priest of the temple of Hanuntanji m Hathon (Tins 
is another temple of Hanunmnji and not the one winch is in the 
fortress) He was indifferent to the study of the case Turning 
to the investigators he said, ‘‘Why do you ask questions about the 
case ? Fact is fact. J can confidently say that the boy recognised 
me" ) 


Hurbux had three brothers— Galla Ram, Chunni Lai and 
Haret. There is no person named Latur here I do not 
remember the date of birth of Hurbux but he died probably in 
the year Samvat 19S5 (corresponding to* 1898 A 0 ) 

In the year 1922-23 I was serving at the Royal palace as 
the Coachman of Maharaja Kishan Singh of Bharatpur The 
boy named Prabhu son of IChairati of Salimpur came to the 
palace, *Moti Mahal’ when ordered to be brought before the 
Maharaja By chance, t was present there in the palace The 
Maharaja asked the boy to recognise me since he knew I 
belonged to Hathon Thereupon he atonce recognised me and 
said, ‘ He is the son of my brother” and then he pronounced 
my name ‘Nathi Lai’ correctly When he pronounced my name, 

I became confident that he was Hurbux reborn and I gave lum 
one rupee 

When the boy was brought to Hathori for recognition 
test, I was not present However, I came to know that he recog- 
nised his house, some person there and many other items 

Hurbux had two sons — Gbure (the elder) and Khatiya 
(the younger) and two daughters— ICokila (the elder) and Bhouti 
(the younger). He was a land lord He had a land compnsm? 
about 12£ bigas and about 15 or 20 bigas of land was . 
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{men to some person's who mortgaged their 'Pntlas' with him 
All his land has been giten to me now as I am the only survi- 
ving member in his family. His both the sons are dead 

Q. Did Prabhu recognise you at the palace of the 
Maharaja 9 

A. Yes. He spontaneously recognised me and gave out 
my name also. 

Q. Describe in detail the manner m which Prabhu was 
ashed by the Maharaja to recognise you ? 

A. A servant came running to me and informed me that 
the Maharaja wanted me at the palace in his drawing 
room I rushed to his room and bowed my head 
before him in reverence. The Maharaja asked the 
boy to recognise me He atonce said, “He is the son 
of my brother.” 

Q. Did the Maharaja call you by name asking you to 
appear before Prabhu for recognition test ? 

A. No. When I appeared before the Maharaja, I stood 
silently bowing my head in reverence. The Maharaja 
said to the boy, ‘Well, my boy, do you recognise this 
man T — (pointing towards me). He instantaneously 
replied, “He is the son of my brother ” Whether 
the Maharaja took my name or not while asking his 
attendant to produce me before him, I cannot say, 
but after my reaching the scene, he did not take my 
name. 

Q. How many persons were present when Prabhu was 
asked to recognise you 7 

A. Chowdhan Bhagwat Smgb, the Chief of the Staff and 
about two or three personal attendants of the 
Maharaja were present at that time 

Q Where were you and what were you doing when 
Prabhu was with the Maharaja 7 How were you 
summoned 7 

A I was doing my job in the stable at the palace when 
a servant came running to me As has already been 
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told, 1 atoncc went to the Mahnrnja and stood silently 
before lum 

Q Did you ash any person in llnthnri about the items 
Prabhu had recognised there f 

A I was told by some of m> fellow \ dingers that Prabhu 
recognised Ins house, some persons (names I do not 
remember) nnd some oilier items, 

Q How many times did yon see Prabhu at the palace 
or the Maharaja previously "> 

A Never. 

Q Let us (.now some details of the dispute about the 
tamarind tree in Hallion t 

A 1 do not remember * 

Q. What were the names of the younger son and the 
daughter or Hurbux ’ 

A. Khntija was the joungcr son and niiouti, the younger 
daughter of Hurbux 

Q Was there any son of Hurbux named Latur ? 

A No 

Q Why did you resign from service at the royal palace ’ 

A For some personal reasons (This witness allowed no 
further questions saying there was no use speaking 
about old matters and he bad spoken about things 
about which he knew ) 


Statement of Mangi Lai s/o HulasiRam Age— 85 year*; 
Village— Hnthon (Witness No 13— P.W) 


(Mangi Lai is an old fellow but he remembers the incident 
that happened about 43 years ago When questioned about the 
facts of the case, he Mvidly described them which he saw hy Jinn - 
self and denied everything which he did not personally see 
Hurbux s house is built ( now in a dilapidated condition) at on 


4 ver y c !^ r from his gestures that he was very much annoyed 
2L 1 : x n Hc was ttying to discard this point probably due to 
1 of P artncr ship might not emerge agam After 

pause, he said, It is no use knowing about these old things 



( 119 ) 


elevation and the house of Mangi Lai is by the side of the road 
to his (Hurbiix's) house There are two alternative roads near 
the house of Mangi Lai because there the i oad is divided into two 
narrow roads. Hurbux’s house is at the end of the road on the 
left side which is almost concealed if looked from the crossing at 
Mangi Lai’s house The statements of Prabhu as contained in 
the report of Dr. Jiao Bahadui Shyam Sundeilal were got checked 
from Mangi Lai too The comparative chart containing verifica- 
tion of the statements of Piabhuby Pandit Johan Lai and 
Mangi Lai has been given separately ) 

The boy (Prabhu) came here with the Tehsildar Ram- 
Swaroop I was sitting on the Chabutan (raised platform) of 
my house Since I did not stand in front of the boy, he did not 
recognise me There was a crowd assembled in my village 
What I saw was that the boy was leading the path and others 
were following him. When they passed by my house, I also 
joined the crowed and went to the house of Hurbux The boy 
stopped at the house of Hurbux and said, “This is my house”. 
He also pointed out the exact place where Hurbux used to 
fasten his buffalo. Hurbux had a long beard. On his turn, 
be burned the stick on Holi He had two sons— 1. Ghure 
and 2 Dalganji alias Khatiya and two daughters — Kokila (the 
elder daughter) who was married to Har Bbajan of Menpura — 
Kherli and Bhouti (the younger daughter) who was married to 
Vallabb of Navar Beyond this I cannot say anything 

Q. Describe the scene you saw when Prabhu was coming 
towards your house 

A I was sitting on a cot outside my house What I saw 
was that a crowd was following a little boy who was 
leading the people He reached near my bouse and 
then took the road leading to the house of Hurbux. 
He did not stay at the crossing but took the right 
path leading to the house of Hurbux Then I also 
joined the crowd. 

Q Was the Tehsildar or any other person going ahead 
of the boy 9 
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A. No No one was going ahead of the boy. The boy 
was leading nil the people who were following him. 
lie was going leisurely and confidently 


AJI1U 

The statement of Raja Kishnn Singh s'o Sliri Bhoori Singh; 
Ago— 63 years; Occupation— Agriculture; Village— Ajhu, Tehsll- 
Sennr (Witness No 14 P W ) 

( Raja Kislian Singh, though 63 years old, is id a robust 
fellow He dionerf Ins apathetic aliunde to our Im estimation of 
t ho case saying that this case nos ijuttc an old enough lobe 
re-mrestigated now lie « as hesitant and forgetful of the events 
of the ease He lias not serious while gtuflg his statement. 
He was also contacted through correspondence, hut he ncicr 
replied ) 

When Maharaja Ktshan Singh heard this news he called 
the boy at Bharatpur I was Chief of the Staff at that time 
The father of the boy brought him to the Maharaja I was 
near the Maharaja when he interviewed the boy, but I 
was engaged in some work The boy replied that he 
belonged to Hathon He had sons, daughters buffaloes etc 
Because I was very busy in my work, so I did not pay 
any attention to that ease and that is why I don't remember 
anything more 

In 1923 Ram Swaroop, Tehsildar of Weir was at Bharatpur 
and hence he was asked by the Maharaja to investigate the 
matter 

Q Was Mr Bhagwot Singh also present when the boy 
was brought before the Maharaja ? 

A I do not exactly remember 

Q. How did the Maharaja come to know of the incident ? 
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A. It was Foujdar Bhagwat Singh who communicated 
the news to him 

Q Can you vividly describe the scene at the palace of the 
Maharaja when the boy was brought to the Maharaja * 
Do you also remember the conversation that took 
place between the Maharaja and the boy 7 

A. As I was busy with some work, I did not pay much 
attention to the case. 

Q. Can you tell us whether the boy recognised Nathilal 
the coachman of the Maharaja at the palace of the 
Maharaja *> 

A. I am not sure. 

Q. Who was the Tehsildar of Weir at that time 7 

A. Chawdhan Ram Swaroop. 

Q Did a Tehsildar known as ‘Nawab’ ever remain at 
Tehsil Weir 7 

A Yes, before the posting of Ram Swaroop at Weir 
as Tehsildar, a muslim Tehsildar was there at Weir 
who was known the Nawab He was retired and 
then Ram Swaroop joined at Weir. 

Q Describe the whole incident chronologically v 

A I do not remember fully and hence I cannot describe 
the incident chronologically. 


BHARATPUR 

The statement of Chowdban Rewat Singh s/o Captain 
Kunchan Singh; Age- 58 years; Occupation— Service; Gopalgarh. 
Bharatpur (Witness No 15 P.W.) 

(Chowdhari Rewat Singh is the younger brother of 
Chawdhan Bhagwat Singh He is the booking-clerk at the Bus 
stand m Mohalla Gopalgarh in Bharatpur He is t lie primary 
witness who was present m Hathon when the boy was token to 
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that village He describes the incident vividly and distinctly 
remembeis even the dress the boy u ore at that time, ror a very 
long tune he has been out of lus native village. He seldom goes 
to Hathori now ) 

At the time of happening of this incident I was 14 or 
15 years old and was a student of the local school of 
Hathori I heard the rumour that Hurbux a brahman of 
Hathori was reborn in Sahmpur village. My elder brother 
Bhagwat Singh reported the news to the Maharaja Being 
interested in such cases, the Maharaja called the boy at 
Bharatpur The boy went to Bharatpur with his father The 
Maharaja interviewed the boy and ordered Tehsildar Ram 
Swaroop (Tehsildar of Weir) to take the boy to Hathori It 
was evening when the boy was brought to Hathori I was stand- 
ing at the foot of the fortress The boy came in bullockcart 
He was wearing a shining cap, new trousers and coat. With 
him was a State official, who, I later came to know, was the 
Tehsildar of Weir They got down from the cart and went 
towards the street in which some prominent persons of the 
village were living. I did not care the matter and went to my 
house. Next morning, I saw that the Tehsildar asked the boy 
to lead to his previous house and all other persons were asked 
to follow him The boy reached straight to his house and 
said “This is my house, my bullocks were tied here and 
buffaloes in that corner ” After this the Tehsildar allowed the 
villagers to ask questions to the boy The villagers asked the 
boy whether he had any issue in his previous life Prabhu 
replied that he had two sons and two daughters. He named 
the elder son Ghure and Natthi the younger one I don’t 
remember the names of his daughters Shri Govind (a partner 
of Hurbux) asked the boy “If you are Hurbux then tell me 
whether you had any quarrel with any body ” Prabhu replied 
Yes, I had quarrel with you and while quarrelling you pushed 
me into the Kankanvala well” Prabhu also said about the 
buncd money at the stable in his house and indicated three 
wells also e g , Kankarwala, Pamharinwala and Musariawala 
After this the boy was taken back to Bharatpur 
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Q. Were you present in Bharatpur when the Maharaja 
called the boy 7 

A No. 

Q. Who was the Tchsildar of Weir 7 

A. Chowdhari Ram Swaroop. 

Q Did he take the boy to Hathori or somebody else 7 

A He took the boy to Hathori. 

Q Is Pandit Nathi Mandir-wala son of Hurbux 1 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was there any quarrel between Hurbux and Shri 
, Govind 9 If so, on what ground 9 

A. Yes, they had a quarrel about a tamarind tree m 
Hathori. 

Q. Did Prabliu point out the exact amount of money 
burned under the ground 7 

A Yes But I do not remember how much money he 
pointed out. 

Q Descnbehow recognition test was given to Prabhu 7 

A. Prabhu was left free to lead the way to the house 
of Hurbux He was going ahead of the crowd that 
followed him. With confidence he was moving for- 
ward Though the road is divided into two narrow 
roads at the house of Mangi Lai, yet the boy did not 
confuse the route and straightway reached the house 
of Hurbux which was in ruins and pointed towards 
the same. 
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Appendix II 


( Cngffsh rrmtifiKfnn of the crab It) fir. Kuo D/ , n ur 
Shjam Sumlerhl ptiHol u! It. “(jfia' MrinptyrhiptC fJtJy 
Anglin, No <?, 1921, pages SO'- : ‘<7 j tmnilJttJ from lU hatch 
It I' (Mrs) Gmtnrn Cimtl.tr, l . durcr In I with firpt i:(e, 
VnncrsU) of Rajasthan. Jaipur.) 

Apparent Coses of Memories of Part U>rs 

The Indian resue KAt I’AKA It t\ recently published the 
result of an inicstirauon into some c.v;> of alleged memories 
of precious lues, eases al-serscd tn young children. The intcs- 
ligation, ordered by H II the Mahar.ij t of Bharalput, was 
assigned to the charge of Dr Rao 11 ihatltir Sliyam Sunderlal, 
C 1 E , and it tins carried out with a perfect!) scientific bent 
or mind 

We publish to-day the report of Dr Rao Bahadur with- 
out any comment. I intend to discu-s these facts and their 
significance in a forthcoming article on “The Idea of Reincar- 
nation" 

Dr. G. Gclc) 
Director, 


1 Case of the Child ‘'Prabhu". 

I was informed about the ease or this child by H H the 
Maharaja of Bharatpur in the month of August 1922 His 
name is Prabhu (Brahmin), he is the son of Khairati (Brahmin), 
from Sahmpur (in the State of Bharatpur), and at the time of 
our inquiries he was 4 years, 7 months and 18 days old 

As soon ns he learnt speaking, “Prabhu” began to tell his 
father the alleged memories of a former life The inquiry Into 
the matter comprises two phases 
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In the first, the child was examined at the house of his 
father, in the month of March 1923, by the Naib Tchsildar. 

In the second, the child was, on my request, taken for the 
purpose of verification, to Hathori, the village where he claim- 
ed to have lived in his previous life. The Tchsildar of Weir 
himself took him there, and immediately called together the 
four most important leading persons of the village, (the child 
and the Tchsildar arrived at night and the leading persons were 
brought face to face with the child at the first hour of the 
following morning) 

The child was questioned in their presence 

Here follow face to face the statements which the child 
gave at the house of Ins father or later in presence of the nota- 
bles of Hathori, and the verified information about these 
statements ; 

303. Statements of the child 
(A) At the house of his 
father. 

1. I was, in my previous 
life Hurbux, brahmin, of 
the village Hathon, in 
Bharatpur District 
2 I had two sons, Ghure 
and Shyam Lai, and two 
daughters, Kokila and 
Bhoh, one of them ma- 
rried Ramhet of Kherh, 
the other one Gokal of 
Navar. I had accepted 
some money for the 
marriage of the first one, 

1) The leading persons are 1 Dharam Singh Foujdar, 60 years 
old, 2 Foujdar Azmat Singh, Lumbardar of the village, 50 years 
old 3 Foujdar Sam Singh, 73 years old, 4. Harkoath Brahman, 
40 years old 


Verification of the statements. 


It is correct, that a man named 
Hurbux, son ofMuhdc, had 
lived m Hathon and had died 
5 years ago. 

All these details were perfectly 
correct. 
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but I had given the hand 
of the second without 
any financial indemnifi- 
cation 


3 I had a habitation at 
Hathon. 

Correct 

4 The house of Swarupa 
Jat was next to mine 

Correct 

5 Swarupa Jat had a son 
and a daughter 

Correct 

6 There was an elevated 
path paved with stones 

Correct 

7 There was a tank in 
the middle of which there 
was a house, and above 
the tank there was a 
Chhatn (Cenotaph with 
a dome) 

Correct in all the details 

8 There were two houses 
one above the other in 
the tank. 

Correct 

9. Hathon had some wells 
with drinking water 



The Panhariwala well is indeed 
shaded by holy fig-trees 
The Kankarwala well is dry 
and was already dry at the tune 
of Hurbux The plum-trees, 
which gave shade to it have 
disappeared, there is only a 
fig-tree left The Mooliwala 
well is unknown There is a 
well called Jhasroyawala, 
shaded by a mango-tree and 
fig-tree 


a) Panhanwala, shaded 
by two holy fig-trees 

b) Kankarwala, shaded 
by plum-trees 

c) Mooliwala, shaded by 
mango trees 
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10. Iliad a Gujar of the 
vdlage Bhote as Yajmatt. 

11. There is an inscrip- 
tion inside a fortress, 
where there is a snake. 


This allegation could not he 
cheeked. 


In the fortress there is neither 
inscription nor snake, but tins 
was a Nude spread legend in 
the Milage. Hurbux rmist 
have believed m it ns bis fellow 

viHnnrtrs d\d. 


12. In the year of the Correct, 
famine ( Samvat, 1934 ) 

I was staying m Hathori 
and I had a pair of 
buffaloes With which 1 
cultivated my fields. 

13. I died, when my Incorrect Hurbux died in his 
father was still alive, in a village-house after the dcali 
bungalow outside the of his father, 
village. 

14. After my death I 
lived m the spiritual 
world (the world of God). 

304 15 Childlike fantasy of 
the divinity. 

16 God told me to go 
to Salimpur (the place of 
my present birth). 

11. The name of my wife The name of his wife was 
was Ganjo (that means Gauron, but she had got nick- 
bald-headed) name Ganjo, because she was 

partly bald-headed. 

13 My father’s name Correct 
was Mudhe 

19. My maternal uncle Correct 
lived at Bugaon 

20 My father-in-law Correct 
bved at Borhwan. 
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21 Moola jat fell into This fact could not be checked, 
my well and I managed Nobody m the village rc- 
to pull him out safe and membered it. 
sound 

The Tehsildar remarks that the child, while being inter- 
rogated, sometimes started smiling and talking like a baby 


(B) Statement given at 
Hatlwri m the presence 
of the leading men of the 
village 

The child confirmed all 
the former statements 
and added some new, 
which follow here 

1 He had three brothers 

1 Gilla, who was alive 
at the moment of his 
(Hurbux) death 

2 Ghunni, died before 
he did 

3 He could not re- 
member the name of the 
third brother One day 
he had come across a 
snake m the jungle, he 
had hypnotized it and 
then knocked it dead 
against a tree 

He was Purohit of the 
village of Bh 

He declared that he did 
not remember the names 
of the members of his 


Verification of the statements. 


Hurbux had only one brother, 
Sheobux But Chunm and 
Gilla were his cousins (sons of 
his uncle Bhola) Chnnm had 
indeed died before Hurbax. 

It was not possible to get any 
confirmation of this story. 


Correct The son of Hurbux 
is still priest in the temple of 
this village 
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family other than he had 
pointed out. As to his 
existence in the hereafter, 
he said that he did not 
remember it 

When the inquiry had been concluded, the child was 
asked to find out his former dwelling-place. He started 
walking, went a few steps, then stopped, hesitating The 
Tehsildar now took his hand, The child, after some time 
started again Hesitating for a while, lie finally went by himself 
up to his former home and touched the finger of “his son” 
Ghure. The way to get there was long and circuitous, but 
the child was able to reach the goal in spite of that. The 
houses were in ruins, reaching the place, where the front-door 
of his own house was, he stopped, uncertain, and could not 
make out exactly his dwelling amidst the remains lying there 
accumulated. 

The child did not recognize any of the persons of Hathon, 
whom he had met so-to-say m his former life, and he could 
not remember (he names of the others, except those mentioned 
above. 

The Naib Tehsildar adds, in conclusion, that in his 
opinion, the child has not been instructed by anybody about 
these things and that his case is an authentic one of recall of 
a past life 

Consequently, following the advice of the honourable 
C C Watson, accredited Agent to the Governor General of 
Rajasthan, effort was made to gather more testimony and to 
make sure that there had not been any pervious instruction to 
the child Measures were, therefore, taken to question 
thoroughly the father of the little boy, to come to know how 
the latter had first remembered bis former life and whether 
somebody of Sahmpur had any acquaintance with Hathon 

Here is the testimony of Kbairati, father of the child, as it 
was taken by the Tehsildar of Weir (Rajputana), thanks to the 
courtesy of H.H the Maharaja of Bharatpur. 
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Testimony of Khairati, father or the child "Prabhu” of 
Salimpur, Parganah Weir, State of Bharatpur, taken up by Ram 
Singh, Naib Tehsildar 

1 “The horoscope of Prabhu was drawn up at ins birth, 

I shall send it as noon as I am back home 

1 It was to me that Prabhu spoke first of his last 
incarnation One day, all of a sudden he called out that his 
dear little sons were in a very bad situation and that he would 
carry them home on his shoulders He repeated this several 
times, and when 1 asked him who his sons were and where they 
were staying, and why he talked nonsense, he kept silence 

Later on, when he was sitting near his mother, who was 
churning butter, he said that she was extremely stingy with 
butter towards him, whereas his former mother made him sit 
near the churn and gave him big pieces of it. His mother 
asked him. where his former mother was He replied that 
she was in Hathori, that his own real name was Hurbux, and 
that he ought to be called that and not Prabhu. 

Another time, at midnight, when he was sleeping at his 
mother’s side, he shuddered and cried ‘Oh my Rama, my 
children are m a bad situation He was told by now to talk 
about his previous incarnation, and he did so in telling the facts 
already repeated to the Naib Tehsildar, and the news spread m 
the whole village 

I have never been to Hathori and I had no relation 
there Moreover nobody in the village has any relation there, 
not even the least contact with it 

3 I am the father of Prabhu The story of his former 
incarnation was first told by him to me and to my wife 
Then others heard it The horoscope could be drawn which 
shows that my son was bom in (he night of Mali Sudi Znd 
Sambat 1975, and that he is 4 years 7 months and 18 days old. 
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Appendix HI 


EVIDENCES FOR REINCARNATION’' 

By : Prof Ernest Wood 

Very close to my own experience, was one which abounded 
in circumstantial evidence of its accuracy This was the case 
of a Hindu boy four years old remembering his previous 
incarnation, with many places and names and other things 
specifically stated. 

It was told to me by a very close friend of mine, in whose 
house I had the pleasure of staying a number of times This 
was Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunder Lai, C I E., Prime Minister 
of the large State of Gwalior in the north of Central India 

There was a four year old boy named Prabhu who was 
the son of a man of brahman caste whose name was Khairati. 
In the course of his play this boy began talking about other 
people in a very curious manner, giving very exact statements 
about what he called his previous life In the course of this 
he told his name and the year of his birth, and gave a des- 
cription of himself and of various incidents such as famine 
which occurred He spoke also of it when he grew up to be 
a man He gave the names of his wife and daughters and 
sons, and even stated how much money he had received m 
connection with the marriage of his children In'addition, he 
described what his home was like, where it was and also some 
of the relatives and neighbours, 

Shyam Sunder Lai — a man of great probity and 
responsibility— supervised an inquiry into the truth of these 
statements, the results of which were set down by one of the 
state officials as follows 


'Lecture by Prof Earnest Wood published in ANCIENT WISDOM 
V XXII, No 7, Sept , 19S6 
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1. In my past life I was Hurbux Brahman of the village 
of Hathon in Bharatpur. 

2 I had two sons, Ghure and Shyam Lai, and two 
daughters, Kohila and Bhoh, who were married respectively to 
Rahmet of Rherli and Gohul of Navar I had taken some 
money m consideration for the Marriage of the former, but 
gave away the latter without any money 

3 I had home at Hathori 

4 There was Swarupa Jat's house adjoining mine. 

5 Swarupa Jat had a son and a daughter 

6 There was a raised pathway paved with stones leading 
to my house 

7. There was a pukka tank and in it a building and 
over the tank there was domed cenotaph. 

8 There were two houses in the tank, one over the other. 

9 In Hathon there were drinking water wells as follows • 

(a) Panhariwala, which had two pipal trees 

(b) Kankarwala, which had plum trees. 

(c) Mooliawala, which had mango trees 

10 I had as my yajman a man named Gujar of the 
vitlage of Bhore 

1 1 There is an inscription, a fortress, in which there is 
a serpent 

12 In the famine year of Sambat 1934 I was in my 
village of Hathon and I had a pair of bullocks with which I 
cultivated my fields 

13 I died in my father’s lifetime in a bungalow outside 
my village, 

14 After my death I lived in the spiritual world 

15 God had moustache and beard 

16 God told me to go to Salimpur (His present place 
of birth) 

1 7 My wire’s name was Ganjo (which means bald- 
headed) 
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18 My father’s name was Munde 

19. My maternal uncle was m Bargawan. 

20 My father-in-law was m Burhiwan 

21 Moola Jat once fell into my well and I managed to 
bring him out alive, saving his life 

Tn an effort to verify these statements the child was taken 
to the village of Hathori which he described, the Naib 
Tehsildar making the trip with him in a car drawn by bullock. 
Under the direction of the Maharaja of Bharatpur the official 
summoned the oldest and the most respected citizens and with 
him they checked up the accuracy of the details given by the 
child as follows — 

1. His name in his supposed former life and that of his 
father were found to be the names of a father and son who 
had lived there at the time he had mentioned and who had 
died as he had said 

2 Of the three brothers he said, he had only one was 
found, but the names of the other two were found to be the 
names of first cousins and one of these predeceased him as he 
had said , 

3. The details as to his two sons and his two daughters 
were found to be correct in every detail, even to one son lying 
before him and as to the money paid on the marriage of only 
one of the daughters 

4 The name of the neighbour he had mentioned and 
also the details concerning his children were found to be as 
stated His account of the paved walk was correct. 

5 His statement concerning the wells was also found to 
e correct, except that he was confused as to the kmd of trees 

at one of them 

6 His assertion that he had died in a cottage outside 
Of the village was wrong, it being learned that the person he 
"as supposed to be had died in his own home m the village 
and after his father’s death 
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7 The exact year of the birth of the person he was 
supposed to have been could not be ascertained. It was said 
that he died at the age of 55 in the Sambat year 1962 

8 His statements concerning the maternal uncle and the 
name of the other village were found to be correct. 

9 His having cultivated his field with a pair of bullock 
m the year of the famine was also found to be correct. 

10 His statements concerning his grandfather and his 
father-in-law were also found to be as he had said, but he could 
not give the names of these families 

1 1 It was found that the real name of the wife of the 
man he was supposed to have been was Gaura, but that as 
she was slightly bald headed she had been nick-named Ganjo 
(bald-headed), which makes his statement all the more remark- 
able 


12 His statement that Moola Jat had been rescued by 
him from a well could not be verified and nobody of that 
name could be re-called 

13 His statement about a big tank and a building in 
it was found to be correct The building is of three storeys, 
two of which are under water. The child was led to the tank 
and recognised it as the one to which he referred 

14 A statement, made later, that he was a purohit was 
found to be correct, and his supposed son is to this day a priest 
m the village 

15 An examination of the Fortress of Hathori revealed 
an inscription with a serpent in it 

1 6 He could not repeat statements about his post-mortem 
existence, nor about God having a great beard but lie did say 
that m his previous existence he himself had such a beard and 
this was found to be so 
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17 The child was then asked to find his, way to his 
supposed former home in the village. He advanced some steps 
and then hesitated. He was led part of the way by the official 
and then after slight hesitation took the right route and went 
direct to the house It is added that the way was long and 
confusing On reaching the site of the house he was confused 
as it was now in ruins and he could not tell which had been ins 
from the others m the same block 

18. The child could not recognise any of the people of 
the village, and could not recall the names of any excepting 
those he had previously mentioned. 

My friend was so deeply impressed by this occurrence and 
the fact that the child could not have derived these ideas from 
his playmates or other people that he had the case written out 
and sent to various newspapers. One account of it appeared in 
the New York Times of September 1 6, 1 923 

It will be noticed in the case of this Hindu boy, as in that 
of Bndey Murphy, there is a statement that after death there 
was some life in a disembodied condition or another sort of 
world. That the boy said he saw God there, with a moustache 
and beard, is quite in keeping with the rest of the story, for he 
might easily have simple-mindedly regarded some one of superior 

attainments in that condition as God 
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Appendix IV 


MEMORY OF PAST LIFE RESEARCH ASSOCIATION 

I beg to announce that step? hate been taken to form the 
Memory of Past Life Research Association Rno Bahadur Shyam 
Sunder Lai, C I E , Chief Minister, Alivnr is the head of the 
Association and on the request of some men, I hate undertaken 
to organise it A number of applications for membership have 
been received and dealt with individually, but T would 
take liberty to impress upon the aspirants to keep this Associa- 
tion purely a society of seekers after truth. No tinge or senti- 
mental or emotional clement should be allowed to enter. All 
the enthusiasm of a researcher without the emotions or a prea- 
cher is wanted So far communications have been received 
from the U P, only with the exception of one from Calcutta, one 
from Ajmere, one from Simla and one from the C P. 

Steps are being taken to communicate to other provinces 
as well the news of the formation of the Association. Corres- 
pondents are welcome to write to facilitate the work The idea 
is that in the case of Madras Presidency in each division, a 
thoroughly reliable representative or the Association be found, 
besides any number of other members interested in the subject 
Details of working would be settled after the registration of 
members in consultation with them 

Known past cases of Memory of Previous birth will shortly 
be published in the form of a pamphlet with all the wealth of 
reliable details available The Association which is still only in 
the course of formation, cannot of course vouch for the authen- 
ticity of these cases, but only such cases would be published in 
this pamphlet as would be believed by it to be true and to have 
been investigated on unbiassed lines I shall be obliged if 
those who are in possession of facts regarding such cases would 
communicate them to me with all the details, including names 
of persons who can vouch for the truth of the facts under report. 
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It is intended that the cases that the Association should in future 
publish aftei its enquiry be based on no less reliable evidence 
than what a High Court requires to sentence a man to death. I 
saw a query in the columns of the Leader by a correspondent as 
to why such cases occur in Hindu families only. This query is 
based on a presumption. It would be more correct to put why 
such cases are repotted by Hindu families only. The reason is 
simple, but some cases have been brought to light in European 
and American countries and I am trying to get at their accounts. 
Another correspondent has quoted a verse from Sufiism to prove- 
that the theory of re-birth is believed there too 


It is not our object to prove to the world what religions 
or sects preach re-birth and what do not. Our only object is to 
investigate reported cases of memory of Previous Birth and let 
the public know the bare facts as they come to light on inquiry 


The Secretary of Radha Swami Sat Sang has very kindly 
offered the Association a Home in the Sangat’s spacious Dayal 
Bagh at Agra Other highly influential bodies are equally 
interested The offer of the Sat Sang is greatly to be apprecia- 
ted It would be availed of when opportunity arises, but at the 
present Stage, it would be in the interests of the Association, 
not to too closely associate itself in any way with any religious 
institution While ail the believers in re-birth and Karma are 
most welcome to help and co-operate, personally I would still 
"" coniB tIlose - w ho do not believe m these theories to 
m 1,',., CC8US f t *' eir co '°P erat, on would be of inealculabe value 
tests 'V e ' nVestlgaUon conducted through the severest of 
are internet 8 / pe ^ Sons ° r good s001al Position and status who 
work in „ C m 1116 WOrk t0 kmdly send ,n tlle| r names for 
suggestions' 6 ^ ° W " ° f d ' Stnot a ° d t0 make helpful 


sSrriTsrssssr. 

rrjrr: 



narrating the experience of Ins past life Tree scope should be 
allowed to him to narrate all that he remembers and then such 
questions ns are within the grasp of a child-rmnd, should be 
put to him In one case a child was asked if he had seen God 
and if God had a beard. This purrlcd the child 


Ham Gopnl Misrn 



( 139 ) 


Appendix V 


MEMORY-OF-P AST-LIFE RESEARCH ASSOCIATION. 

PROCEDURE IN INVESTIGATION 
(Published by Pandit Ram Gopal Mishra, B.Sc., M.R.A.S , 

P C.S., Oria, V P , India) 

1. As soon as a member receives news of a case of the 
memory of previous birth m his district he should send an 
intimation to the secretary and proceed to the scene. If the 
case be of another district and the member be disinclined to 
go there he should only send intimation to the secretary — 
preferably by wire— and the secretary shall arrange to send an 
investigator to the spot without delay 


2 (a) In conducting the enquiry respectable persons of 
the locality should be taken m company. 

0>) The child should be examined only when he is 
quite at his ease and is cheerful and undistracted 

(c) No attempt should be made to confuse the child 
of perfect shomi (peace). 

(d) Every encouragement should be given to obtain 
a detailed and connected narrative 

(c) In case of an obvious discrepancy questions may 
be put to have the mistakes corrected, a record 
however must be made of the fact 


Alter the 


s ' or5, l,as been taken down an attempt 

S inllu™ , a iF <hC Ch,W has ™consci- 

ouvh influenced by a strong mental emotion or thought of the 

r,5or ' hcmotherabout «■ - «££ 

TAplanniion 


(a) Atvckmcm to some 
causes <uth sorrow 


relation or friend who dies, often 
that ihc bereaved is consoled 



( HO ) 


only on dreaming that the deceased is reborn in the 
family 

(b) Sight of a corpse, a funeral, or the story of a ghastly 
death or a ghost effects the temperament of some 
Ladies Such a story may react on the system of the 
mother and produce some effect on the child m the 
womb or might be repeatedly overheard by child in 
infancy in the conversation of the parents or m the 
family circle and sometimes it may be impressed on 
the child’s mind 

4 Children often like to identify themselves with others 
and some, in order to claim the honour of being the head of 
the house, express the desire to be addressed with his official 
designation Such a child on hearing from any relation, visitor 
or neighbour of a story regarding some life may take the 
fancy of identifying himself or herself with the deceased The 
possibility of hearing any account of the kind must be investi- 
gated 


5 Questions must be put to the child or others, if 
necessary, to ascertain the time when and the circumstances 
under which the child gave the account for the first time and 
to find out who were present on the occasion and whether it 
was a purely domestic circle or some outsiders were also present 
on the occasion In the former case the interval between the 
private and a public account should be noted The evidence 
of those who heard the account early should be obtained 
wherever possible to see if there have been any minor or 
important changes in the details, and whether the story has been 
developed from some stray remark of the child 

6 A verification of the accounts will be necessary if 
from the preliminary enquiries indicated above the case seemed 
to be authentic The relations and guardians of the child 
should be impressed with the necessity of the enquiry being a 
very careful one in order to place the evidence thus obtained 
on a scientific basis 
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7 . When external circumstances have been dealt with the 
mentality of the child should he tested. 

The object of the test will be to find out if 

(a) The child is psychic. 

(b) Has a tendency to he prophetic. 

(c) His attempts to describe past or future events are 
usually correct or not. 

A detailed account of the story and its verification and a 
summary of other incidental questions with the views of the 
investigator regarding the case as authentic or otherwise would 
be prepared and submitted to the Secretary of the Society 
Signature of respectable persons present should he taken on the 
memorandum of facts of the case. 

8 No member should send the details of the account to 
the Press but may send, if he so likes, a lean outline of the case 
for publication in papers with a note that the M.P L. Research 
Association is investigating the case. 

9. Slight modification of the methods according to the 
needs of the case is allowed, but the aim should always be to 
investigate explicitly with the object of discovering the truth. 

10 Indians are generally reluctant to give out that their 
child has remembrance of past life, they consider it in-auspi- 
cioos and sometimes they resent the enquiries. In such a case 
the parents or guardians should be told that there is no ulterior 
or sophica! object in view beyond a philosophical enquiry. 

11. if the scene of the reported previous life js in the 
vicinity, at the earliest convenience the investigator should 
proceed to the locality with some respectable men and the child. 

12. Persons concerned should be approached and ques- 
tioned coolly on the points slated by the child. 

13. The child should be ashed to identify whatever he 
can, in the presence of respectable men or that place. 

fal Fust he should be allowed to make his own identifica- 
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(b) Next question should be put to him, 

(c) Last photographs and similar other articles should be 
produced before him to test his memory, 

14 The family of previous life and the neighbours 
should be given a chance then to explain if they can suggest 
any thing other than the child’s memory of previous birth to 
account for his description and identification. 

15 They should be allowed to put questions one by one 
to the child, but very calmly, and never m the manner as would 
convey an idea to the child that he is being disbelieved. He 
should never be allowed to be subject to a volley of questions 
from a crowd Any person from the crowd anxious to question 
and found fit by the investigator to do so, should be separated 
from the crowd and allowed to question the child mildly. 

16 A full account of all that passes should be drawn up 
on the spot and signed by the respectable persons present This 
should be submitted to the secretary of the association with the 
photograph of the chid and of his previous self (if available). 

17 If the investigator has not been able to reach the 
scene of the prcviou birth the secretary would take immediate 
steps to depute a person, preferably unassailable, to make 
investigations and report 

18 The person so deputed would proceed to the borne 
of the child verify the original report and proceed with the 
child to the scene of his previous life 

19 The investigator should try to arrange with respect- 
able man of the home of the child who he interested m the 
work, to keep a note of the subsequent development m the 
memory of the child and spnd an abstract of it to the Secretary 
weekly as long as the memory of the previous birth persists m 
the child 

20 Points of resemblance and difference in features, 
habits, likings and dishkings of the child under investigation 
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and his previous entity should be carefully enquired into and 
noted. 

21. As far as possible photograph of houses and other 
articles of interest connected with the enquiry should form part 
of the detailed and clearly drawn up record submitted to the 
Secretary for publication and any other enquiry, if necessary. 

SHYAM SUNDER T.AT. 

(Rao Bahadur, c.i.e. 

Chief Minister, Kishangarh ) 
Head of the Association. 



INDEX OF RELEVANT PARTICULARS 
A 


I Age . 

Sahmpur 

Haihon 

Ajhu 

Rharatpur 

2. Age of the Subject 
at First recall 

3 A j lui 


4 Address 

1 Bhusawar 


( of persons figured tn the case in 
approximate jean) 

Brij Mohan (73), Radii, a Krishna (61), 
Mangal Rnm (55), Vishnu Dun (23), 
Kajorilal (50); Dharam Singh (45), 
Roop Singh (72), Ram Swnroop (55); 
and Smt Baxanti (70) 

Nathtlal (S4), Pandit Joharilat Shnrm.i 
(55), Chowdhan Bhagwat Singh (62), 
and Mangtlal (85) 

Raja Kishan Singh (63) 

Chowdhan Rewat Singh (58) 

The subject (Prabhu) at the time of 
his first recall of previous hie was 
approximately one and half years old 

A village about 22 miles from Bharat- 
pur where Raja Kishan Singh (the 
witness connected with the case ) was 
interviewed at his residence on 
November 8, 1964 

The names of the witnesses and their 
full addresses have been given under 

B 

The ^village Bhusawar lies on the 
Chonkerwara-Weir route, three 
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2. Behaviour: 


miles from village Salimpur on the 
one side and thirteen miles from 
village Hathori on the other. This 
is a market-place where the people of 
Salimpur and Hathori often meet 
on some business. The case of the 
child Prabhu was much talked about 
by the people in this village and it 
is from here that the news reached 
Hathori. 


(1) The behaviour of the Subject with his 
present relatives, his behaviour with 
Choudhari Bhagwat Singh and 
Nathilal at Bharatpur, with Ghure, 
the elder son of Hurbux who liad 
arrived at Salimpur and when he was 
in the company of the leading persons 
and other villagers of Hathori, 
should have been carefully marked 
by the previous investigator and 
clearly stated in his report but the 
same was not heeded to 


Neither could the witnesses tell us in 
clear words how the Subject behaved 
with the aforesaid persons However, 
Manga! Ram, (P W No. 3 ) stated 
that the Subject embraced the son of 
Hurbux when he visited Salimpur to 
see him 


(2) Similarly, the testimony of Pandit 
Johanlal (P.W. No. 10) points to 
the typical behaviour of the Subject 
when he was m the company of the 


people of Hatbori. 

(3J Calling Cbowdhari Bhagwat Smgh 
a "Chora” (boy) as stated b> Ram 
Swaroop (S. W. No 8) and confirmed 
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1 Birth • 


4 BUaratpur 


5 Belief 


I Confidence . 


a* true by Bhigwat Singh ( P W. No. 
tl)»w the behaviour of the child 
must npp-opnutf to The Identified 
Pernn vho used to call llhagv-at 
.Singh •'Chora"*. 

The tc-timony of Ram Swaroop 
(W. No. R ) and the l.oro«cnpe of 
Pr.ibhu e'tabhih Thai he w.it born on 
Mttfh Sudi 2, S?mv>t 1975 (correi* 
ponding to Sunday, 2nd February. 
1919). 

We had our camp at Hlmrntpur for 
three days (fitli to Mb No' ember. 
1961) Chowdhari Rewnt Smith ( a 
wnne« connected with the case) 
was interviewed here tit hit residence 
in Mohnlln Gopntgarh 

Persons interviewed at Salimpur ond 
Unthon believed that Prabhu 
remembered his previous life 

C 

It was observed that most of the 
witnesses were not fully confident 
about vvliat they said ns their memo- 
ries especially of the much older 
people had become slippery because 
of the old age. The period that has 
lapsed between the mam events of 
the ease and our rcinvcstigation of 
die case now has become too long to 
keep in the minds of the witness the 
details of the case still fresh, though 
they still remember some events 
However, in some witnesses we could 
observe a marked sense of confidence 
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2. Camp 


3. ‘Chabutan' 


4. Chronological order 


5. Churn- 


6. Chonkenvara 


with which they gave their testimony 
and furnished certain details pertain- 
ing to the case. 

Pandit Johan Lai, in particular, 
recalled the details of the case in 
such vivid manner and described 
them with so much confidence that it 
appeared as if the whole incident had 
taken place only a few weeks before. 

The camp of the team of investiga- 
tors during all the three days was at 
Bharatpur. 

It is a raised platform just outside 
the house where the inmates of the 
house generally sit during day time 

Events of a case if described m 
chronological order, present an 
organised picture of the case which 
can be studied in a correct perspec- 
tive. This is also helpful in verifying 
the consistency of statements and the 
dates of the incidents Efforts were, 
therefore, made to get information 
about the case from the witnesses in 
chronological order but most of them 
could not give information as desired 

The Subject remarked when he was 
sitting near his mother who was 
churning butter that she was extre- 
mely “Stingy” with the butter since 
his previous mother had him sit be- 
side the Churn and gave him large 
pieces of butter from it 

Chonkerwara Bus stand is at the dis- 
tance of twenty nine miles in the 
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ve.t of tlfnraipur v-betc there ti a 
tutmi’f tmia'dt itie fist v.hieh leads 
to Itlwsw ir and Wetr. 

n 

1 Dlscrrpanct . A number of discrepancies have been 
obcrvcit by <i- ir 1 the stuemcntt of 
tlie vwtnei'ci vhen they v ' 4re 
comp tred with the contents of the 
fcpoit of Dr. Ran lisfndwr Shyrm 
Sundcrhl. They arc about (I) the 
rnme. of the sons and daughters of 
the Identified Person, (2) the names 
of the husbands of his daughters; (3) 
the names of Ins brothers; (4) the 
third well named b> the Subject, (5t 
designations of the officials who went 
to Sahmpur to record the statement 
of the subject nnd who went to 
Hathon with the Subject and (6) the 
exact amount of money found buried 
in the stable of the house of the 
Identified Person 

^ f^cer The Subject is said to ha\c told his 

parents that before taking bis birth 
in their family he was in the form of 
a deer. 

3. Date November 6, 1964— Camp at Moti Mahal, Bharatpur 
November 6, 1964— Interview Session at Sahmpur 
November 7, 1964— Interview Session at Hathon. 

November 8, 1964— Morning Interview Session at 
Bharatpur, Mohnlla Gopalgarh 

November 8, 1964 — Afternoon Interview Session at 
Ajhu 
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4. Death Calculated according to the comments 

of Dr Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal 
on item No. 1 of the statement of 
the subject, Hurbux (IP) died in the 
year 1918 A D. but the exact date of 
his death could not be obtained from 
any source despite many efforts aim- 
ed at getting the same 

E 

1. Emotional 

Behaviour The Primary witnesses — Mangal Ram 

and Kajorilal testified that tears rolled 
down the cheeks of the subject when 
he saw Ghure, the elder son of the 
Identified Person in Salimpur for the 
first time 

2 Exaggeration The witnesses while making state- 

ments did not seemto have exag- 
gerated the facts of the case. They 
denied to make any statement about 
the case which was not in their 
knowledge and stated only those 
which they remembered to have either 
seen for themselves or heard from 
their relatives or friends. We have 
noted down our observations about 
each witness in the Introductory note 
to his respective statement 

3. Extent of Exchange : The testimony of the witnesses 
evinces that there was no exchange 
of any sort between the two families 
concerned that of the Subject and that 
of the Identified Person— prior to the 
attempt at verification They testified 
that they never saw Ghure in their 
village Salimpur before the incident 
took place 
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1 Fabrication 


2 r rmirf : 


3 Fortress • 


Simihtly, the people at Hathori ,dio 
tcMificJ tl.it there wn no c’dtwpc 
hel\s ecri the two pirliei before Use 
incident. However. they satd. a 
religions di-cmirer toed to rn to 
their vtll.igt occatiotiallv bt'thewas 
not 'ten ntmng with the famtlj of the 
Identified Person nor did they e'er 
set tht Subject nccompanvwg with 
his father to their village 


The statements of the witnesses indi- 
cate that this ease was not a fabrica- 
ted one though manj discrepancies 
lute been observed to have crept 
into their statements 

Contrisnnee of fraud does not seem 
to be there though some points of 
doubt do persist in the minds of the 
investigators which base been dis- 
cussed under Discussion The Naib 
Tchsddar added, says Dr Rao 
Bahadur Shyam Sundcrlal, that the 
case was an authentic one of recall 
of a past life and that m his opinion 
the subject had not been given 
information about the details of the 
case by anyone. No one expressed 
his or her doubt about the fraudu- 
lent motive of the party of the 
Subject. 

There is a fortress in Hathon built 
on tlic elevated surface of the land. 
The Subject referred an inscription 
m this fortress and a snake connected 
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with it, when he recalled certain 
items of his past life. 


G 

1, Ganga-Gmi A Brahmin priest who conducts 

ceremonies by the side of the Ganges, 
is called Ganga-Guru, The Ganga- 
Gurus maintain the age-old records 
of the geneology of their Yajmans’ 
families and also keep records about 
the dates of death of the deceased 
tn the families of their Yajmans. 
Hurbux’s Ganga Gum live at Soron 
(U. P.). They were contacted for 
obtaining the date of death of Hurbux 
but the same could not be furnished 
by them. 

2 ‘ Gular ' A fruit of the banyan tree. It is said, 

that the Identified person survived by 
eating ‘Gular’ during the famine in 
Samvat 1934. 


1. Haveli 


2 Hathon ; 


H 

A house or a building The 'Haveli’ 
and its surrounding houses in Hathon 
are now completely in rums. There 
are heaps of debris; only a few dilapi- 
dated walls appear 

The subject claimed that be belonged 
to Hathon, a village, five miles from 
Weir. This village is surrounded on 
all sides by small hills. The popu- 
lation is approximately 700. 


* the Identified Person m 
this case, as Prabhu claimed to idea- 
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K 

The Introduction to the report of 
Dr. Rao Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal 
published m “REVUE METAPSY- 
CH1QUE” July-August Mo. 4, 1924 
pp, 302-307 mentions the name of 
a Hindi magazine “KALPAKA” tn 
which the results of the investigation 
of the case were previously published. 

On inquiries we came to know that 
no magazine named ‘Kalpaka’ was 
existent in 1922-23 when the results 
of the investigation were published. 
However, the Hindi magazine ‘Kalpa- 
Briksh’ was published from Ujjara 
and it is still being published from 
the same place but the findings of the 
investigation supervised by Dr. Rao 
Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal, were not 
published m any of its issues during 
the year 1922 to 1924. Later on 
Shn Ram Gopal Mishia, Secy, of the 
memory of Past Life Research 
Associate, confirmed that the said 
report was published in " Kalpaka ” 
and be also supplied at the present 
address where it is being published. 
The Editor, ‘Kalpaka' magazine, 
Tmvcvelly, South India has been 
requested lo send us a copy of the 
required issue of the magazine. 


M 

t. Mff-wiVso/rfce Most of the witnesses interviewed in 
nlnwer ■' 'his cesc seemed forgetful of the 

details of ihe case. However they 
tried to recollect events as best as 
tfctj could 



1. Primary Witness , 


2 'PuroUit' 


1 Recalls 
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P 

Primary witness (P. W. ) is a person 
who saw or observed the subject’s 
recognising nems associated with IP's 
lire or observed emotional or other 
behavioural reactions of S 

A Brahmin priest who conducts cere- 
monies nt the house of Ins Yajmans 
is known as the Purolut. 

R 

The subject recalled that — (1) his 
name was Hurbux, (2) lus village 
Hnthori, (3) he had two sons and 
two daughters, (4) one of Ins 
daughter was married nt Kherh and 
the other at Navar; (5) he accepted 
money for the marriage of one of lus 
daughters, (6) he had a house at 
Hathon, (7) The house of Swnroop 
Jat was next to his house, (8) Swaroop 
Jat had a son and a daughter, (9) 
there was a raised path paved with 
stones there; (10) there was a tank in 
tho middle of which there was a 
" Chhatn ” (domed Cenotaph), (11) 
there were two houses— one on the 
top of the other m the tank, (12) 
Hathori had three water wells for 
drinking — (a) Pamhariwala— shaded 
by two holy fig trees, (b) Kankarwala 
— shaded by plum tree and (c) Mooli- 
wala — shaded by Mango tree, (13) he 
had a Gujar of the village Bhore as 
Yajman, (14) there was an inscription 
in a fortress at Hathori where there 
was a snake, (15) in the year of the 
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famine (Samvat 1934) he IKed at 
HatUon and he had a pair of buffaloes 
with which he ploughed his fields; 

(16) he died during his father’s life 
time in a bungalow outside the village, 

(17) the name of his wife was Ganjo 
(which means ‘bald’); (18) his father’s 
name was Mudhe, (19) his father-in- 
law lived at Burhwari, (20) his 
maternal uncle lived at Bugaon; (21) 
he had three brothers— 1. Gilla, 2. 
Ghunni and 3 a third whose name he 
could not remember; (22) Moola Jat 
had fallen into his well and he saved 
his life; (23) his mother used to give 
him large pieces of butter; and (24) 
he had a long beard which caught 
fire when he was performing the 
ritual of ‘Hold burning 


2, Recognition 


3. "Revue 

Metapsydnqiie" 


The subject is stated to have recogni- 
sed the following items associated 
with his supposed previous person- 
ality . — 


Siimre; Uiowdhari 
Bhagwat Singh of Hathori; (3) Nathi 
Lai, the nephew of IP; (4) Dharam 
Singh Foujdar, (5) Azmet Singh; (6) 
Foujdar Swaroop Singh; (7) Harkanth 
Brahmin, (8) Rampal Jat, (9) Sampat, 

the grocer, GO) house of Rampal Jat, 

(U) house of IP, (J2) Srigovmd, (13) 
Shiv Naram, (14) the place where IP 
had buried money; (l 5) the path 
lead ing to the house of IP, and (16) 
the tamarind tree at Hathori 

The report of Dr. R ao Bahadur 
Shyam Sunderlal entitled, “Apparent 
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4 Route 

5 " Rukmam Mongol" 
1 Salmipur 

2. Secondary witness 

3. Subject 

4 Source of 
Information 

1. Tamar md Tree • 


cases of memories of Past Lives” was 
published in the Julj-August, No 4 
1924 issue of the French periodical 
“Revue Metapsychique”. 

The routes to the village figured in 
this case have been described under 
“Relevant Facts of Geography” 
(page ) 

A legendary tale 

S 

The subject belonged to this village. 
It is a small village having the popu- 
lation of about 1200 persons It lies 
off the mam road from Chonkarwara 
Bus Stand to Weir via Bharatpur. 

Secondary witness is he or she who 
reports the events of the case as he 
or she has heard from others 

Prabhu, son of Khairati of village 
Salimpur is the Subject in this case 

The source of information about the 
case in the present study is the 
English translation by (Mrs ) Gudrum 
Gunther, Lecturer in French Langu- 
age, University of Rajatshan, India, 
of the report of Dr Rao Bahadur 
Shyam Sunderlal, published in 
French in the July-August, No 4, 
1924 issue of “Revue Metapsychique ” 

T 

The subject is said to have recognised 
the tamarind tree near the house of 
IP which was in dispute between the 
IP and Sri Govind, his neighbour 
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2. Tank- 

The details given by the Subject about 
tbe tank in the village of Hathon, 
were verified by us on the spot and 
found to be correct. 

3 Team ■ 

The teams of investigators m the 
present case consists of— H.N.B., 
P.K.M and S C.M. 

4. Testimony : 

Observations of the present investi- 
gators in this case are based on the 
testimony of the report of Dr. Rao 
Bahadur Shyam Sunderlal and that 
of the witnesses interviewed by them 
at their place of residence 

5. Time spent on each 
witness : 

1 

The interview with each witness lasted 
for about 20 to 25 minutes. Primary 
witnesses were, however, given much 
time. 

6. Tape-recording 

The statement of Ram Swaroop ( W. 
No 8) recorded at Bhusawar on 
December 25, 1964 was tape- 
recorded 


V 

1. Village 

The villages figured in the present 
study of the case are SaJimpur, 
Hathori, Ajhu besides the city of 
Bharatpur. 

1 f Veils ■ 

W 

The subject recalled the names of 
three water wells in Hathori— (1) 
Punhanwala; (2) Kankarwala and 
(3) Moohwala On verification, the 
number of wells was found to be 
correct but tbe name of the last one 
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2 Witnesses 


docs not find corroboration in the 
testimony of the witnesses as against 
that of the report of Dr. Rao Baha- 
dur Shyam Sundcrlal 

(a) Salimpur (P.O. Salimpur, District 
Bharatpur ) 

1 Brij Lai S/o Pancha— villager 

2 Radha Krishna S/o Durga— 
nephew of S 

3. Mangal Ram Sharma S/o Girdhan 
— nephew of S and cousin of 
Brij Lai 

4 Vishnu Dutt Sharma S/o Ram 
Swnroop Sharma— nephew of S 

5 Kajon Lai Sharma s/o Ram- 
Kuroar, a villager 

6 Dharam Singh s/o Sonpal — a friend 
of S 

7 Roop Singh s/o Ghenda Ram— a 
neighbour 

8 Rom Swaro'op s/o Khairati— elder 
brother of S. 

9. Smt Basanti d/o Chiranji — not 
related to the family of S 

(b) Hathori (P O Hathon, District 
Bharatpur) — 

10 Pandit Johan Lai Sharma s/o 
Ramet Lai Sharma— a villager 

11 Chowdhan Bhagwat Singh s/o 
Capt Kanchan Singh — formerly 
ADC. to the Maharaja of 
Bharatpur State 

12 Nathi Lai s/o Gaik Ram — nephew 
of X IP 
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13. Mangi Lai s/o Hulesi Ram— a 
neighbour. 

(c) Ajhn (P.O. Ajhu, Distt. Bharatpur) 

14. Raja Kishan Singh s/o Bhoori- 
Smgh formerly Chief of the Staff 
of the Maharaja of Bharatpur 
State. 


(d) Bharatpur 

15. Chowdhari Rewat Singh s/o Capt. 
Kunchan Smgh, Booking Clerk, 
Transport Bus Service, Mohallah 
Gopal-Garh. 


(e) Soron (Distt Etab, UP) 

16. Uma Shanker, son-in-law of Shiv- 
Shanker Lapsia — Mohalla Chow- 
dhanan in front of Narsinghji’s 
Temple, P O. Soron 

1 7 Shiv Kutnar Dube Hazara, son-in- 
law of Shiv Shanker Lapsia, 
Mohalla Chowdharian — in front of 
Narsinghji’s Temple, P O. Soron 

(f) Hindnnn (Distt Sawai Madliopur, 
Rajasthan) — 

18. Shankerlal Jaga — in front of 
Hospital, Pan-ki-Dukan, P. O. 
Hmdaun. 



